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This assignment is worth 20% of your final course mark.

You are required to write an essay, approximately 8 pages long, based on one of the novels listed below.    In that essay you will identify a character or a group of characters and show how historical forces and movements affect them in the course of the story.

These novels are of course fictional works, and most were written in recent years by authors who are little closer to the time being portrayed than you are.   For the purposes of the assignment, however, you are allowed to assume that your author has given an accurate account of the historical, geographical and cultural background in which he or she has placed the characters.    You are also allowed to assume that the characters are believable portraits of people of the time and place described.

To succeed in this assignment you will need to formulate a clear thesis (as I call it) or argument (as Prof. Crane prefers to call it), and carefully and systematically prove it.    A reader should be able to identify your thesis statement or argument, and follow you point by point, thorough the evidence you use, without being confused about the relevance of that evidence.    

Your main source of information will be the novel itself.   You will also want to use historical books and articles about the time and place in which it is set.    At the very least, you will want to use your textbook; you are strongly encouraged to go beyond the textbook.   Your authors put a lot of research and thought into their work, and in some cases drew on extensive personal experience.    They, and maybe their original audiences, knew a lot more about the setting of their novels than you do.   To get an accurate idea of what historical forces are acting on the characters, you will want to go beyond the novel and the short summary of events in the textbook.

Avoid plagiarism by citing all work used in writing the paper in your bibliography, and by enclosing direct quotations in quotation marks (or by setting extensive quotations off by indentation).  See Rampolla for more on plagiarism and avoiding it.

 A common fault in student essays is neglecting to back up general points with good, convincing details.    If a character in your novel hated a neighbor, for instance, and this is an important point, at the very least you will need to give a reference in a footnote, so that your reader can check the accuracy of your statement.    If hatred of a neighbor was a very important aspect of the character’s experience, you might want to include a quotation from the novel that makes your general point concrete, and brings the point to life.   Similarly, certain kinds of hatred might be an important part of the historical situation in which the novel is set.   A citation or perhaps a quotation of a historical source would be useful here, too.

At the same time, you will not want to write a paper that looks like it has been pasted together from a large number of quotations.   You have to control the paper, its voice has to be your voice, you have to give it a structure.

Good grammar, spelling and accurate word choice are all required.    Know the difference between there and their, its and it’s, affect and effect, and other commonly confused words.  Don’t confuse plurals (friends) with possessives (friend’s).    Spell your professors’ names right.    Proofread after you use the spellchecker.   Act like you care about the reader – it makes a big difference.

The Rampolla book is an excellent guide to all aspects of writing history essays.

Books 
(not in Campus Shop; you may want to order on line or special order through Gulliver’s Quality Books and Toys, 157 Main St. W.)

Chinua Achebe, Girls at War (ISBN # 0385418965)
Ivo Andric, The Bridge on the Drina (ISBN # 0226020452)

J.G. Ballard, The Empire of the Sun (ISBN # 0743265238)

Mario Vargas Llosa, Captain Pantoja and the Special Service 

(ISBN # 374522367)
Abdelrahman Munif, Cities of Salt, (ISBN #039475526X)
