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Introductory Screencasts

The best way to get started with Zotero is to watch our Tour and Demo. Click the images below to
start. For more screencasts take a look at our screencast tutorials.

a powerful, free online/offline research tool a powerful, free online/offline research tool
for the Firefox 2.0 Web browser for the Firefox 2.0 Web browser

view tour p | view demop

The Zotero Window

Zotero runs in your Firefox web browser, which must be open in order for you to access your research
collection. You do not have to be online, however to use Zotero; features such as notes, search,
organization will work perfectly well offline, although obviously you will not be able to view some
online items in your collection or to acquire other online materials.

The Zotero window contains your entire collection: bibliographic references and whole documents
and files, your notes, and other items like images and snapshots of web pages.

Click the Zotero icon in the bottom right corner of your browser window to open your Zotero window.

1 of 10 12/17/07 11:58 AM



quick start guide [Zotero Documentation] http://www .zotero.org/documentation/quick_start_guide

ene JSTOR - The Scholarly Journal Archive c 866 JSTOR - The Scholarly Journal Archive E
@ 4@ mwwsororgs v @ Q - @ 4 @ wwistororel v (- Q

Log 1n | Athens Log In | Options for Access to

THE SCHOLARLY JOURNAL ARCHIVE THE SCHOLARLY JOURNAL ARCHIVE

Z@> SEARCH 3 2 OB w @ Search
Collections Title [Creator &1 publisher |+ &= [nfo] Notes || Attachments | Tags | Related |
BROWSH (=) My Library » [ shakespea.. Bloom Riverhead .. 1
v [ Shakespeare [ shakespea.. Bulman  Routledge ( Views ) ( et
= i Criticism [ coleridge'... Coleridge... Constable ... —
g@m YUT JSTOR v [ The Plays B The Influen... Kraemer 2 Journal Article B
Comedies [ shakespea.. Menon  Mital Publi... Title: The Influence of the Classics on
Histories > Shakespea.. Morris B HNREETD
> IPAT O ﬁ=® ¢ = Author: Kraemer, Casper |
PARTICIPATION INF Tragedies [ shakespea... Ridler Oxford UP "

Abstract:

2
RRIR][Uerature.. STl den 2 Publication: The Classical Journal
9 TheShakes Zenner  CounryBou ume: 2
| lexml

[ The Shakes... Zenner CountryBo... |, Pages: 485-497

| wmes | | [J The Shakes... Zenner CountryBo.. Date: Apr., 1927 ym |y
= Z ;

Done ZOtero  pone zotero

This brings up a pane with all of your citations, collections, and notes.

You can close Zotero by clicking on the X icon in the upper right of the Zotero window or by clicking
on the logo again. You can open or close the Zotero window at any time from within Firefox. The
Zotero window does not have to be open for you to do “quick saves” of material you want to add to
your research collection.

When Zotero Senses Items on a Web Page

Perhaps the most important feature of Zotero is its ability to sense when you are looking at an item
(or items) on a web page. For instance, if you are looking at the record for a book on an online library
catalog, Zotero’s book icon will appear in Firefox’s location bar (at the top of the browser window,
where the current web address, or URL, appears), like so:

- 4

\h v @j ' ] ht(p://caualog.loc.gov/cgi—bin/Pwebrecon.cgi?vl={jv ]

Simply click on the book icon and Zotero will save all of the citation information about that book into
your library. (The Zotero window does not have to be open for this to work.) If you are looking at a
group of items (e.g., a list of search results from Google Scholar or LexisNexis), a folder will appear.
Clicking on the folder will produce a list of items with check boxes next to them; choose the ones
you want to save and Zotero will do the rest.

4

S’ [:’:.7 \(J, http://scholar.google.com/scholar?q=shakespear ¥

If you are currently working in a specific collection (that is, a collection is highlighted in the left
column rather than “My Library”), the references will be copied to that location as well as your overall
library.
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Select which items you'd like to add to your library
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Review: Shakespeare Rearranged
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Coniugium Interruptum in Shakespeare and Webster

The Drama in Rags: Shakespeare Reception in Eight... v
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Cancel ) OK )
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Zotero senses information through site translators. Zotero's translators should work with most library
catalogs, some popular websites such as Amazon and the New York Times, and many gated
databases. Just look for icons in the location bar. (For more information or for some sites to try out,
see our Compatible Sites list.) The Zotero team will be adding support for additional sites over time.
You need not check back here for these extra translators; they will be automatically added to your
Zotero installation every so often.

The Three Columns of the Zotero Window
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Shakespea.. Morris 2 Edition:
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v
Done zotero
Left Column Middle Column Right Column

The left column contains your full library (“My Library”) and your individual collections, which are
subsets of “My Library”; the middle column shows the items in the collection that is highlighted in the

left column; the right column shows information about the item that is selected in the middle
column.

“My Library” holds all references, files, and notes you have saved, uploaded, downloaded, or written.
To place these items into a specific collection, drag and drop them into the folder icon for that
collection. Any collection can have an unlimited number of subcollections or folders. You can also
create saved searches that display all items that match criteria you define. To delete an item or
collection, just highlight it and press the “delete” key. Right-clicking (or control-clicking on a Mac) on
items and collections brings up a menu of other actions you can take.

left column
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¢ add a new collection

manage your tags

2

¢ import/export collections, change Zotero preferences, and view information about Zotero
(including version and credits)

your Zotero library, which holds every item you have added

a collection (a subset of your library)

middle column
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Title Creator 4+ B
[j Shakespeare Criticism Anne
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[ 2 Political Criticism of Sha... Cohen 1
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D AC Bradley and his influ... Cooke
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|es) Google Scholar Linke...
[j Shakespeare Criticism 1... Ridler

< manually add an item

.4 add this web page to your collection

“8  add alink to this web page (this is like a bookmark, unlike adding the web page as a full item
using =2 which can accept full citation information, multiple notes, and attachments)

& take a snapshot of the current web page (snapshots can be dragged and dropped into any folder
or item)

perform advanced searches

¢ add a stand-alone note

note
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file
e link to a file
= link to a web page
@ snapshot of a web page

these are just the most popular item types; other icons, for artwork, audio, etc. will appear if they
are added to your library

right column
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- Author:
Abstract:
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Volume:
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New York
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4+ toggle in and out of full screen mode

close the Zotero window

( View =

) takes you to the web address associated with the item (if there is one)

| Locate =

) attempts to find an article or book in your local library (using OpenURL)

( B
Info

( |
Notes

— . )
Attachments

| Tagsr|

citation information, which you can edit by clicking on individual fields

notes you've taken on the item (notes are automatically saved as you type)

files, PDFs, images, links, and snapshots of web pages you've attached to the item

tags you've given the item; Zotero may also automatically grab LC subject headings (for

books) and keywords for articles

| Related |
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other items you've related to this item
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Zotero  gpen and close the Zotero window

Note-taking

Most users don’t just like to read and gather sources; they like to take notes on them. We’ve all got
little scribbles in the margins of books, on post-its, and on notepads (real and virtual). Zotero makes
it easy to keep all those annotations, jots, and notes all in one place, and all searchable. Click the
screenshot below to watch a screencast about notes or read below.

R e
The Review of English Studies

D [d e @ Q , Search: |

Five icons appear at the top of the middle column in the Zotero pane. The yellow square with a plus
sign at far right is the “standalone note” icon. Click this button to create a new note and then type
your note.

e 06 Edit Note o

It is worth considering how criticism shifted
focus from the early twentieth century to
the mid twentieth century. | should
consider developing a comparative analysis
of works from the two periods to better
understand the nature of this transition]

Related: [click here]
Tags: [click here]

You can also take notes about individual items. To take a note about an individual item select the
item and click the notes tab in the right column. Now you can click the “add” button to add notes.

" Info ‘[ Notes ]’ Attachments || Tags | Related |

2 notes: | Add )

Bloom makes a bold comparison of the early wor... -
| wounder how he would react to Ridler's approa... -

Tags and the Tag Selector Box

Tagging is an easy way to categorize items by attaching descriptive words to them. You can tag your
information with whatever relevant keyword or term you would like associated with that given item.
These tags allow you to sift through your information in a personal way, by the categories that you
deem relevant. Consider watching our screencast on Tags and the Tag Selector Box.

6 of 10 12/17/07 11:58 AM



quick start guide [Zotero Documentation] http://www .zotero.org/documentation/quick_start_guide

Miso g Miso
[ o P T T T

lishrifiit

Tags Tag Selector Box

| Tags '

To add a tag to an item simply select the tags tab in the right column and hit the Add

button. Then type your tag. Once you have added the tag you will see it has also been added to the
tag selector box in the left column.

Located in the bottom-left-hand corner of the Zotero pane, the tag selector adds an additional layer
of information management to complement the collection and search systems. You can toggle the

tag selector in and out of view by clicking the the show/hide tag selector button ( ).The tag
selector updates its inventory from tags you place on individual items in your Library. By clicking on
any of the tags, you can filter the items within your Library, collections and saved searches by as
many or as few tags as you like.

The tag selector defaults to showing all the tags on items in the current folder. When you click on a
given tag, the center pane updates to display only the items with that tag. You can select multiple
tags to further focus the results in the center pane or click on a tag again to deselect it. To quickly
find a tag in the list, type part of its name in the Filter box; selected tags not matching what you type
remain selected, allowing you to quickly find and select multiple items. It is also possible to click the
“Deselect all” button to return the center pane to displaying all the items in the selected folder.

o 7Y
Collections

[Z5) My Library
> Shakespeare

Apreciation Criticism Drama
Psychological aspects Shakespeare
Stage History Theater Audiances
Tragedies

" | Display all tags
Filter: | | v

0 tags selected | Deselectall )

From this box you can also control the tags globally. By right-clicking on a tag (or Control-clicking on
the Mac) you can choose to rename a tag across all items or delete it from all of the records it is
attached to. You can also assign tags to multiple items at once by dragging items from the items
pane onto tags in the tag selector. This is where the “Display all tags” checkbox comes in handy:
while the tag selector normally only shows you tags on items in the current view, clicking “Display all
tags” causes tags not assigned to currently visible items to appear in gray. You can then drag items
onto one of the gray tags to assign it to those items.

Note that some items that you save will come with tags already attached. If Zotero detects
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classification information or other metadata as part of a catalog record, it will, in some cases,
extract that information as a tag. For example, OPAC (Online Public Access Catalog) record subject
headings become Zotero tags. You can manage these automatic tags in the same way that you
manage the tags you add manually.

Exporting Items From Your Collection

There are several ways to export items from your collection. Zotero can generate formatted
bibliographies as rich text files, HTML files, or directly into Microsoft Word and Open Office through
our MS Word and Open Office plug-ins. You can also drag and drop any of your items into any text
field to generate fully formatted references. Using this method it is easy to export from Zotero to
web tools like Google Docs. Zotero also allows you to export your collection to other bibliographic
tools like Endnote or Refworks.

® 06 Shakespeare_Bib.rtf
AC Bradley's 1904 lectures on Shakespearcan tragedy are deservedly S ) G ) (sceg W (1= ) —
regarded as classics of criticism. His analysis of Hamlet is deservedly famous, T - .
Io T Ly 2 T T3 T Ta T Ts
particularly his discussion of the famed problem of Hamlets delay. Bloom, Harold. Shakespeare: The Invention of the Human. New York: Riverhead
He classifies theories of the delay it sounmel tnemn antamosinn Tioct ne Books, 1998.

those that suggest that Hamlet delays ma Coleridge, Samuel Taylor. Coleridge’s Shakespearean Criticism. London: Constable

& co. Itd, 1930.

circumstances - the risks of moving ahea

Kraemer, Casper J. . “The Influence of the Classics on English Literature.” The
Classical Journal 22, no. 7 (April 1927): 485-497.

need to bring the King to public justice a

guilt before the entire court, and so on. E
Menon, C. N. Shakespeare Criticism: An Essay in Synthesis. Delhi, India: Mittal

until one reads the play. Contrary to this Publications, 1988.

extemal obstacles to the execution of thg Morris, Christopher. “Shakespeare's Politics.” The Historical Journal 8, no. 3

means and the right to carry out those in¢ (1965): 293-308.

bring Claudius to public justice. {Citation

London: Oxford U.P, 1970.

A second sort of theory attributes

admits that Hamlet atwibutes the delay i (o — = Shakespeare, Theory, and Performance. London: Routledge, 1996.

s ncifhcr nor tho main rouson cited fir (e Tilden, F. C. “Literature s an Iterpretation of Life.” The English Jowrnal 4, no. 2
(ebruary 1915): 90-98.

main to consider killing Claudius a moral duty. One might shift the ground a bit to

suggest that Hamlet is unconsciously ambivalent about this duty: "in the depths of (September 1928): 701.721.

Automatically add references in MS Word Automatically Generate Formatted Bibliographies

Archive the Web

As you have already seen Zotero is a powerful tool for capturing and managing bibliographic
information. But that's not all. Zotero is also a great tool for archiving and annotating entire web
pages. Click the screenshots below to watch screencasts on archiving and annotating the web.

P
2

Archiving the Web Highlighting and Annotation

To archive a web page select the “Create New Item From Current Page” icon (‘:d). This will archive a
copy of the page in your library. To see the page as it was on the day you captured it double click the

snapshot icon(“®) associated with the file.
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v || William Shakespeare - Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia
@i William Shakespeare - Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia

You will also notice the annotation bar in the left hand corner of your screen.

Add Annotation Collapse All Annotations
—_—
- v

e -~ -
— —
Expand All Annotations Unhighlight Text
Highlight Text

Click the highlight icon to turn your cursor into a highlighter, then click and drag to highlight text. If
you decide to undo your highlighting, you can click the un-highlight icon and select text to remove
the highlighting.

Collapse Annotation

Move Annotation —— J
> (N |

Delete Annotation Resize Annotation

To add sticky notes, click the add annotation icon. Now wherever you click on the page you will add a
sticky note. You can hide the annotation by clicking on the collapse annotation speech bubble in the
top right corner of the note. To resize the note, click the bottom right corner and drag. If you would
like to delete a sticky, click the delete annotation box in the upper left corner of the note. To toggle
all your annotations in and out of view, click the show and hide annotation buttons on the annotation
toolbar.

Going Further

Now that you have a handle of the basics in Zotero you are ready to tackle any research project. You
can learn more about Zotero from our documentation page and our screencast tutorials. If you still
have questions take a look at our frequently asked guestions page and if that doesn't answer your
question search the Zotero forums [http://forums.zotero.org/categories/]. For up-to-the-minute news
about Zotero, subscribe to the Zotero blog.

Quick Start Guide in Other Languages

= Dutch

m French [http://www.ciera.fr/ciera/IMG/pdf/tutorial_zotero.pdf]

m Japanese [http://www.popxpop.com/archives/2007/01/webfirefoxzetoro.html]

m German [http://docs.google.com/View?docid=dhjf27p2_11dxmc9f]

m Spanish
[http://gabinetedeinformatica.net/wp15/2007/03/17/recopilacion-y-analisis-de-los-gestores-bibliogrfi
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m Polish [http://www.antro.dj.pl/?p=11]
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