  Examples available in The Staff Room for Ontario's Teachers: http://www.quadro.net/~ecoxon/Reporting/rubrics.htm


	Short Story Analysis

Name: ________________________

Teacher:

Date : ___________________

Title of Work: ___________________

 

Criteria
Points
1

2

3

4

 

Introduction of the story Coverage of the author's theme and message 
no analysis of the human condition concerning the theme and message no referencing exists some awareness of a basic but unsubstantiated theme
some assessment of human condition some referencing exists an ability to develop a basic theme 
ability to choose a deeper theme with some significant analysis of that theme good referencing exists and some interconnected analysis
effective analysis of the human condition and its interconnected nature thorough awareness of archetypal ideas a superb indepth awareness of the central theme and its sub-themes
____
Narrative Technique Effectiveness of Voice, Tone, Mood and Distance
simplistic observation of narration no real assessment of voice, tone, distance or mood 
understands narrative technique with marginal referencing marginal assessment of voice, tone, distance and mood
solid awareness and some interpretation of narrative technique good coverage of usage of voice, tone, distance and mood, plus a sense of why the writer used this approach
effective understanding of narrative technique and its purpose within the whole story solid usage of evidence in voice, tone, mood, distance to expand and develop the purpose of the narration 
____
Patterns of Action, Character and Language (the threads that bind the story together)
no patterning assessed
some patterns identified but not developed throughout the story
central patterns explored and assessed within the story
thorough exploration of the patterns and how they are developed within the story the central purpose of these patterns to the story's themes/message an ability to identify the archetypes of the story and the human condition contained within the patterns
____
Conclusion and Overall Observations
no real conclusion to analysis no observations about story's larger scope in life insufficient coverage of material
matter of fact, simplistic conclusion some observation about life and the story marginal coverage of the material
solid conclusion that branches beyond the original thought or observation of theme and message key observations about the human condition and the story good coverage of the material
indepth and expansive conclusions exemplary observations about human condition thorough and elaborate coverage of the material 
____
Grammar, Style and Organization
incomplete organization and poor use of syntax weak style serious grammatical flaws
basic vocabulary and style some major grammatical flaws
good word usage and vocabulary style is solid a few grammatical flaws
sophisticated and fluent style with a cohesive style and vocabulary no grammatical problems
____
 

 

 

 

Total---->
____
Teacher Comments:
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Salem-Keizer Scoring Guide — Writing

	 
	Ideas/Content
	 
	Organization
	 
	Voice
	 
	Word Choice

	6
	The writing is exceptionally clear, focused, and interesting. It holds the reader's attention throughout. Main ideas stand out and are developed by strong support and rich details suitable to audience and purpose.
	6
	The organization enhances the central idea(s) and its development. The order and structure are compelling and move the reader through the text easily. 
	6
	The writer has chosen a voice appropriate for the topic, purpose, and audience. The writer seems deeply committed to the topic, and there is an exceptional sense of "writing to be read." The writing is expressive, engaging, or sincere.
	6
	Words convey the intended message in an exceptionally interesting, precise, and natural way appropriate to audience and purpose. The writer employs a rich, broad range of words which have been carefully chosen and thoughtfully placed for impact.

	5
	The writing is clear, focused and interesting. It holds the reader's attention. Main ideas stand out and are developed by supporting details suitable to audience and purpose.
	5
	The organization enhances the central idea(s) and its development. The order and structure are strong and move the reader through the text. 
	5
	The writer has chosen a voice appropriate for the topic, purpose, and audience. The writer seems committed to the topic, and there is a sense of "writing to be read." The writing is expressive, engaging, or sincere.
	5
	Words convey the intended message in an interesting, precise, and natural way appropriate to audience and purpose. The writer employs a broad range of words which have been carefully chosen and thoughtfully placed for impact.

	4
	The writing is clear and focused. The reader can easily understand the main ideas. Support is present, although it may be limited or rather general.
	4
	Organization is clear and coherent. Order and structure are present, but may seem formulaic. 
	4
	A voice is present. The writer demonstrates commitment to the topic, and there may be a sense of "writing to be read." In places, the writing is expressive, engaging, or sincere.
	4
	Words effectively convey the intended message. The writer employs a variety of words that are functional and appropriate to audience and purpose.

	3
	The reader can understand the main ideas, although they may be overly broad or simplistic, and the results may not be effective. Supporting detail is often limited, insubstantial, overly general, or occasionally slightly off-topic.
	3
	An attempt has been made to organize the writing; however, the overall structure is inconsistent or skeletal.
	3
	The writer's commitment to the topic seems inconsistent. A sense of the writer may emerge at times; however, the voice is either inappropriately personal or inappropriately impersonal.
	3
	Language is quite ordinary, lacking interest and variety, or may be inappropriate to audience and purpose. The writer doesn't employ a variety of words, producing a sort of "generic" paper filled with familiar words and phrases.

	2
	Main ideas and purpose are somewhat unclear or development is attempted but minimal.
	2
	The writing lacks a clear organizational structure. An occasional organizational device is discernible; but, the writing is either difficult to follow and the reader has to reread portions, or the piece is too short to demonstrate organizational skills.
	2
	The writing provides little sense of involvement or commitment. There is no evidence that the writer has chosen a suitable voice.
	2
	Language is monotonous and/or misused, detracting from the meaning and impact.

	1
	The writing lacks a central idea or purpose. 
	1
	The writing lacks coherence; organization seems haphazard and disjointed. Even after rereading, the reader remains confused.
	1
	The writing seems to lack a sense of involvement or commitment. 
	1
	The writing shows an extremely limited vocabulary or is so filled with misuse of words that the meaning is obscured. Only the most general kind of message is communicated because of vague or imprecise language.


	 
	Sentence Fluency
	 
	Conventions
	 
	Citing Sources

	6
	The writing has an effective flow and rhythm. Sentences show a high degree of craftsmanship, with consistently strong and varied structure that makes expressive oral reading easy and enjoyable.
	6
	The writing demonstrates exceptionally strong control of standard writing conventions and uses them effectively to enhance communication. Errors are few and so minor that the reader can easily skim right over them unless they are searching for them.
	6
	The writing demonstrates exceptionally strong commitment to the quality and significance of research and the accuracy of the written document. Documentation is used to avoid plagiarism. 

	5
	The writing has an easy flow and rhythm. Sentences are carefully crafted, with strong and varied structure that makes expressive oral reading easy and enjoyable.
	5
	The writing demonstrates strong control of standard writing conventions and uses them effectively to enhance communication. Errors are so few and so minor that they do not impede readability.
	5
	The writing demonstrates a strong commitment to the quality and significance of research and the accuracy of the written document. Documentation is used to avoid plagiarism. Errors are so few and so minor that the reader can easily skim right over.

	4
	The writing flows; however connections between phrases or sentences may be less than fluid. Sentence patterns are somewhat varied, contributing to ease in oral reading.
	4
	The writing demonstrates control of standard writing conventions. Minor errors, while perhaps noticeable, do not impede readability.
	4
	The writing demonstrates a commitment to the quality and the significance of research and the accuracy of the written document. Documentation is used to avoid plagiarism. Minor errors do not blatantly violate the rules of documentation.

	3
	The writing tends to be mechanical rather than fluid. Occasional awkward constructions may force the reader to slow down or reread.
	3
	The writing demonstrates limited control of standard writing conventions. Errors begin to impede readability.
	3
	The writing demonstrates a limited commitment to the quality and significance of research and the accuracy of the written document. Documentation is sometimes used to avoid plagiarism. Errors begin to violate the rules of documentation.

	2
	The writing tends to be either choppy or rambling. Awkward constructions often force the reader to slow down or reread
	2
	The writing demonstrates little control of standard writing conventions. Frequent, significant errors impede readability.
	2
	The writing demonstrates little commitment to the quality and significance of research and the accuracy of the written document. Frequent errors in documentation result in some plagiarism and often do not enable the reader to check the source.

	1
	The writing is difficult to follow or to read aloud. Sentences tend to be incomplete, rambling, or very awkward.
	1
	Many errors in usage, spelling, capitalization, and punctuation repeatedly distract the reader and make text hard to read. The severity and frequency of errors are so overwhelming that the reader finds it hard to focus on the message and must reread.
	1
	The writing demonstrates disregard for the conventions of research writing. Lack of proper documentation results in plagiarism and does not enable the reader to check the source.


Scoring Guides/Rubrics

Scoring guides, or rubrics, have been developed to provide consistency of scoring of student performance.

· The teacher does not need to use every category of scoring guide for each task. 

· Many teachers and students will find it helpful to focus on the assessment a few skills at a time. 

· The task and scoring guide should be shared with the student to establish clear expectations. 

· Scoring guides may also be used for peer or self-evaluation, providing a basis for self reflection and an understanding of the skills gained through the task. 

· Refined writing pieces may be assessed with the ACTFL writing guidelines. 

adapted from Second Language Elementary, Oregon Department of Education, February, 1995

 

	General Communication Scoring Guide

	 
	Message is
	Delivery is
	Information
	Language Structure
	Pronunciation
	Vocabulary

	6
	easily understood in its entirety
	effortless and smooth
	expands on all relevant information
	employs complex structures and speech; demonstrates a sophistication beyond that which has been studied
	approximates native speech
	is used accurately with creative variety

	5
	comprehensible in its entirety with a few minor flaws
	has no unnatural pauses; sounds like natural speech
	includes all relevant information
	employees consistent and accurate use of structures; .may contain a few minor errors that don't interfere with the communication
	is mostly correct with only minor flaws
	is varied and accurate

	4
	generally comprehensible
	fairly smooth with a few unnatural pauses; slight choppiness and/or occasional error in information
	includes most relevant information
	generally uses correct structures with some errors
	influenced by first language
	is appropriate

	3
	somewhat comprehensible
	occasionally halting and fragmentary with some unnatural pauses, choppiness, or inappropriate intonation
	includes a fair amount of relevant information; may include contradictions, informational gaps, or redundancies
	demonstrates an inconsistent use of correct structures
	shows strong influence from first language
	is simple with some inappropriate use

	2
	difficult to understand 
	very halting and fragmentary with many unnatural pauses; speech sounds mechanical
	little relevant information is presented
	shows many errors in use of structure
	is dominated by first language
	is limited or incorrect

	1
	incomprehensible
	very halting and fragmentary with excessive unnatural pauses
	vague or confusing information is presented
	has no apparent understanding of structures
	interferes with comprehension
	is very poor or inaccurate for topic; first language words may be used; speaker may create a target language form from first language


adapted from Second Language Elementary, Oregon Department of Education, February, 1995
