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Despite the occasional success story that surfaces, curricular analysts such as Mason (1996) have .- ‘

painted a very different picture of integration studies, | “For those who believe that valid research

evidence is nccessary to demonstrate the worth of educational practices, the results regarding curriculum

integration offer little support™{ (p. 267). Case (1994) noted the possible negative results of integration: .-~

When we embark on educational reform we experiment with students’ welfare, subject great .
numbers of teachers (and parents) to considerable additional work and anxiety, and spend
increasingly scarce educational dollars. Furthermore, each failed attempt diminishes our system’s
capacity to effect change by destroying the trust and support of those who must shoulder the

burden of future reform efforts. (9.8

statistically non-significant and, in my view, educationally trivial.” Obviously there exist among

theorists quite polar viewpoints regarding the validity of an arts-infusion approach to integration.

In expressing concerns regarding the common misconceptions surrounding an integrated
curriculum, particularly the minimal role to which visual arts is often delegated, Grauer (1991) noted:
Illustrating a story, the title page for a social project, colouring in the geometric shapes after a
math lesson, are all examples of this type of rather inane “art” pxperience. . . . There is no
substantive art learning taking place, rather art is used as a motivator at best and a time filler at
worst. Again, we come back to the need to understand the discipline of art before an integrated

experience can have educational goals. (p. 26)

taken to ensure that it operates as an equal partner in a nurturing curricular environment” (1995a,p.39)] -

w
Jarvis, D. H. (2001). Leaming between the lines: A syncretistic experiment in mathematics and visual arts
education. Unpublished master's thesis, Nipissing University, North Bay, Ontario. (modified excerpts)
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