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CHAIR’S REMARKS  |  Kirsten Greer 

Welcome to the 2017 issue of Past Place
Although it has been a few years since the last issue of Past Place, it is my hope to bring back the 
HGSG newsletter as a means of continuing the tradition, which has been part of our specialty group for 
the last 46 years. 

The origins of the newsletter can be traced back to the 1971 American Association of Geographers’ 
Annual Meeting in Boston.  Inspired by the breadth of historical geography sessions at the AAG 
conference, and the meetings of the New England St. Lawrence Valley Specialty Interest Group in 
Historical Geography, 30 historical geographers met informally to discuss the creation of a newsletter to 
maintain and extend the communication among the group.  The prime function of the outlet was to 
appraise historical geographers of the interests and on-going research of the group’s “subscribers,” and 
to perform services not otherwise covered by journals and professional organizations in North America. 
The first two issues of the HGSG newsletter, edited by Martin J. Bowden (Clark University) and Ralph 
D. Vicero (San Fernando Valley State College), first appeared to HGSG members in December 1971.
These first issues proved to be a rich resource into the history of historical geography in the late 1960s
and early 1970s.  During this time, North American historical geographers formed regional interest
groups such as the New England St. Lawrence Valley Specialty Interest Group in Historical Geography.
This group met at several locations including Worcester, where they focused on the theme of “Historical
economic geography of New England” in the fall of 1968.  Leading this theme was J.R. Peet of Clark
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University, and his paper centered on “American agriculture in the canal era: a von Thünen 
interpretation.”   

Other New England St. Lawrence Valley Specialty Interest Group in Historical Geography meetings 
occurred across the border in Canada.  In the fall of 1969, historical geographers met in Montreal to 
discuss themes on “Historical geography of north-east North America” and “Aspects of Caribbean 
historical geography.”  David Watts of Hull University presented a paper on “Cane hole and dung farm: 
effects of erosion in agricultural practices in eighteenth-century Barbados.” 
The first issues of the newsletter highlight conference reports such as the Conference on the National 
Archives in Historical Geography in Washington D.C., November 8-9, 1971.  Donald Meinig provided 
the keynote address, “Research on the historical geography of the United States,” stressing the 
importance of the National Archives as “key to this type of reconstructions.” At that time, he noted, only 
R.H. Brown had attempted to do so. 

Two included sections were “Book Notes” and “Recent Journal Publications.” The first listed notable 
works published in 1971, such as Carl O. Sauer’s Sixteenth-Century North America: The Land and the 
People as Seen by the Europeans and David Ward’s Cities and Immigrants: A Geography of Change in 
Nineteenth-Century America. The latter highlighted two articles on the theory and approach to historical 
geography: Cole Harris’s “Theory and synthesis in historical geography,” published in The Canadian 
Geographer (Fall 1971), and John A. Jakle’s, “Time, space, and the geographic past: a prospectus for 
historical geography,” published in American Historical Review (October 1971). 
Another exciting feature in these past newsletters – at least for me! – is the “Annotated Register of 
Historical Geographers.”  The list of members includes many familiar names such as Alan Baker, Jock 
Galloway, David Lee, and Richard Ruggles.  The list documents the affiliation of each individual and 
their research interests.  For example, R.G. Cant from the Department of Geography at Canterbury 
University was interested in the historical geography of Southeast Asia and the South Pacific; Donald F. 
Lynch from the Department of Geography at the University of Alaska focused on the historical 
geography of Russia, particularly between 1760-1860; and Tao-chang Chiang, from Honolulu, Hawaii, 
was interested in the historical geography of China’s salt industry.  
The next iteration of Past Place will draw from earlier newsletter issues. We will continue to include 
details on the HGSG Distinguished Historical Geographer.  This past April, Audrey Kobayashi 
delivered the lecture in Boston at the AAG.  Audrey’s paper will be published in Historical Geography 
later this year.   

We have elected to include a follow-up 
section on each year’s Distinguished 
Historical Geographer Lecture in the 
newsletter. These will be reflections of a 
scholar whose trajectory has been 
shaped by the Distinguished Historical 
Geographer. This year, we highlight 
Katie Pickles, Associate Dean of 
Postgraduate Research and Professor and 
Head of History at the University of 
Canterbury, who writes about her years 
with Audrey as a PhD student in the 
Department of Geography at McGill 
University in the early 1990s. 

We are also pleased to announce next 
year’s Distinguished Historical 
Geographer lecturer, Craig Colten. His 
lecture will be held in New Orleans.   

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1 
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Other newsletter features include a piece by outgoing Historical Geography editor, Maria Lane, who 
championed the journal through challenging times, and made valuable contributions to the field of 
historical geography over the years.  The section called Fieldwork highlights recent projects from the 
field by historical geographers, and “#historicalgeographersgonewild” illustrates, through photographs, 
the sites of fieldwork, conferences, and travel by HGSG members.   
Over the coming year, we look forward to receiving contributions to the next newsletter. We also aim to 
digitize past issues of Past Place and link them on an HGSG website for all of you to share. I look 
forward to seeing you at the AAG meeting in New Orleans in April 2018. 

> Thank you to Richard Schein for providing a copy of each of the first two issues of Past Place.

HGSG DISTINGUISHED HISTORICAL GEOGRAPHER 
LECTURE SERIES 
DISTINGUISHED HISTORICAL GEOGRAPHER 2017  |  Audrey Kobayashi 

This year’s Distinguished Historical Geographer was past Association of American 
Geographers’ President, Professor Audrey Kobayashi (Geography, Queen’s University). 

“Historical Geography in the Service of Social Justice” 
The presentation is partly autobiographical in that it charts the journey from a rigorous education in 
historical methods, including archival methods, to the present day when I attempt to understand the 
geographies of the present in light of the past, and to situate those geographies to contribute to citizens’ 
activism. Theoretically, this trajectory can be understood according to what Sartre calls the “past of our 
present,” or what Foucault more generally refers to as “genealogy.” Set within the Downtown Eastside 
of Vancouver, this research is based on thirty years of intensive archival exploration that provides a 
basis for mapping not only the local facts of community but also the forces/praxes of colonialism, 
racialization, and class formation in the dialectic of the modern city. That mapping is a basis for 
understanding the present-day manifestations of those same processes to maintain what is now the single 
most impoverished neighborhood in Canada in the midst of one of the most expensive housing markets  

 AUDREY KOBAYASHI 
Queen’s University 

Audrey Kobayahi PhD FRSC is a Professor 
of Geography and Planning, and the 
Queen’s Research Chair, Queen’s 
University, Kingston, Ontario. She has 
published extensively in the areas of 
human rights, anti-racism, immigration, and 
employment equity, as well as on the 
historical geography of Japanese Canadian 
communities. Many of her projects have 
involved direct community involvement, 
including membership on the team that 
negotiated the Japanese Canadian 
Redress Settlement in 1988. She is the 
Past President of both the American 
Association of Geographers and the 
Canadian Association of Geographers, and 
a previous editor of the Annals of the 
American Association of Geographers. In 
2015, she became a Fellow of the Royal 
Society of Canada.  

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 2 
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in the world. An activist historical geography can bring the archives into the process of understanding 
and critiquing ongoing social processes in particular/material landscapes. Even more important, it can 
also mobilize knowledge of those processes as part of citizen advocacy groups’ demands for social 
justice.

Audrey’s talk will be featured in the 2017 issue of Historical Geography later this year. 

REFLECTIONS ON A DISTINGUISHED HISTORICAL GEOGRAPHER FROM A FORMER 
STUDENT  |  Katie Pickles 

In the fall of 1991, I went to McGill University to study towards a PhD in geography. At the time, 
Audrey was part of a strong team of historical and cultural geographers at McGill, including Sherry 
Olson, Theo Hills and Jan Lundgren. The department taught rigorous and applied, yet theoretical 
geography.  There was a strong emphasis on partnering with communities to achieve tangible positive 
outcomes. Audrey was a strong player, bravely calling herself an activist and advocating on gender 
equity, human rights and ethics, and anti-racism.  
Audrey was an inspiring champion, unafraid to call what she considered undesirable practices 
‘outrageous’. As Director of Graduate Studies she dedicated much effort, first, to making sure that we 
were thoroughly steeped in the history of the discipline and, second, to teaching her students a wide-
ranging suite of professional skills. Audrey sought to train good geographical citizens, equipped for a 
variety of careers.  She practiced what she preached in professional service, deploying an immense 
amount of energy into mentoring. She allowed her graduate students to shadow her, gaining skills in 
researching, editing, teaching, public speaking and professional conduct. Over 20 years on, I still find 
myself thinking ‘how would Audrey react to this?’ or ‘what would she say in this meeting?’. Her 
courage to raise uncomfortable issues remains with me and her sense of social justice is inspirational. 

When it came time for me to decide upon a thesis topic, Audrey wrote in an early thesis proposal ‘what 
about the IODE?’ And thus was I introduced to the Imperial Order Daughters of the Empire (see Katie 
Pickles, Female Imperialism and National Identity: Imperial Order Daughters of the Empire, 
Manchester University Press, Studies in Imperialism, 2002/09). Audrey is a past IODE scholar and she 
instinctively guided me toward a focus that suited my interest in gender, ‘race’ and decolonisation. As 
always, her advice was subtle, yet clear and enabling.  

When commenting on thesis drafts, 
Audrey was always able to skillfully cut 
to the chase and in a few searing words 
capture what needed to be improved 
upon. Her acute observations in 
departmental seminars were always 
impressive. And she always had an eye 
and ear for latest trends and 
developments. She was a voracious 
reader, writer and discussant.  

Audrey’s work on reading landscapes 
and an engagement with post-structural 
theory, in particular theories of 
‘whiteness’, has continued to influence 
my own work (see Katie Pickles, 
Transnational Outrage: The Death and 
Commemoration of Edith Cavell, 
Palgrave, 2007/15). Akin to Audrey’s 
interests, migration has become an 
enduring theme in my work (see Katie 
Pickles and Lyndon Fraser (eds) Shifting 
Centres: Women and Migration in New 
Zealand History, Otago University 
Press, 2002).  Her concern with gender, 
‘race’ and colonisation informs my 
scholarship along similar lines (see Katie 

KATIE PICKLES is Associate Dean of 
Postgraduate Research and Professor and Head 
of History at the University of Canterbury and Past 
President of the New Zealand Historical 
Association. She is the author of over 50 journal 
articles, chapters in books and opinion editorials, 
the editor of six scholarly volumes of essays and 
the author of three books. 

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 3 
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Pickles and Catharine Coleborne (eds) New Zealand’s Empire, Manchester University Press, Studies in 
Imperialism, 2015) and (Katie Pickles and Myra Rutherdale (eds) Contact Zones: Aboriginal and Settler 
Women in Canada’s Colonial Past, UBC Press, 2005).    
Audrey made us put ‘race’ in inverted commas. She was intersectional before the term was coined.  Her 
combination of activism and theory made geography truly relevant and exciting. It also enabled her 
students to confidently follow in her footsteps. My recent book Christchurch Ruptures (Bridget 
Williams Books, 2016) concerns the devastating Canterbury earthquakes of 2010-11, a landscape of 
change, and is an attempt to intervene as an historical geographer to assist in rebuilding a better city that 
takes the opportunity to leave behind the defunct aspects of its colonial past.  
Working as a research assistant for Audrey was always exciting. She had multiple projects 
simultaneously under investigation. These projects involved a wide variety of sources and concepts, but 
underpinning them all was an original historical geographer’s imagination. An active, evolving 
imagination, steeped in the best of the discipline, and creating new horizons. 

DISTINGUISHED HISTORICAL GEOGRAPHER 2018  |  Craig Colten 

“Values of Practicing Historical Geography” 
Academic offerings in historical geography may be in a period of eclipse, but scholarship on 
geographies of the past is prolific.  There are several reasons for this, and one that is often overlooked is 
the fundamental value of this line of inquiry beyond the academy.  This presentation considers three 
historical maps as tools to examine the values of historical geography to current and future societies.  A 
1940s depiction of a chemical plant’s toxic dump exposes knowledge of hazardous wastes well before 
federal legislation addressed this danger.  It had significant value in recent environmental litigation and 
federal efforts to clean up damaged landscapes.  An 1850s sanitary map of New Orleans reveals early 
efforts to depict threats and to delimit the sources of epidemic disease that foretold the emergence of risk 
assessment and served as a stepping stone in hazards mapping.  New Orleans’s “Green Dot” map 
released in the aftermath of Hurricane Katrina highlights the erosion of social memory in adapting to 
hazardous situations and the need for planners and government bodies to allow thorough and effective 
citizen participation in responding to changing environments.  Each represents a different type of value,  

CRAIG E. COLTEN 
Louisiana State University 

Craig E. Colten is the Carl O. Sauer 
Professor of Geography in the Department 
of Geography and Anthropology at 
Louisiana State University. For over 30 
years, he has been involved with studying 
the geography of hazards, including topics 
such as resilience, adaptation to changing 
environments in Coastal Louisiana, water 
and hazards in the American South, and 
toxic waste sites in the United States.  
Craig served as HGSG Chair from 1995-
1998, and has contributed significantly to 
the field of historical geography through his 
research, publications, and teaching.  
Among his previous publications are An 
Unnatural Metropolis: Wresting New 
Orleans from Nature (2005), Perilous Place 
and Powerful Storms (2009), Southern 
Waters (2014), and (with Elaine Yodis) The 
Geography of Louisiana (2007). 

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 4 
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while underscoring the deep and enduring social contributions that can arise from well-researched and 
clearly written historical geography. 
 
 
 
 
HISTORICAL GEOGRAPHY              

HISTORICAL GEOGRAPHY EDITOR’S PERSPECTIVE  |  Maria Lane 
 
As I prepare to move on after seven years as a co-editor of Historical Geography, it’s remarkable to 
look back at the considerable change that has occurred at the journal in these years. When I joined co-
editors Karen Morin and Garth Myers in 2011, the journal was preparing to publish its last-ever print 
issue. After having lost Louisiana State University’s institutional support in the wake of Hurricane 
Katrina, the journal was facing a difficult financial future. Subscription revenues could not cover 
production and distribution expenses to maintain Historical Geography as an independent print journal.  
As a result, HG entered the realm of all-digital publication in 2012, with a special issue devoted to 
“Digital Historical Geography.” We invited authors that year to explore the boundaries and opportunities 
of electronic publishing, eventually presenting their work in formats ranging from video and slideshow 
to interactive cartography.   
This successful experiment, however, almost never saw the light of the Internet. When HG’s 
independent publisher suddenly and unexpectedly went out of business in fall 2012, the journal was left 
with no production support in a critical transition year. Very fortunately for the journal, however, the 
University of New Mexico had just launched the Open Journal System (OJS) platform and agreed to 
begin hosting us that year with free technical support for subscription management and content hosting. 
The AAG’s Historical Geography Specialty Group also provided a subvention – funded with increased 
member fees – to help pay for the production and editorial assistants needed to prepare the journal for 
publication each year. 
Since then, the journal has embraced its all-digital identity and celebrated its ability to offer new 
flexibility to HG authors. Along with new co-editor Arn Keeling (Memorial University, Newfoundland), 
who joined the team in 2015 after both Karen and Garth had finished their terms, we have explored a 
variety of approaches to help authors communicate effectively in our digital format. We’ve relished the 
opportunity to bring HG authors’ scholarship to an ever-widening audience, through provision of open    

 
 

 
 

access after 12 months, publication of  
“early-view” papers that decrease delays 
after acceptance, support for extensive 
(color) imagery, and intensive use of 
hyperlinks and external media.  

 

The journal has also worked to promote 
these new opportunities to potential 
authors through higher online visibility, 
a closer relationship with the HGSG 
specialty group, and an initial foray into 
social media. (Follow us on twitter: 
@historicalgeog.) Although I certainly 
never envisioned in 2011 that today 
we’d be running a daily twitter feed and 
offering a free platform for open-access 
publications, it is certainly a delight to 
catalog so many positive changes in 
such a short time.  

we’ve relished the opportunity 
to bring HG authors’ 
scholarship to an ever-
widening audience 

“ 

“ 
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Despite all of these changes, however, many of the best things about the journal remain the same. We 
still offer an important publication venue for early-career scholars, we still proudly publish each year’s 
Distinguished Historical Geography Lecture, and we still point toward each year’s special issue as a 
record of definitive and impactful scholarship in historical geography. This year will be no different, 
with volume 45 set to publish in December. It is a special issue on “Historical GIS and Art History,” and 
it also includes Audrey Kobayashi’s Distinguished Historical Geographer Lecture, plus the usual variety 
of research articles and book reviews. 
As we continue to develop the journal as a forum for historical geographers across multiple regions, I 
am excited to announce two new editors who have recently come on board to serve as co-editors with 
Arn. Dr. Briony McDonagh (University of Hull) is a geographer who specializes in the study of rural 
cultural landscapes, property, and gender in Early Modern England, and Dr. Michael Wise (University 
of North Texas) is an historian with expertise in both food and animal histories in the United States. We 
expect that the addition of editorial expertise in these different areas of history and historical geography 
will broaden the journal’s potential reach and impact.  

 
 

 

FIELDWORK 

FROM THE FIELD  |  Laura Cameron / Matt Rogalsky  

Into the Middle of Things (2017) 
Historical geographers interested in oral/aural methodologies and/or the possibilities of research-
creation may wish to hear something about ‘SOUNDWORK’. This current exhibition at Fieldwork 
(http://www.fieldworkproject.com/), a unique rural art space near Perth, Ontario, is a series of 
outdoor installations, many of them interactive, that explore the intersection of sound and art. As part 
of our larger collaboration investigating the life and work of the early Canadian environmental sound 
recordist, William W.H. Gunn, we were pleased to contribute one of the six new works inspired by 
the land at Fieldwork. As the title suggests, we wanted to put the listener right ‘into the middle of 
things’: spatially (the middle of a proposed trail and the largest Indigenous land claim in Ontario), 
temporally (raising questions about the role of future, current and buried geographies), and ethically 

 

HG is well-poised to       
make its next step. “ 

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 6 

With this trio of talented editors at the 
helm, HG is well-poised to make its 
next steps. I look forward eagerly to 
seeing where the journal goes next, 
and I have every confidence its 
impact will grow substantially in the 
coming years. I thank everyone at 
HGSG for its years of support – both 
personally for myself and financially 
for the journal. It has been an honor 
to serve as editor and to work 
alongside so many of you.  

 

Laura Cameron at the outdoor installation “Into the Middle of 
Things.” The installation was part of a larger project, Fieldwork, 
located near Perth, Ontario. 

“ “ 

http://www.fieldworkproject.com/
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(critically addressing settler perception through the use of historical field recordings).  
Our piece showcases the song of the white-throated sparrow (Zonotrichia albicollis) documented by 
Gunn in Algonquin Park (Ontario, 1954) and in the Adirondacks (New York State, 1954). Often heard 
as strongly symbolic of Canada, the white-throated sparrow is the first bird to sing on Gunn’s best-
selling 1955 LP, A Day in Algonquin Park. Its song is commonly described in mnemonics as ‘Sweet, 
sweet Canada, Canada, Canada.’ However, Neltje Blanchan, in her 1917 book Canadian Birds Worth 
Knowing, noted that New Englanders instead heard the distinct phrase "I-I-Pea-body, Pea-bod-y, Pea-
bod-y-I, extolling the name of one of their first families" (Greer and Cameron, 2006, p. 42). Many other 
variations exist, reflecting specific cultural, geographical, and temporal positionalities.  
When putting on our headphones, the listener is invited to take on the role of witness to these voices of 
long-deceased birds, asking questions such as: ‘what do I hear?’, but also: ‘what happened here? And 
what is absent?’ This piece references to the current plan for the A2A Trail, a corridor between the 
Algonquin and Adirondack Parks, which would pass through Haudenosaunee and Anishinaabe 
Territories and through Perth at its halfway point. Songs of white-throated sparrows from Algonquin 
Park (1954) are presented to your right ear and songs from the Adirondacks (1960) to your left. A 
microphone is also there in the field, on a stand, picking up live ambient sounds and mixing them in the 
listeners’ ears with the songs of the sparrows. The headphone and microphone cables emerging from the 
ground signal the role of past (and buried) geographies, as well as critical considerations of settler 
listening and perception, which may be essential to the project of imagining corridors, trails, and 
migration routes: connections and (re-)conciliations. 

Gunn (1913-1984) was an international pioneer and key popularizer of ‘nature’ sound recordings. As the 
creator of high quality field recordings, including the wildlife soundtracks for CBC's ‘The Nature of 
Things’ for over twenty years, Gunn recorded soundscapes across Canada as well as locations in the 
Galapagos Islands, East Africa, Sri Lanka and Costa Rica. The research has had a number of creative 
outputs so far including public exhibitions and a weekend workshop hosted by the Toronto-based New 
Adventures in Sound Art. Currently we are working on a radio documentary and Laura has begun 
drafting a book, tentatively entitled The Listener: William W.H. Gunn and Fields of Sound.  A recorded 
introduction to ‘Into the Middle of Things’ may be found here: 
https://mattrogalsky.bandcamp.com/track/into-the-middle-of-things. 

 
Greer, K. and Cameron, L. 2006. ‘Swee-ee-et Cán-a-da, Cán-a-da, Cán-a-da’: Sensuous Landscapes of Birdwatching in the 
Eastern Provinces, 1900–39. Material History Review 62 (Autumn): 35–43. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MATT ROGALSKY'S work in sonic arts 
focuses on live electroacoustic music 
performance and intermedia installations. His 
work has most recently been shown at 
Université de Laval Gallery (2016), the 
Asunción Biennial (2015), the Electric Eclectics 
Festival (2016 and 2014), Supercrawl (2015), 
and Mercer Union (2013). His academic 
background includes studies at Simon Fraser 
University (BA, Contemporary Arts), Wesleyan 
University (MA, Music) and City University 
London UK (PhD, Music), and he teaches at 
Queen’s University where he is Director of the 
Sonic Arts Studio in the Dan School of Drama 
and Music. 
 
LAURA CAMERON is an Associate Professor 
of historical geography at Queen’s University in 
Kingston, Canada. She is the author of 
Openings: A Meditation on History, Method and 
Sumas Lake (1997), co-editor of Emotion, Place 
and Culture (2009) and Rethinking the Great 
White North: Race, Nature and the Historical 
Geographies of Whiteness (2011), co-author of 
Freud in Cambridge (2017) and has published 
numerous papers on the history of fieldwork, 
psychoanalysis, ecology and sound. Ongoing 
research-creation with sound artist Matt 
Rogalsky addresses the life and work of field 
recordist W.W.H. Gunn. Currently, she is 
completing a book that centers on 
correspondence between Marie Stopes and 
C.G. Hewitt. 
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IN THE FIELD  |  Margôt Maddison-MacFadyen  
 

Bermuda Onions 
I visited Bermuda for the third time as a researcher in August 2017, this time as the Canada Research 
Chair Postdoctoral Research Fellow for Global Environmental Histories and Geographies. The 
testimonies, or slave narratives, of two Bermuda-born women, Mary Elsie Tucker (1813-1917) and 
Mary Prince (1787 or 1788/after 1833), brought me there. Both women recall working as cultivators in 
Bermuda in the early nineteenth century. Tucker’s testimony highlights her work as an enslaved child to 
“mind the onion seed,” which meant to use a palmetto bird swat to keep birds from eating seeds set by 
onions. The seeds were crucial to the next year’s onion crop. Prince recalls working as a cultivator in a 
slave-owner’s “grounds,” where she tended a variety of food plant species, including onions. Sections of 
Tucker’s testimony appear in Nellie Eileen Musson’s 1979 book Mind the Onion Seed: Black ‘Roots’ 
Bermuda. Better-known than Tucker, Prince is the storyteller of The History of Mary Prince, A West 
Indian Slave, Related by Herself, first published in 1831. 

The day following my arrival in the territory, I made my way to the Bermuda Archives where I was 
greeted by the Archives’s always helpful and friendly staff. Five minutes later, the 
shipping manifest Customs House of St. George’s, Outward, 1780-1784 was in my hands. 
I opened it to a random page. On that page, the Customs House clerk had listed several 
ships laden with onions leaving St. George’s for West Indian destinations. Some of the 
vessels carried only onions as cargo, but others carried a mixed cargo, including Bermuda 
cut (or sawn) stone and live ducks. After the initial thrill of that first finding, I settled in to 
photograph all the shipping records available from Bermuda’s St. George’s and Hamilton 
Customs Houses through to Emancipation, which in the British Empire occurred in 1834. 
Unfortunately, not all shipping records, 1780-1834, are deposited in the Bermuda 
Archives. Perhaps they have not survived. 
My early finding in regard to the amount of onions clearing Bermuda’s St. George’s and 
Hamilton ports is staggering and suggests that the Bermuda onion was grown as a 
plantation crop by enslaved Bermudians primarily to feed enslaved workers on West 
Indian plantations. It could be that the Bermuda onion has been overlooked as a large-
scale, slave-produced commodity and that it might be listed amongst other slave-produced 
commodities such as sugar, molasses, rum, rice, tobacco, timber, and salt. As an 
example, in 1781, 638,500 pound of onions cleared Bermuda’s St. George’s and 
Hamilton ports. Onions clearing St. George’s in 1781 totaled 272,500 pounds, and in 

   

Customs House of St. George’s, Outward, 1780-1784, pp. 31-32, showing nine 
vessels, six carrying onions to West Indian islands from St. George’s in 1781. 
The total amount of onions transported in these six shipments was 81,000 
pounds. Courtesy of the Bermuda Archives. 

MARGÔT MADDISON-MACFADYEN 
graduated in 2017 from the Memorial University 
of Newfoundland with an Interdisciplinary PhD. 
Currently, she is a Canada Research Chair 
Postdoctoral Research Fellow in Global 
Environmental Histories and Geographies, and 
Kirsten Greer is her mentor. Her poems, short 
stories, and academic essays appear nationally 
and internationally in both cultural and scholarly 
journals, including the Newfoundland Quarterly, 
the Bermuda Journal of Archaeology and 
Maritime History, and Slavery & Abolition: A 
Journal of Slave and Post-Slave Studies. She is 
working on a book based on her PhD 
dissertation, “Reclaiming Histories of 
Enslavement from the Maritime Atlantic and a 
Curriculum: The History of Mary Prince.” 
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Hamilton it was 366,000 pounds.  Fifty-five shipments saw 602,000 
pounds going to seven West Indian islands – Barbados, Antigua, St. 
Christopher, Anguilla, Tortola, St. Thomas and Jamaica. St. Thomas 
received the largest single shipment of 35,000 pounds, and also the 
smallest of 1,000 pounds. The remaining 36,500 pounds of the 1781 
Bermuda onion crop also went to seven destinations, but west and north in 
single shipments to Georgia, Charles Town, Portsmouth, Penobscot, 
Halifax, Newfoundland, and Quebec City.  

Twelve years later, in 1793, St. George’s shipping records (Custom House 
of St. George’s, Outward Manifests, 1788-1794) indicate that Bermuda 
onions clearing St. George’s had increased by 59% from 1781’s 272,500 
pounds to 433,000 pounds. The onions went to eight West Indian islands. 
Antigua was shipped the largest quantity: 94,000 pounds in five shipments. 
Dominica was second with 92,000 pounds in three shipments, and 
Barbados was third with 85,000 pounds in four shipments. Other West 
Indian islands that were shipped Bermuda onions from St. George’s in 1793 were St. Christopher, 
Montserrat, Grenada, and St. Vincent. Montserrat was shipped the least amount of onions: 5,000 pounds 
in a single shipment. 

Currently, I have not been able to find Hamilton shipping records for the same year, 1793. However, if 
Hamilton saw the same 59% increase from 1781 as had St. George’s, then the 366,000 pounds shipped 
through Hamilton in 1781 would have grown to approximately 580,000 pounds of onions clearing the 
port in 1793. Though speculation at this point, the total amount of onions clearing both ports in 1793 
might have easily exceeded one million pounds. 
Research trips are never long enough, and my two weeks in Bermuda being spent, I returned to Canada 
at the end of August where I have begun to critically reflect on my findings – and to plan my next trip to 
Bermuda, probably February 2018. Meanwhile, I have turned to historic charts for an indication of 
where these huge amounts of Bermuda onions being shipped were grown in the late eighteenth century. 
The 1789-1797 hydrographic survey of Bermuda by Thomas Hurd RN has proven illuminating. Hurd’s 
attention to detail indicates agricultural fields spread across the archipelago, but with by far the largest 
concentration in Smith’s, Hamilton, and St. George’s Parishes. 

My study of the Bermuda onion, and of other commodities produced by enslaved Bermudians, will lead 
to a clearer understanding of how the circulation of people, knowledge, and commodities generated 
social and environmental consequences in not only Bermuda, but also in the West Indies and colonies as 

far north as Quebec and Newfoundland. 
It will also demonstrate the value of 
including the literary, in this case 
Tucker’s and Prince’s slave narratives, 
in an historical-geographical approach. 
The slave narratives, when combined 
with other primary sources – diaries, 
letterbooks, shipping records, 
Governor’s dispatches, and charts, for 
example – tell a more complete story 
and illuminate what may have been 
previously overlooked. 
 

A section of the 1789-1797 hydrographic survey by 
Thomas Hurd RN showing agricultural fields in sections of 
Smith’s, Hamilton, and St. George’s Parishes. Courtesy of 
the National Museum of Bermuda. 
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CONFERENCE REPORTS  
HISTORICAL GEOGRAPHY AT THE 2017 AAG IN BOSTON  |  By Arn Keeling /           
Kirsten Greer 
 
In this historic American city, historical geographers enjoyed a series of Specialty Group-sponsored 
sessions and special events at the AAG annual meeting. The group sponsored 18 panel/paper sessions, a 
memorial lecture honouring Karl Butzer, a film screening, and the Distinguished Historical Geography 
Lecture. As usual, a close reading of the program revealed that many other sessions featuring historical 
work filled the program, a testament to the wide interest of geographers in historical questions and 
methods – and to the fact that often historical geography does not sail under its own flag. 

The sessions sponsored by the HGSG included a diverse array of topics and themes, including: 
environmental histories; geography, war, and the human sciences; spatial humanities; critical physical 
geography; memory and place; neoliberal urbanism and the White city; and historical medical/health 
geographies. The SG also held its annual business meeting (see column in this issue), in conjunction 
with the meeting of the Editorial Board of Historical Geography. 
The undoubted highlight of the AAG was the Distinguished Historical Geography Lecture, delivered to 
a packed meeting room by Dr. Audrey Kobayashi of Queen’s University. Co-sponsored by the AAG 
Featured Theme of Mainstreaming Human Rights in Geography, Dr. Kobayashi’s lecture offered her 
reflections on “Historical Geography in the Service of Social Justice.” Drawing from her 35-year career 
as a scholar, teacher, and leading activist, Dr. Kobayashi linked her early training and research in 
historical geography in Japan and Canada to her remarkable trajectory as a scholar-activist. Her full 
lecture, to be reprinted in the 2017 issue of Historical Geography, provoked a wide-ranging discussion 
on the relevance of historical research and methods for engaging in contemporary struggles for social 
justice.  

Andrea Wulf’s keynote talk on her book, The Invention of Nature (2015) or “The Adventures of 
Alexander von Humboldt, the Lost Hero of Science,” attracted a large group of geographers.  Humboldt, 
of course, is no stranger to the historical geographer.  However, Wulf provided a lively account of the 
Prussian scientist and his fieldwork experiences in distant lands, and the significant impact he had on the 
nineteenth-century sciences.  
The Boston meeting also included a tribute to Doreen Massey, one of the leading figures in twentieth-
century geography.  Massey was an emeritus professor of geography at The Open University, and  

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

Based on her award-winning book, The 
Invention of Nature, Andrea Wulf gave a lively 
account of the fieldwork experiences of 
Alexander Von Humboldt. 
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passed away in March 2016.  She was one of the most influential thinkers on the left, and her work on 
space, place and power has been a source of inspiration to many historical geographers.  

A notable exhibition just down the street from the AAG conference centre at the Boston Public Library 
was “Regions and Seasons: Mapping Climate through History.” This exhibition explored five centuries 
of mapping broad climate zones, wind direction, ocean currents, and related weather events, and 
compared the histories of these practices with contemporary techniques of mapping climatic data with 
the use of computers and models that analyze the impact of changing climatic conditions on future 
generations.  

The breadth and variety, if not the sheer number, of sessions, papers, and events linked to historical 
geography at the 2017 AAG was notable and worth celebrating. If historical geography still struggles at 
times for recognition from even fellow human geographers, it is also apparent that historical 
geographers are at the heart of some of the most innovative and timely geographical questions being 
asked in the discipline. In Boston, one only needed to look across the river to Cambridge, home of 
geography department-less Harvard University, to recall the significance of historical context and 
events. Let’s hope that in New Orleans the flag of historical geography is raised again, yet higher.  
 
 

 

 
H-HISTGEOG  

The H-HistGeog network is a forum for geographers, historians, and all 
others who have an interest in the intricate relationship between space and 
time. To join the listserv, go to https://networks.h-net.org/h-histgeog and 
then click on "Subscribe to this network." 
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Poster for “Regions and Seasons: Mapping 
Climate through History,” an exhibition at the 
Boston Public Library. 

https://networks.h-net.org/h-histgeog
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2017 ANNUAL CONFERENCES OF THE AMERICAN SOCIETY FOR ENVIRONMENTAL 
HISTORY & THE EUROPEAN SOCIETY FOR ENVIRONMENTAL HISTORY  |  Craig Colten 
 
Historical geographers were present in multiple capacities at the American Society for Environmental 
History (ASEH) conference in Chicago this past spring.  We were among the presenters, book authors, 
and also figured prominently among the newly installed officers.  While attendance among historical 
geographers seemed to be down a bit from recent years, there was strong representation nonetheless. In 
particular, Graeme Wynn is now the society’s president and most fittingly he is the first historical 
geographer to hold that title. His long-standing contributions to historical geography of the environment 
has transcended the porous boundaries between our fields and enabled him to gain an international 
reputation among environmental historians.   
A plenary session offered an opportunity for a lively discussion of William Cronon’s Nature’s 
Metropolis at 25 years.  Bill, who holds appointments in history and geography, took questions from 
local journalist Patrick Reardon as he reflected on his influential book’s conceptualization and its 
impacts before participating in a lively discussion with the audience. 
Eric Perramond and Bob Wilson presented with historians in a session entitled Winds of the 
Anthropocene. Their presentations addressed water issues in the American West and social justice in the 
context of climate change.  In addition to their session, Craig Colten participated in an international 
panel discussing the role of history in examining long-term environmental risks.  Kirsten Greer 
presented on her collaborative work with Adam Csank, examining long-term climate using both 
historical and dendrochronology records. 
With the conference theme of flows, there were an ample number of papers on water. The anthropocene 
also loomed large on the program as did environmental justice, migration, and pollution/waste topics.   
One of the treats of the annual ASEH meeting is the half-day dedicated to field trips.  All sessions close 
down on Friday afternoons to permit participants to get out of the hotel and explore local environmental 
issues. Field trips this year included tours of the Indiana Dunes, a environmental justice tour, a “toxic” 
tour, and a visit to the map collection at the Newberry Library. 
In 2018, the ASEH will meet in Riverside California. For more information see: 
http://aseh.net/conference-workshops/2018-conference-riverside-ca. The annual meeting deliberately 
includes ample time for discussion in each session which contributes to its intellectual excitement. And 
it is small enough to allow rewarding interaction with colleagues.  I have found it an event I return to 
year after year. 

Across the Atlantic, the European 
Society for Environmental History 
(ESEH) hosted its annual conference in 
Zagreb, Croatia in June/July. Among the 
local hosts was the Department of 
Geography at the University of Zagreb.   

Plenary sessions included several that 
were of interest to historical 
geographers: coasts and migration. Other 
prominent themes included international 
environmental issues, rivers, animals, 
pollution/waste, and the anthropocene. 
Geographers on the program included 
Georgina Endfield, Craig Colten, and 
Randall Wilson. And as is typical of 
European conferences, there was ample 
exploration of much deeper time scales 
than is typical in North America. A post-
conference field trip of Zagreb was led 
by local geographers.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://aseh.net/conference-workshops/2018-conference-riverside-ca
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HGSG STUDENT AWARDS  

Historical Geography Specialty  
Group Student Awards – 2017 
 
Carville Earle Student Research 
Award   
(For A PhD Student)   
The Carville Earle Award ($400) recognizes 
research at the PhD-level. To apply, students 
must submit a two-page research proposal that 
gives their research question and explains how 
archival work and/or fieldwork is necessary to 
complete their project. The research proposal 
must also specify the archives and/or the field 
research site that will be utilized. A budget of 
estimated expenses and a letter of support from 
the student’s major advisor must accompany the 
research proposal. The award may be used for 
travel or other related research expenses. This 
award is only open to student members of the 
Historical Geography Specialty Group. 
 
Prize ($400)  |  S. Wright Kennedy  
“Class, Race, and Mortality in New 
Orleans, 1877-1915: The Effect of 
Mortality Terrains on Socioeconomic 
Development” 
 
 
 
 

Andrew Hill Clark Award Student 
Paper Competition  
(For PhD students) 
The Andrew Hill Clark Award is given for papers 
written at the PhD-level. Each award carries with 
it a $150 first prize. Second prizes of lesser 
amounts are given at the discretion of the 
competition judges. Preference is given to 
papers based on primary sources of information 
rather than literature reviews. For the 2017 
award, papers must have been presented at any 
professional conference in the period of time 
beginning the day after the 2016 AAG Annual 
Meeting and ending the last day of the 2017 
AAG Annual Meeting. Students must be 
members of the Historical Geography Specialty 
Group to be eligible for this competition. 

1st Prize ($150)  |  Nick Lombardo 
“Transforming Law and Space on the 
Waterfront: The Port of New York, 
1870 – 1920”  
From 1870 to 1920, New York City’s 
waterfront was transformed from a 
ramshackle collection of largely wooden 
piers to a large-scale concrete and steel port 
– one of the largest in the world. This work 
was carried out according to the designs of a 
range of actors from the municipal, state, 
and federal governments, labourers, 
engineers, lawyers and others arrayed in a 
set of intermeshing relationships in New 
York and elsewhere. The construction of the 

Port of New York during this period was 
underpinned by an equally extensive 
framework of legal, administrative, and state 
power. New departments, laws, and 
administrative procedure were the 
foundation for the practices of eminent 
domain and comprehensive planning in the 
city. These legal-political practices allowed 
the construction of longer-than-ever piers 
that served the largest seaborne trade in 
North America.  
In this paper, I ask, How was New York’s 
waterfront transformation facilitated, 
supported, and changed by the institutional 
configuration of law, planning, and state 
power at various jurisdictional scales? How 
was the transformation of the waterfront a 
material articulation of this reconfiguration? 
In doing so, I aim to highlight the way that 
legal geographies, practices, and processes 
require attention from scholars concerned 
with the urban landscape. Using a variety of 
primary sources, particularly legal opinions, 
court cases, and other means, this paper 
examines the construction of an institutional 
framework of urban land use planning and 
development prior to zoning and urban 
development, revealing an important chapter 
in our understanding of urban governance 
today. 
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2nd Prize ($100)  |  Margôt Maddison-
MacFadyen 

“Bermuda’s Cavendish Hall, 
Enslavement, and Historic Timber” 
Bermuda’s Cavendish Hall not only 
provides the opportunity to explore the story 
of a colonial heritage structure in Bermuda, 
but the remaining sections of the old home 
and its environs are together a place where 
we may better understand enslavement 
history in the territory. The structure has 
undergone several renovations, most 
recently becoming a condo development in 
1969. Using diaries, journals, parish 
registers, letterbooks, and shipping records 
chiefly located in the Bermuda Archives, the 
story of Cavendish and its people – both 
slaves and slave-owners alike – takes shape 
in this paper. Dendrochronologist Adam 
Csank and I additionally collected timber 
fragments from hand-hewn Bermuda cedar 
beams in the cellar and from pine 
floorboards in the oldest remaining section 
of the house. Isotopic analysis indicates that 
the pine likely originated in Georgia. This 
finding aligns with the narrative that 
Bermudians historically harvested timber 
from the Georgia region of the Southeastern 
United States from the late 1600s – before 
Georgia was formally chartered as a colony 
in 1732. An archival finding central to this 
paper is that because the upkeep of Bermuda 
cedar interior doors at Cavendish was costly 
post-Emancipation, the doors were changed 

out for painted pine. This opens a new area 
of research for consideration: How did 
Emancipation affect timber flows? Is it 
possible that with the cessation of unpaid 
labour, house builders and shipbuilders 
altered the types of timber and the designs 
they used in their construction projects? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Ralph Brown Student Paper 
Competition  
(For MS students) 

The Ralph Brown Award is given for papers 
written at the Master’s-level. Each award carries 
with it a $150 first prize, but second prizes of 
lesser amounts may be given at the discretion of 
the competition judges. As with the Arthur Hill 
Clark Award for PhD-level papers, preference is 
given to papers based on primary sources of 
information rather than literature reviews. For 
the 2017 award, papers must have been 
presented at any professional conference in the 
period of time beginning the day after the 2016 
AAG Annual Meeting and ending the last day of 
the 2017 AAG Annual Meeting. Students must 
be members of the Historical Geography 
Specialty Group to be eligible for this 
competition. 

1st Prize ($150)  |  Ian Thomas 
Spangler  
“The ‘death-threat’ of Newtown Pike: 
Davis Bottom as a liminal landscape” 
Davis Bottom is an historically black, low-
income neighborhood in Lexington, 
Kentucky. It came in the crosshairs of 
development when the Lexington-Fayette 
Urban County Government (LFUCG) began 
construction of the Newtown Pike Road 
Extension (NPRE), a road extension that 
cuts clean through the middle of the 
neighborhood. Although the NPRE was not 
officially contracted until 1997, the road 
extension has been continuously suggested 
and postponed since 1930. This pall of 
uncertainty facilitated conditions for 
poverty, disinvestment, and civic 
abandonment that have come to define 
Davis Bottom during the 20th century. Such 
de facto damnation of a space “after a new 
destiny has been planned for it” is what 
Roberta Brandes Gratz calls the “death-
threat syndrome” (Dollins 2011; Gratz 
2010). According to Schein (1997), 
landscape is always in a process of 
“becoming.” If this is true, I argue, Davis 
Bottom is a landscape always becoming 
liminal. Through archival research and a 
theoretical anchorage in cultural landscape 
theory, this paper explores the ways in 
which the NPRE has made Davis Bottom a 
“liminal landscape” (Andrews and Roberts 
2012). By focusing on the work that the road 

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 14 
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does in the landscape, we can see how this 
liminality is determined by and constituted 
along particular vectors of race and class 
that are specific to Davis Bottom. 
 

Andrews, Hazel and Les Roberts. 2012. Liminal 
Landscapes: Travel, experiences, and spaces in-
between. New York: Routledge. 

Dollins, Heather. 2011. “East End and Davis 
Bottom: A Study of the Demographic and 
Lexington, Kentucky.” University of Kentucky 
Department of Historic Preservation.  

Gratz, Roberta Brandes. 2010. The Battle for 
Gotham: New York in the Shadow of Robert Moses. 
New York: Nation Books. 

Schein, Richard. 1997. “The Place of Landscape: A 
Conceptual Framework for Interpreting an 
American Scene.” Annals of the Association of 
American Geographers. Vol. 87, No. 4, p. 660-680. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

2018 INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE 
OF HISTORICAL GEOGRAPHERS: The 
2018 International Conference of Historical 
Geographers (ICHG) will be held in 
Warsaw, Poland. Registration and a call for 
papers is now posted to the ICHG website: 
http://ichg2018.uw.edu.pl/. Abstracts are 
accepted through 14 October 2017.  
 
NEW EDITOR OF Journal of Historical 
Geography: Professor Andrew 
Sluyter, Louisiana State University 
Geography and Anthropology, is a new 
editor for the Journal of Historical 
Geography (JHG).  Over the last year, he 
has put several HGSG members on the 
editorial board, including Karl Offen and 
Diana Davis. Find the full board listed here: 
https://www.journals.elsevier.com/journal-
of-historical-geography/editorial-board.  
 
NEW APPOINTMENT: Philippe Forêt was 
appointed last September as professor of 
environmental history at Nazarbayev 
University (Astana, Kazakhstan), where he 
teaches classes on the Anthropocene and on 
modern East Asia: 
https://shss.nu.edu.kz/faculty/philippe-
foret. His current publications (with Qing 
Pei, Education University of Hong Kong) 
are about the quest for data and evidence in 
the climate records of imperial China. The 

Rachel Carson Center for environment and 
society at the Ludwig-Maximilians 
University (Munich) has awarded him a 
fellowship to research a book for the 
University of Chicago Press, which relates 
the history of climate change in Central Asia 
and is largely based on the collections of 
the Riksarkivet in Stockholm. Philippe was 
in Munich during the first half of 2017 and 
will return to Munich during the second half 
of 2018: http://www.carsoncenter.uni-
muenchen.de/index.html. With Mac Hall 
(University of Zurich) and Christoph 
Kueffer (ETH Zurich), he co-directs 
Environmental Humanities 
Switzerland: http://environmentalhumanities
.ch/. Finally, Philippe participates in a 
project that began in June 2017 on the 
governance of the materials critical to the 
greening of the world economy. Located in 
Geneva and led by Marc Hufty (The 
Graduate Institute, IHEID), "The political 
ecology of the Lithium commodity chain" 
has received a major grant from the Swiss 
National Science Foundation.  

NEW RE-LAUNCH: Historical geographers 
may be interested in the newly re-launched 
Focus on Geography. It is now a colorful, 
and visually exciting online journal. Still 
published by the American Geographical 
Society, it replaces the older print version 
and remains a peer-reviewed publication. 
The publication provides amazing assistance 
to pinpoint items in the articles and inserts 
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the correct maps and images as the reader 
scrolls through the text. For example, take a 
look at Scott Brady's photo essay of repeat 
photos in Mexico. The journal’s URL is: 
https://focusongeography.org/. The turn 
around time of Focus on Geography is quite 
efficient. Please keep Focus on Geography 
in mind as you do field/archival work this 
summer or write up articles from earlier 
research.  

  

 

#HISTORICALGEOGRAPHER
SGONEWILD 
The hashtag 
“#historicalgeographersgonewild” 
originated at the 2015 International 
Historical Geographers’ Conference 
in London.  
 
Please send us your photographs of 
fieldwork, travel, and conference 
experiences. Photographs should include a 
caption and description of the place, and can 
be emailed to: kirsteng@nipissingu.ca.  
 
 

 

 

This image of Rouyn is the Diocèse de Rouyn-
Noranda, a mining town in Northern Quebec. As 
I’ve learned from Jackson, Lewis, Wyckoff and 
others, buildings like this one can tell you a lot 
about the culture of a place – in this case, the 
Diocesian headquarters blends together 
perfectly the iconography of Catholicism and 
mining in its headframe cum steeple. (Arn 
Keeling June 2017) 

 

This image of Umea, Sweden, shows the old rail 
bridge over the Ume River, now converted into a 
pedestrian/cycle bridge. Although Umea is a 
northern city, it is full of wonderful cycling 
infrastructure that makes a North American 
jealous. (Arn Keeling June 2017) 
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Another site visited on the Canadian 
Association of Geographers’ 2016 fieldtrip, 
“Remnants of Empire,” was St George’s Round 
Church in Halifax, which was built in 1800 with 
the financial backing of Edward Duke of Kent, 
who was stationed in Halifax at the time.  We 
closed our time there with an impromptu pipe 
organ concert and explanation by Dr. Robert 
Summersby-Murray, Historical Geographer and 
President of St Mary’s University. (Kirsten 
Greer June 2016) 

A group shot from the Canadian Association of 
Geographers’ 2016 fieldtrip, “Remnants of 
Empire of the British North Atlantic” in Halifax, 
Nova Scotia. Participants visited various sites 
across the city, including the Halifax Citadel, 
National Historic Site – Parks Canada, to view 
the historic British imperial fortifications of 
Halifax. The group shot was taken on the North 
West Demi Bastion, the former site of the 
Jamaican Maroons’ labour (ca.1797). (Kirsten 
Greer June 2016) 

A group shot of soccer players at the 
Challenging Canada 150: Settler Colonialism 
and Critical Environmental Sciences 
Symposium held at Nipissing University, 
October 10-14, 2017. Historical geographers 
are Frank Tough, Simon Naylor, Arn Keeling, 
Bob Wilson, Keithen Sutherland, Maria Lane, 
Laura Pitkanen, Alan Lester, Sinead Early, and 
Kirsten Greer. Other scholars include Paul 
Nadasdy, April James, John Kovacs, and 
graduate students from the Nipissing 
MES/MESc graduate program. 
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