Course Title: VISUAL ARTS- Painting 

Course Code: AWN 4M1

Course Level: 12

Unit 1: Watercolour 
Time:  25 hours

 

Unit Description:
This unit concentrates on the techniques and the creation of watercolour paintings. Students will learn how to care for their materials, watercolour techniques, colour theory, landscape painting, oriental art, and Plein air painting. Concepts of depth and perspective will be explored. The practical component will culminate in the creation of a watercolour painting based on personal photographs of landscapes.

Activity Titles (Time + Sequence):
	Activity 1
	What is Watercolour?
	75 minutes

	Activity 2
	 Watercolour Techniques 
	150 minutes

	Activity 3
	Expression through Colour 
	225 minutes

	Activity 4
	Study of Landscape and Oriental art
	375 minutes

	Activity 5
	Plein Air Painting
	225 minutes

	Activity 6
	Cumulative Project
	450 minutes


Prior Knowledge Required:
       Knowledge of the elements and principles of design. 

       Basic knowledge of how to safely and co-operatively work in a studio environment.

       Basic understanding of colour theory.

Have painted before in grades 9, 10, and 11. 
Unit Planning Notes:
Minimum Equipment Requirements
       Watercolour paint
       Watercolour paper
       Paintbrushes and palettes 
Suggested Equipment Requirements
       Masking tape
       Sponges
       1½ inch wash brush 

       Toothbrush
       Gum eraser
       Paper towel
The teacher will make the following considerations with regard to teaching and learning strategies:

· Be aware that this unit may be the first time some of the students have worked extensively with watercolour.

· Address different student learning styles through the lessons taught so that student learning can be maximized.

       Use a variety of teaching strategies.

       Have clear expectations with regard to student assessment and evaluation.

       Incorporate critical thinking skills into lessons and critique.

       Students will work individually, in small groups, and as entire class.

       Teachers and students will use a broad range of technologies, as available to them.

       This unit lays the foundation for painting and colour theory (Unit 2: Acrylic).

 

Activity 1:  What is Watercolour? 

Time:  75 minutes
Description: 

The teacher will introduce the students to painting with watercolours by discussing with the students their previous knowledge of watercolour. The principles and elements of art will be reviewed with the class. As an introduction to watercolour, the students will be given time to experiment and become familiar with the medium. The students will share two things they have learned about watercolour with the members at their table. The teacher will introduce the different materials used in creating a watercolour painting. Students will complete independent research regarding how to properly care for and maintain watercolour equipment. This research will be handed in to the teacher at the beginning of the next class. 
Strand(s) and Expectations:
Strand(s) - Theory, Creation, Analysis
Overall Expectations
• use a wide range of appropriate terminology related to all areas of art theory to describe art works, crafts, and applied design forms;
• identify and develop ideas and concepts to shape and unify their own art works;
• evaluate, individually and in groups, the effectiveness of their personal research, creative process, and art products;
Specific Expectations
• identify the materials, techniques, and processes used to produce art and applied design forms intended for particular audiences (e.g., for consumers, for manufacturers).

• demonstrate competence in painting (oil, acrylic or another alternative to watercolour, mixed media), planographic printmaking (e.g., monoprints, xerography, hand-manipulated photographs), conceptual sculpture (e.g., installations, constructions, environmental sculptures), and new technologies;
• use appropriate specialized terminology when discussing materials and processes;
• create a coherent body of work in one or more of the fine arts, applied design, or crafts;
• analyse skills acquired in the study of visual arts, and explain how they can be applied in a variety of other contexts;
Planning Notes:

• Obtain visual representation of the elements and principles of design as reference for the students. 
• Have watercolour materials available and organized at the beginning of the lesson. 

• Create a list of supplies the students will need for the class, so the students can get organized at the beginning of the class.
• Organize students into group seating arrangements, if they are not already arranged so.
• Have resource information ready and available for students who need some assistance.
Prior Knowledge Required: 

• Knowledge of the elements and principles of design. 

• Basic knowledge of how to work safely and co-operatively in a studio environment.
• Basic researching skills. 

• Have painted before in grades 9, 10, and 11.
Teaching/Learning Strategies:
• Hook: The teacher will then give the students independent time to experiment with watercolour and the different tools available for their use. Students will then share their findings with the students at their table. 

•The teacher will lead a discussion on watercolour painting. The teacher will ask students leading   

      questions to get them thinking of characteristics of watercolour paintings. 
• The teacher will then lead discussion regarding the principles and elements of design. 

• The teacher will encourage discussion by giving the tables images and asking them to pick out the principles and elements they feel are represented. Each table will then present their findings to the rest of the class. 

• Students will then complete independent research and a one page write up concerning how to    

      care for watercolour materials. The students will be answering the following questions:

      -How do you store watercolour paint?

      -What is the proper way to wash watercolour paint out of the brushes?
      -How long does watercolour paint last?

      -What paper is best for watercolour painting?

      -How fast does watercolour dry?

      -Can you reuse the paint once it is mixed? 
Homework - Complete the one page write up.
Assessment/Evaluation Techniques:
• Anecdotal notes for participation in group work. 
• The submission of the one page write-up. Will give them feedback during a one on one conference. 
Accommodations:

• Model appropriate oral response patterns.

• Encourage students to participate orally.

• Pre-teach vocabulary / check for comprehension.

• Use peer tutor to help highlight important information.

• Use a highly structured environment.
• Set clear, reasonable expectations.
• Give oral and written instructions.
• Present concepts visually and concretely.
• Technical assistance for the writing assignment. 

Resources:
The Alexander Brothers. (1994). Step-by-Step Watercolor Painting: A Complete Guide to 
Mastering Techniques with the Alexander Brothers. New York: Sterling Publishing 

Company.
Conley, G. (2008). Watercolorpainting.com. Retrieved January 28, 2008, from 
http://www.watercolorpainting.com/brushes.htm.
Smith, R., Wright, M., and Horton, J. (1995). An Introduction to Art Techniques. New York: DK 
Publishing.
Activity 2: Watercolour Techniques

Time: 150 minutes
Description:

The teacher will introduce the students to watercolour techniques. The variety of washes, lifting colour, blotting-out colour, and masking-out colour are a few of the new techniques the students will be learning. Students will be able to experiment themselves with the different techniques, which will help the visual learners and the bodily- kinesthetic learners grasp the new techniques. Students will complete an in-class still life painting using the new techniques they have learned. Students will participate in a critique of their work, as well as their fellow classmates. They will share what they like and what they would improve about their work.
Strand(s) and Expectations:

Strand(s) - Theory, Creation, Analysis
Overall Expectations

• use a wide range of appropriate terminology related to all areas of art theory to describe art works, crafts, and applied design forms;
• identify and develop ideas and concepts to shape and unify their own art works;
• choose the materials, tools, techniques, themes, and processes best suited to their fine art, applied design, or craft forms, and use materials and tools safely;
• evaluate, individually and in groups, the effectiveness of their personal research, creative process, and art products;
Specific Expectations

• demonstrate an understanding of ways in which formal qualities, visual conventions, concepts, and ideas shape expression in their own and others’ art works;
• demonstrate competence in painting;
• create a coherent body of work in one or more of the fine arts, applied design, or crafts;
• solve a series of artistic problems, showing an awareness of formal qualities, visual conventions, and relevant ideas and concepts;
• use materials, equipment, and processes safely when producing art works.
• use appropriate specialized terminology when discussing materials and processes;
• produce a portfolio of art works, in one or more media, that provides concrete evidence of the process of creating the works, and evaluate their work;
• explain, orally or in writing, a variety of reasons for making judgments about works of art;
Planning Notes:
• Have watercolour images available for the hook activity.
• Have materials available at beginning of class, so students can prepare themselves for class. 

• Arrange classroom so that everyone can see the demonstrations that take place during the beginning of class. If possible, do demonstrations on the board, so everyone can see from their seats.

• Arrange still life in an area where everyone can view it. 

• Review and model proper behaviour when critiquing ones’ own work, as well as the work of a peer. Discuss how to critique in a constructive way and how you need to have reasons to back up your opinions.
Prior Knowledge Required: 

• Basic watercolour painting skills. Knowledge from Activity 1.
• Basic drawing skills.

• Basic knowledge of how to work safely and co-operatively in a studio environment.
• Some knowledge regarding how to critique the work of others, as well as their own work.
Teaching/Learning Strategies:
•Hook- The teacher will distribute watercolour images to each table. Each table will discuss how they think the artist achieved the result they did, where the artist started with the image, and what colours the artist used first? Each table will record their answers on a piece of paper and one member from the table will present their information to the rest of the class. 
• Two 75 minute classes. Techniques are taught in the first class and the students start their still life painting. The second class is dedicated to the students finishing and handing in their still life painting. 

• The teacher will demonstrate the technique at the front of the room, while the students try the technique individually at their desks. 
•After each technique is taught, the students have fifteen minutes to experiment with the different techniques. This is time for the students to get a better understanding of the new material and it is time for students who are having trouble to ask questions.  
• Students will then have the remaining time to sketch out the still life and apply the new techniques they have learned.  
• In the last ten minutes of class, the class will critique each other’s work.  

Homework: Students can plan out what technique they are going to use in the different parts of their still life. 
Assessment/Evaluation Techniques:
• Anecdotal notes for participation in group work and the critique. 
• The submission of the still life painting for a completion mark.

Accommodations:

• Model appropriate oral response patterns.

• Encourage students to participate orally.

• Pre-teach vocabulary / check for comprehension.

• Use peer tutor to help highlight important information.

• Use a highly structured environment.
• Set clear, reasonable expectations.
• Give oral and written instructions.
• Present concepts visually and concretely.
• If a student is having trouble, the still life assignment can be changed to only incorporate part of the still life and the student could focus on one or two of the techniques.   

Resources:
Cooper, C. (2004). No Experience Required: Watercolor. Cincinnati, OH: North Light Books.
Fountain, E. (2007, February). Watercolor & Watermedia Instruction: Tips and Demos. 
Retrieved January 27, 2008, from http://www.fountainstudio.com/watercolor_tips.html. 
Heim, D. (1997). Step-by-Step Guide to: Painting Realistic Watercolors. Cincinnati, OH: North 

Light Books.

Activity 3: Expression through Colour 

Time: 225 minutes
Description:

The teacher will introduce the topic colour and mixing through an introductory activity where the students will be experimenting with mixing colour. Students will also be experimenting with how the amount of water applied to the pigment can change the colour. Students will be experimenting with colour and value change. The teacher will also introduce the concept of expression and emotions represented through colour. Students will be creating abstract art to express the emotion or expression they are feeling from a piece of music supplied by the teacher. This activity will especially help those students who are musically intelligent. Students will share and explain their final pieces to the class. 
Strand(s) and Expectations:

Strand(s) - Theory, Creation, Analysis
Overall Expectations

• use a wide range of appropriate terminology related to all areas of art theory to describe art works, crafts, and applied design forms;
• identify and develop ideas and concepts to shape and unify their own art works;
• produce a body of art work, using the stages of the creative process;
• evaluate, individually and in groups, the effectiveness of their personal research, creative process, and art products;
Specific Expectations

• demonstrate an understanding of ways in which formal qualities, visual conventions, concepts, and ideas shape expression in their own and others’ art works;
• demonstrate competence in painting;
• create a coherent body of work in one or more of the fine arts, applied design, or crafts;
• solve a series of artistic problems, showing an awareness of formal qualities, visual conventions, and relevant ideas and concepts;
• use materials, equipment, and processes safely when producing art works.
• use appropriate specialized terminology when discussing materials and processes;
• analyse the visual, symbolic, and conceptual aspects of specific fine art, applied design, and craft works;
• explain how representational elements, the formal organization of visual content, and the expression of moods, feelings, and ideas are used in both the creation and the analysis of art works;
Planning Notes:
• Activity sheets for colour mixing.
• Have PowerPoint ready at the beginning of class.
• Health and Safety: tape power cord down or make sure that it is out of the way.
• Book computer lab for research time. 
• Have different types of music available that provokes very different feelings. 
• Have first sample of music setup and ready before the beginning of class.
• Have supplies needed for class available ahead of time, so students can pick them up as they enter.
• Ensure that the seating arrangement allows everyone to see the board for demonstrations of colour mixing. 
Prior Knowledge Required: 
• Basic watercolour painting skills. Knowledge from Activity 1and 2.

• Understanding of the colour wheel and basic knowledge of colour mixing.

• Some research skills.

• Basic knowledge of how to work safely and co-operatively in a studio environment.
• Some knowledge regarding how to critique the work of others, as well as their own work.

Teaching/Learning Strategies:
•Hook- The teacher will distribute colour wheel activity sheets to everyone. Students are to use watercolour paints to properly complete the colour wheel.

• This activity will be split into three 75 minute classes. The first class will involve the review of what primary and secondary colours are, as well how to mix colours. The second class will be a discussion of colour and its association to mood and feelings. This class will include a PowerPoint of examples that will lead into a discussion. The third class the students will apply their knowledge by creating two different pieces demonstrating their representation of the feeling they get from the music supplied by the teacher. 

• The teacher will review primary and secondary colours with the class.

• The teacher will demonstrate colour mixing with watercolour on the board at the front of the room, while the students try the technique individually at their desks. 

•After each technique is taught, the students have fifteen minutes to experiment with the different techniques. This is time for the students to get a better understanding of the new material and it is time for students who are having trouble to ask questions.  

• Students will complete activity sheets demonstrating the new skills they have learned. 

• The teacher will lead a discussion concerning moods and their association to colour. 
• The teacher will show students a PowerPoint presentation of art that reflects colour in relation to mood.

• Students will complete independent research where they are to find their own three examples of art that demonstrate the relationship between colour and mood. 
• Teacher supplies music for students to paint two different pieces reflecting the association of colour and mood. Student chooses one of the two for final marking.
• Students will lead group discussion concerning their final piece. 

Assessment/Evaluation Techniques:
• Checklist to make sure the Activity sheets is complete. 
• Checklist to make sure independent research is complete.

• Rubric for final piece marked by self, peers, and teacher.
• Participation in group discussion.
Accommodations:

• Model appropriate oral response patterns.

• Encourage students to participate orally.

• Pre-teach vocabulary / check for comprehension.

• Use peer tutor to help highlight important information.

• Use a highly structured environment.
• Set clear, reasonable expectations.
• Give oral and written instructions.
• Present concepts visually and concretely.
• Allow students more time for final piece if needed. 

Resources:
Edwards, B. (2004). Color: A course in mastering the art of mixing colors. New York: Penguin.
Morton, J.L., (1995-2008). Retrieved January 28, 2008, from 

http://www.colormatters.com/colortheory.html

Activity 4: Study of Landscape and Oriental Art

Time: 375 minutes
Description: 
The teacher will introduce the concept of composition, perspective, proportion, and depth as reminders of previous material the students have learned in previous art classes. Students need to understand these concepts before moving in to the study of landscapes. Students will be specifically looking at Canadian and Oriental landscape paintings. Students will research and write a compare/contrast essay regarding Canadian and Oriental landscape painting. Topics that they will be researching include the differences and similarities in technique, style, reasons for creating the pieces, the time periods that landscape paintings were popular and the reasons for this popularity. Students will write an essay concerning an issue comparing or contrasting Canadian and Oriental landscape painting. A local landscape artist will also be visiting on one of the days to share their experience as a professional artist with the students. Students will be able to ask their questions related to being an artist as a profession. 
Strand(s) and Expectations:

Strand(s) - Theory, Creation, Analysis
Overall Expectations

• use a wide range of appropriate terminology related to all areas of art theory to describe art works, crafts, and applied design forms;
• demonstrate an understanding of the historical context and stylistic evolution of some fine art, applied design, and craft forms.
• identify and develop ideas and concepts to shape and unify their own art works;
• choose the materials, tools, techniques, themes, and processes best suited to their fine art, applied design, or craft forms, and use materials and tools safely;
• explain the influence of aspects of social, cultural, and political contexts, including arts organizations, on the creation and understanding of fine art, applied design, and craft works;
Specific Expectations

• demonstrate an understanding of ways in which formal qualities, visual conventions, concepts, and ideas shape expression in their own and others’ art works;
• identify the materials, techniques, and processes used to produce art and applied design forms intended for particular audiences (e.g., for consumers, for manufacturers).
• describe aspects of the history of modern Western art and of selected forms of African, Oceanic, and Central and South American art;
• describe the history of the form, function, and content of selected works of art (e.g., paintings, architectural structures, textiles, furniture) from several non-Western cultures, nations, or groups;
• describe the influence of art works and artists from the past on their own art works;
• research and describe historical and recent works of art from around the world that specifically relate to the processes used and the issues and concerns expressed in their own work;
• use appropriate specialized terminology when discussing materials and processes;
• write original comparative analyses of art works, using appropriate terminology;
• analyse the visual, symbolic, and conceptual aspects of specific fine art, applied design, and craft works;
• explain the visual and conceptual aspects of art works in terms of the context (e.g., historical, social, political, economic) in which the works were created;
• produce well-reasoned interpretations of art works based on information distilled from analyses of the works and from research on the works;
• analyse the form, scale, and presentation strategies associated with works of art intended for large audiences;
• demonstrate an ability to compare and contrast the views of art critics on the same works of art;
• analyse ways in which art work shapes specific identities of groups or societies;
• identify influential contemporary artists whose art works reflect themes, techniques, content, or cultural connections similar to their own.
Planning Notes: 
• Have examples of terms for student reference.
• Have activity sheets prepared at the beginning of class.
• Have PowerPoint set-up before class begins.
• Have students prepare a thesis for their essay a few days in advance of their research classes.
• Contact the local artist in advance to schedule a time and see if they have any equipment requirements.
• Health and Safety: tape power cord down. 
Prior Knowledge Required: 
• Some research and essay writing skills.

• Some knowledge of composition, perspective, proportion, and depth. 

• Analyzing and critiquing skills.
• Some Grade 9 and 10 knowledge of Oriental landscape painting.
Teaching/Learning Strategies:
• Hook: Discussion with class concerning landscape painting and its purpose. 

• This activity progresses over five days. The first day consists of reviewing the terms proportion, perspective, depth and composition. The students will complete activity sheets concerning each of these terms. This is really a review day to make sure that the students have the knowledge to progress in the activity. The second day consists of a PowerPoint containing the art history information. This consists of Canadian landscape artists, such as the Group of Seven, and Oriental landscape art. The third and fourth days are for the students to complete research for their essays. This is the only in class time the students will have to work on their essays. They will have two weeks before the final copy is due for marking. On the fifth day there will be a local landscape artist in to their work and their career as an artist. *This activity can be rearranged to suit the schedule of the guest speaker.

• Teacher will discuss/review important terms: Composition, perspective, proportion, and depth.
• Students will complete activity sheets demonstrating that they understand the terms. 
• Teacher directs lesson on the art history aspect of landscape painting. 
• Students complete independent research to complete their essay.
• Guest speaker discusses their career with the students. 
Assessment/Evaluation Techniques:
• Participation in group discussion.

• Homework checks to mark for understanding and completion of activity sheets.

• Rubric for essay which is to be marked by the teacher. 

• Participation in guest speaker discussion.
Accommodations:

• Model appropriate oral response patterns.

• Encourage students to participate orally.

• Pre-teach vocabulary / check for comprehension.

• Use peer tutor to help highlight important information.

• Use a highly structured environment.
• Set clear, reasonable expectations.
• Give oral and written instructions.
• Present concepts visually and concretely.
• Technical assistance for the writing assignment. 

• Give handouts of art history notes out to students who might require them ahead of time.

Resources:
Artoriental.com. (2002). Retrieved January 28, 2008 from http://artoriental.com. 
MacGregor, R.N. (1973). Canadian Art. Building a Heritage. Toronto: Oxford University Press.
The National Gallery of Canada. (2008). Retrieved January 28, 2008 from 

http://national.gallery.ca/english/index.html.
Rhodes, R. (2001). A First Book of Canadian Art. Toronto: Owl.
Activity 5: Plein Air Painting

Time: 225 minutes
Description:

The teacher will introduce the concept of Plein air to the class. There will be a class discussion of the benefits and disadvantages of painting in Plein air. Students will find a location, complete rough sketches for approval, and complete Plein air watercolour paintings. Students will incorporate techniques they have learned throughout the unit, as well as the elements and principles of design. Students will critique their own work, as well as their fellow classmates following the completion of the paintings. 
Strand(s) and Expectations:

Strand(s) - Theory, Creation, Analysis
Overall Expectations

• use a wide range of appropriate terminology related to all areas of art theory to describe art works, crafts, and applied design forms;
• identify and develop ideas and concepts to shape and unify their own art works;
• choose the materials, tools, techniques, themes, and processes best suited to their fine art, applied design, or craft forms, and use materials and tools safely;
• produce a body of art work, using the stages of the creative process;
• evaluate, individually and in groups, the effectiveness of their personal research, creative process, and art products;
Specific Expectations

• demonstrate an understanding of ways in which formal qualities, visual conventions, concepts, and ideas shape expression in their own and others’ art works;
• explain how the technical approaches and the elements and principles of design found in a specific work of art support the expression of ideas in that work and contribute to its function; 
• create a proposal for a body of personal art works that defines a set of connected ideas related to their interests and includes an outline of the research to be completed, a description of the media and processes to be used, rough drawings, and an indication of the scope and range of the proposed works.
• demonstrate competence in representational drawing, drawing as an expressive art form, and drawing to document process;
• demonstrate competence in painting;
• create a coherent body of work in one or more of the fine arts, applied design, or crafts;
• solve a series of artistic problems, showing an awareness of formal qualities, visual conventions, and relevant ideas and concepts;
• use materials, equipment, and processes safely when producing art works.
• use appropriate specialized terminology when discussing materials and processes;
• explain how representational elements, the formal organization of visual content, and the expression of moods, feelings, and ideas are used in both the creation and the analysis of art works;
Planning Notes:
• In case of bad weather- this activity could be moved around. 
• Have materials ready before class.
• Have examples to help motivate students. 
• Depending on the maturity of the class, students could be given the option to choose their own spot to paint on school ground. The teacher may have to choose one common area for everyone to work from.
Prior Knowledge Required: 
• Some watercolour painting skills.

• An understanding of composition, depth, proportion, and perspective.

• Some basic drawing skills. 

• How to use materials appropriately.

• Independent problem solving skills.
Teaching/Learning Strategies:
•Hook: Quick review of aspects to consider when painting a landscape. Five minutes of quick gesture drawing to get the students warmed up.

• This activity will take three days for completion. The first day will consist of the introduction of Plein air painting and rough sketching. The second and third day will consist of the students completing their landscapes. The students need more in class time due to the fact that it is a Plein air drawing and they are choosing a scene located at school. 

• Teacher will introduce Plein air painting by discussing with the class difference ways to go about creating a landscape painting. Example: Through imagination, memory, from a photograph, or from creating the painting on the spot.  

• Students will be given the assignment. They are to spend the remaining time from the first period sketching out possible locations/perspectives of their landscape. They will show their rough drafts to the teacher before moving on to the good copy. 

• Students will then spend the remaining two days completing their landscape. Students are given a lot of independence in that they have to choose an aesthetically pleasing location and incorporate some of the techniques they have learned into the painting.
•This assignment is geared more toward the Intrapersonal/introspective Naturalist learners who learn best through solitude and working in nature. 
Assessment/Evaluation Techniques:
• Anecdotal notes regarding their use of class time. 

• Student/teacher conference

• Rubric to mark their finished landscape painting.
Accommodations:

• Model appropriate oral response patterns.

• Encourage students to participate orally.

• Pre-teach vocabulary / check for comprehension.

• Use peer tutor to help highlight important information.

• Use a highly structured environment.
• Set clear, reasonable expectations.
• Give oral and written instructions.
• Present concepts visually and concretely.
• Make adjustments according to the weather.

Resources:
Capon, R. (1992). Landscapes in Watercolour. London: B T Batsford. 
Hilder, R. (1982). Expressing Land, Sea, and Sky in Watercolor. New York: Watson-Guptill 

Publications.

Kaiser, R. (1993). Painting Outdoor Scenes in Watercolor. Ohio: North Light Books. 

Activity 6: Cumulative Project
Time: 450 minutes
Description:
Students will complete a cumulative project incorporating the techniques and skills they have learned throughout the unit. Students will complete a large 20 × 30 inch watercolour painting based on personal photos of landscape. Students are to choose a landscape image that they have taken personally or that has some personal significance to them. An example of this could be an image of their cottage by the lake, where they spent their summers growing up. Students will submit rough drawings and notes before proceeding with the good copy. Students will write a reflective response on what techniques and skills they have used and what they have learned over the unit. The cumulative project will also be submitted in the portfolio. Students will complete a unit test based on the terms, art history, and the new techniques they have learned in this unit.  
Strand(s) and Expectations:

Strand(s) - Theory, Creation, Analysis
Overall Expectations

• use a wide range of appropriate terminology related to all areas of art theory to describe art works, crafts, and applied design forms;
• identify and develop ideas and concepts to shape and unify their own art works;
• choose the materials, tools, techniques, themes, and processes best suited to their fine art, applied design, or craft forms, and use materials and tools safely;
• produce a body of art work, using the stages of the creative process;
• document and evaluate their creative process and art works, using portfolios.
• evaluate, individually and in groups, the effectiveness of their personal research, creative process, and art products;
Specific Expectations

• demonstrate an understanding of ways in which formal qualities, visual conventions, concepts, and ideas shape expression in their own and others’ art works;
• explain how the technical approaches and the elements and principles of design found in a specific work of art support the expression of ideas in that work and contribute to its function;
• create a proposal for a body of personal art works that defines a set of connected ideas related to their interests and includes an outline of the research to be completed, a description of the media and processes to be used, rough drawings, and an indication of the scope and range of the proposed works.
• demonstrate competence in representational drawing, drawing as an expressive art form, and drawing to document process;
• demonstrate competence in painting; 
• create a coherent body of work in one or more of the fine arts, applied design, or crafts;
• solve a series of artistic problems, showing an awareness of formal qualities, visual conventions, and relevant ideas and concepts;
• create and transform visual images, using both new and traditional technologies;
• use materials, equipment, and processes safely when producing art works.
• use appropriate specialized terminology when discussing materials and processes;
• produce a portfolio of art works, in one or more media, that provides concrete evidence of the process of creating the works, and evaluate their work;
• explain how representational elements, the formal organization of visual content, and the expression of moods, feelings, and ideas are used in both the creation and the analysis of art works;
Planning Notes:
• Teacher will arrange classroom to be conducive to individual work.
• Have all materials available for student use at the beginning of the class.
Prior Knowledge Required: 
• Knowledge from previous activities (watercolour techniques, expression through colour, history of landscape, and Plein air painting). 
Teaching/Learning Strategies:
• This activity will take six days to complete. Students will have five of the six days to complete their cumulative project. The sixth day will be the unit test. 

• Teacher, with input from class, will review watercolour materials and techniques, the colour wheel, expression through colour, Canadian and Oriental landscape, composition, proportion, perspective, and depth)
• Students will self-direct their own projects. They will complete rough copies, the final artwork, and the reflection.
• Students will introduce their own final projects and discuss their creative process using watercolour painting terminology learned in this unit.
• The Class will provide constructive verbal feedback. 
• Students will participate in a unit test.
Assessment/Evaluation Techniques:
• Anecdotal notes of their use of time.

• Formal group critique.

• Assessment of rough work.

• Rubric will be used to mark the final project.
• Unit test. 
Accommodations:

• Model appropriate oral response patterns.

• Encourage students to participate orally.

• Pre-teach vocabulary / check for comprehension.

• Use peer tutor to help highlight important information.

• Use a highly structured environment.
• Set clear, reasonable expectations.
• Give oral and written instructions.
• Present concepts visually and concretely.
• Subject matter is open to the students, so they can choose the amount of difficulty that best

suits their skills. 
Resources:
Ontario Ministry of Education and Training. (2000). The Ontario Curriculum Grades 11 and 12: 
The Arts. Toronto: Queen's Printer. 
Sanmiquel, D. (2006). Painting Class: Watercolor. New York: Sterling.
