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	Subject/Course:   Visual Art
	Names:   Adam Langridge, Angie Sideroff, Jordan Kent, Kirsten Wallace, Pauline La, Beth Payson

	Grade Level:   10
	Date:  

	Topic:    Pre-Columbian Pottery:
Do It Yourself Pre-Columbian Pottery for Post-Columbians
	Time:   Three 75 minute periods (not necessarily consecutively)  


	1. Expectations 

      The Grade 10 learners will:

	a) Expectations:

Creation- Experimenting and Producing
· Demonstrate the ability to solve artistic problems and make creative choices when completing art works that reflect their concerns. 
Analysis- Aesthetics
· Describe how a culture shapes its art with reference to historical and contemporary examples (Pre-Columbian Pottery) 

	Theory- Personal Application

· Explain how they have incorporated into their studio assignments characteristic materials and expressive qualities of artworks studied

	2. Preassessment

	a) Learners:
In the previous year, students:
· Have knowledge of art history in general
· Are familiar with the methods/techniques of working with clay
· Experienced making sculptures with a variety of tools/materials

· Have experimented with tools and materials used in painting


	b) Learning Environment:
· In a studio art room, with large tables and stools

· Or if there is no studio art room in the school, then a classroom with desks.  Desks need to be cleared of all material, and, if they are separated into individual rows, the seats should be pushed together, to give more surface to work on the pots and jars, and to allow students to share the resources 
· Teacher will be at the table at the front of the class while modelling how to use the materials, showing the process of creating a jar, pot, or similar clay object, and explaining some exemplars 
· A “buffet” table with all the materials and tools laid out.


	c) Resources:
· Sculpturing clay 
· Paint brushes

· Paint

· Pallets

· Mixing trays
· Newspaper, to cover the desks

· Buckets

· Water

· Various modelling utensils and things to carve and gouge
· Sketch books for thumb nail sketches.
· Paper and pencil to draw what they will be doing before they do it
· Aprons
· Powerpoint presentation examining various examples and explanations of Pre-Columbian symbolism, projector, screen
· Various books, magazine articles, and if available internet resources dealing with Pre-Columbian pottery and society in general

· Information concerning Pre-Columbian culture and art – Sweet Briar College Art Collection
· An exemplar sample
· Chart paper, markers


	3. Content
	4. Strategies 

	a) Introduction
Hook- Creating a hand-made pot by method of ‘taking away from a block of clay’
Introduction to Pre-Columbian Art
- abstract design, geometric shapes
- rounded bottom pottery

- molded relief or painted designs

- dynamic scenes, bold lines

- images of birds, animals, fish

- human features, portrayed emotions
- colour: black & red ochre


	a) Teaching Strategies (Total- 8 minutes)
Hook- 5 minutes
As students enter the room, the teacher will be creating a pot by method of taking a block of clay and removing from the outside to leave a pot shape.  Meanwhile the first Powerpoint slide is projected on the screen – A picture of a Pre-Columbian environment/culture setting.
(Hopefully, there will be one or more student(s) taking notice of the teacher creating something at the front of the classroom and starting to ask questions about what the teacher is doing.)

Once students start to ask questions (such as “Miss, what are you making?”), the teacher will ask questions back to the students (to use their prior knowledge):

· What materials am I using?

· What tools am I using?

· What do you think I am making?

· What method/technique am I using?

· What influences, looking at the (Powerpoint) slide, are affecting my work?
· (Also, the teacher will let students know that their questions will not be answered right away yet.)

Introduction to Pre-Columbian Art- 3 minutes  

Once all the students are seated, the teacher will prompt the students to think about what is being created and why, by using Powerpoint slides of various Pre-Columbian art.  There will be a general class discussion, with leading questions posed by the teacher:

· What elements of design can you see that are similar across the various art pieces shown on the slide?

· What can we say about the people and culture that produced and created the images in the art pieces?

	b) Establishing the Learning
Historical/Cultural Context (from Sweet Briar College Art Collection http://www.textilemuseum.ca/cloth_clay/home.html, http://www.princetonol.com/groups/iad/lessons/middle/effigy.htm):  
The ancient Mesoamericans were a very creative and intelligent group of people.  Before the Europeans settled on this continent, ancient Mesoamericans had very large cities, a sophisticated monetary system, extensive trade routes, and a sophisticated written and oral language.

They didn't have a written language like we do; but rather, a language more like the hieroglyphs of Egypt.  These glyphs of Mesoamerica were very intricate and full of meaning.  They had a very rich vocabulary, and they composed beautiful songs and poems.  

The Pre-Columbian period is before Christopher Columbus arrived in Mexico in 1519.

Little is known about the role and importance of the artists in Pre-Columbian Panama. Pottery, sometimes classified as "Art" and sometimes as "Craft," was a highly developed form of creative expression in South and Central America by the fourteenth century. Well-preserved examples of vessels, ceramic statuettes, and ceremonial pieces exist today.  The probable function of the small pot was temporary storage in a household setting; the rounded bottom might have prevented spillable liquids from being stored in it.

Pre-Columbian Art
- abstract design, geometric shapes
- rounded bottom pottery
- molded relief or painted designs

- dynamic scenes, bold lines
- images of birds, animals, fish

- human features, portrayed emotions

- colour: red & black ochre
	a) Teaching Strategies (Total-22 minutes)
Historical/Cultural Context- 5 minutes

The teacher will show images of Pre-Columbian architecture on Powerpoint and will ask students to pull out key ideas:
· What do you notice?  What images stand out to you?
· What is important about these images?
The teacher will continue prompting until the students get to the point where they have noticed the age and possible geographical location.  Then a map will be shown to reveal the geographical areas that are considered Pre-Columbian.  As well the teacher will explain the ages and will give a brief historical comparison of Pre-Columbia with other areas of the world during this time.

Pre-Columbian Art- 12 minutes (about 3 minutes per slide for four slides)
The next couple of slides will show different images of specific art pieces.  For each slide, the teacher will ask students about the elements of design evident in the art pieces and about the reasons behind the artists’ choice and use of elements.  Questions include:
· What colours were used?  Do you think the artist chose those colours specifically?  If so, for what purpose?
· Describe the use of lines in the art piece.  Were the lines thick, thin, in what direction etc.?  What do you think are the artist’s reason(s), if any, for these lines?
· Describe the shapes used.  What do you think the artist is trying to tell us by these shapes?  What patterns, if any, do you see?
Stylistic elements of design used in Pre-Columbian Art- 

5 minutes

After the Pre-Columbian art slides, students will work as a class to create a web-diagram on chart paper taped to the wall.  The students will brainstorm the stylistic design elements that were consistently noticed across the art pieces.  The stylistic elements of design noticed across Pre-Columbian art should include:
· Specific colours
· Use of lines

· Use of shapes
On a second piece of chart paper, the class will create a t-chart identifying and describing the characteristic aspects of life in Pre-Columbian times that were reflected in art and their corresponding aspects of modern life. 
Life in Pre-Columbian Time                   Our Life




	4. Strategies (continued)

	b) Consolidation of Learning: (Total- 5 minutes)
Students will be shown an example of a pot created in Pre-Columbian style and will be asked to interpret the meaning and purpose behind the art work.  The teacher will ask:
· What Pre-Columbian stylistic design elements do you see in this artwork? 
· What do the images mean to you? 
· How did the artist use Pre-Columbian stylistic design elements to create the images?


	c) Application / Reaction: (Total- 55 minutes)
Review the technique of working with clay- 5 minutes

The teacher will review the technique of working with clay by showing a quick visual demonstration.  During this demonstration the teacher will start with a block of clay and to show relief, using tools or hands will take away clay material to get the desired shape. The teacher will remind students that there will be 10 minutes allotted at the end of the period to clean up. 
Students gather materials and tools- 3 minutes
Materials and tools for the application part of this lesson are laid out on the “buffet” table.  Students are asked to come up to the table and take the necessary items as listed on the board.   
Create a Pre-Columbian Styled Pottery- 35 minutes
Each student will create a Pre-Columbian work of pottery, based on their research in Pre-Columbian pottery styles, techniques and the symbolism used to create and decorate the various pots.  The students will sketch their design and ideas in their sketch books.  The students will create images to convey their own culture and lives.  After completion, each student will prepare a brief write-up explaining his/her use of stylistic design elements to create his/her own images and a critique of his/her own work.  The write up will be typed and assigned as homework.
Students should be painting their pots decoratively to add to their symbols.

Clean up- 10 minutes
The students will clean up their work area.  Tools and materials will be cleaned and put away properly.  There is a designated area for students to store their unfinished work.


	5. Assessment

	-see attached rubric


	6. Reflections

	a) Learning Expectations


	b) Effectiveness

	c) Next Steps
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