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	Subject/Course: Art   

	Name: Caitlin Dick, Stacy Jessop, Amanda (Kopp) Bunker, Leslie Midgley, April Hiderman 

	Grade Level: 3  
	Date: N/A

	Topic: Totem Poles    
	Time: 2 - 30 minute periods 


	1. Expectations 

      The Grade 3 learners will:

	a) Expectations:

· Identify symmetrical and asymmetrical shapes in both the human-made environment and the natural world. 3a29
· Identify elements of design in a variety of natural and human-made objects (e.g., the form of a tree is asymmetrical and its leaves and flowers may be symmetrical). 3a31
· Identify and explain the specific choices they made in planning, producing, and displaying their own art work (e.g., the choices of subject matter, colours, location for display). 3a35


	2. Preassessment

	a) Learners:
· Have been introduced to the Native culture through the Social Studies unit.
· Have produced two- and three-dimensional works of art that communicate ideas (thoughts, feelings, experiences) for specific purposes.
· Can identify the elements of design in a variety of familiar objects (e.g., colour in clothing, symmetrical forms in buildings) and in works of art.

· Are able to identify, in a plan, their specific choices of subject matter and tools, materials, and techniques.
· Have used graphic organizers to plan and organize their thoughts and ideas.

	b) Learning Environment:
· There are 21 students in the class (10 boys and 11 girls).
· While teaching this lesson to the students, the teacher will wear a microphone to ensure that all students can hear the lesson.  There are two speakers on each of the two walls opposite from each other.

· Initially, children will be instructed to sit at the front of the room on individual pieces of carpet in front of the television.  After the video clip, children will stay seated on the floor to look at the pictures of the animals that the teacher has posted on the front wall.  

· Students will be sitting in their desks to complete the handout (graphic organizer) and the clay totem pole.  The 4 groups of desks are arranged using 5-6 desks.  The blocks of clay will be sitting on a lunch tray in the centre of each group of desks.  

	c) Resources:
· 21 handouts (a graphic organizer to help them plan their totem pole that will have 5 animals they can cut and paste onto a bare totem pole)
· 21 scissors

· 21 glue sticks
· 4 lunch trays

· 5 cube colors (yellow, brown, white, grey, blue) of plasticine for each child
· 21 cardboard paper towel rolls
· 30 toothpicks
· 10 plastic knives

· 10 plastic forks

· 12 wooden carving tools
· 5 pictures of animals and what they represent
· Wooden totem pole and/or pictures of totem poles that can be shown on an overhead projector


	3. Content
	4. Strategies

	a) Introduction (5 minutes)
Introduce Topic (5 minutes)

	a) Teaching Strategies
Tell the children, “we are going to make a totem pole today.”  Ask, “what is a totem pole?”  Write their answers on the board.   Show the children a family tree and say, “some people use a family tree to write down who is in their family, from mom and dad to grandma and grandpa to great grandparents.”  While pointing to a large map say to the students, “the Tlingit Indians have created totem poles to tell a story about their Native American family’s ancestral spirits and family history.”   Continue to say, “they might show these spirits and family members as animals or humans by carving and painting them into a wooden pole.”  Show the children a small version of a totem pole and/or a variety of totem poles on the overhead.  
Examples of what could be shown:
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Totem Poles. www.googleimages.com

	b) Establishing the Learning (15 minutes)
Video – Brother Bear 
(5 minutes of Clip 3-Kenai’s Ceremony)
Pictures of Animal Totems (10 minutes)

	b) Teaching Strategies

Tell the children, “we are going to watch a clip from Brother Bear where Kenai is given his animals that would go on his totem pole to represent himself.”  Show video clip.  
Ask, “what animal was Kenai?”  Let the children answer and then ask, “does anyone remember what the bear represents?”  Let children answer (Bear = Love).  Tape the other animals on the front wall and talk about what they represent (Wolf = Wisdom, Eagle = Guidance, Fish = Courage, Moose = Pride)


	4. Strategies (continued)

	b) Consolidation of Learning (10 minutes):
Children will be given a handout with an empty totem pole and animals on the bottom of the paper that they can cut and paste onto the totem pole.  Refer to attached handout.  Children will determine what animal best represents them and will be instructed to paste that animal on the top of their totem pole followed by all other animals below.  This will help the students organize their totem pole before creating it with plasticine.  

While students work, the teacher will walk around the room and interact with the students.  The teacher will ask, “what animal have you chosen to represent yourself?”  and/or “Where do you think your animal should be placed on the totem pole?”  The teacher will also use positive reinforcement such as, “I like how X has put the animal he has chosen on the top of his totem pole, good job X.” and/or “Y is on task, he has already cut out his animals and is gluing them on his totem pole!”

	c) Application / Reaction (30 minutes):
During Art on the next day tell the children, “yesterday you made a totem pole on a piece of paper and chose an animal that best represents you.”  Continue to say, “today we are going to recreate that same totem pole using plasticine and a paper towel roll.”  Explain, “on a lunch tray in the centre of your desks, you will find 5 colours of plasticine and paper towel rolls.” Continue to say, “you will use each color of the plasticine to carve an animal that can be attached to a paper towel roll.”  Show them your exemplar.  Continue to explain, “use your paper totem poles that you created yesterday to help you create an animal and place the animal in order on the totem pole.”  Say, “there are tools in the middle of your desks that will help you carve the animals into the clay.”  Explain, “after you have an animal on each cube of clay you will stack them in the order that you chose for your paper totem pole.”  Emphasize, “make sure that your animal is on the top of the totem pole.”  
The teacher will walk around the room and ask various question such as, “do you remember what your animal represents?” and/or “where should you place the animal that represents you?”
Use positive reinforcement such as, “I like how X is looking through a picture book to find a picture of her animal to help her make her animal out of clay.” and/or “excellent work Y, you remembered to put your animal on the top of your totem pole”


	5. Assessment

	· The teacher will evaluate the students using a rubric based on this scale: 0 incomplete, 1 completed with little effort, 2 completed with some effort, 3 completed with effort and meeting expectations and 4 exceeded expectations.  
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