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	Subject/Course:      Visual Arts
	Names: Jenn Lorenz, Danielle Scelo, Jeff Mann, Graeme Brown, Erica Armstrong, Deanna Henry

	Grade Level:   Grade 4
	Date:  N/A

	Topic:    Canoe materials and uses through history
	Time:  40 minutes for lesson, 20-60 for application


	1. Expectations 

      The Grade 4 learners will:

	a) Expectations:

· Describe how a variety of artists working in different styles and media and in different historical periods have used the elements of design and/or tools, materials, and techniques of their art 4a46
· Produce two- and three-dimensional works of art (i.e. sculpting) that communicate a range of thoughts, feelings, and ideas for specific purposes and to specific audiences  4a39


	2. Preassessment

	a) Learners:
· Grade four public school students (could also use with Grade 6 Social Studies)
· Students could do a reflection activity after the application, tying into reflection skills from Grade 3
· Students could be reminded of their choice of preferred works based on their own interests and experience and to elements of design – in this activity students are choosing a type of canoe to build based on their own tastes

	b) Learning Environment:
· This lesson will take place in the regular classroom
· The canoe will be brought into the class and placed at the front of the room, tipped up slightly against the front wall

· There will be newspaper available for students to put down on desks before using glue and paint

· The data projector will be set up in its usual position at the back of the “carpet area” and the screen will be rolled down above the canoe during the power point presentation.

· During the Introduction students will be gathered, sitting, in the “carpet area” at the front of the room.  From their vantage point they will have a clear view of the canoe at the front of the class.

· While working through the Establishing the Learning portion of the lesson, students will be seated at their desks, with a pen or pencil available, working on their worksheet responses

· While completing the application, the students will be at their desks, with minimal unnecessary movement in the room, because of materials and sharp objects being used.  Students should cover their desks in newspaper before beginning the application task.



	c) Resources:
· Newspaper

· Worksheets
· A cedar-strip canoe for hands-on learning (OR use an image of a canoe projected on screen, or simply draw one on the blackboard)
· Labels for parts of cedar-strip canoe for “Blind Orchestra” activity

· Power Point presentation

· Digital Projector, screen and laptop

· Canoe-building materials:

· Plastic straws

· Small birch boughs

· Plastic wrap

· Aluminium foil

· Construction paper

· Tape

· Glue

· Pipe cleaners

· Markers

· Wool

· Toothpicks

· Popsicle sticks

· Scissors

· Construction paper

· Plastiscene

· Staples

· Paperclips

· Birch bark

· Telephone wire

· Pipe cleaners



	3. Content
	4. Strategies

	a) Introduction
· Parts of the canoe/orientation to the canoe
· 20 Mins

	a) Teaching Strategies
· Either bring (portage) a cedar-strip canoe into class, or have one available outside and have your students prepared to meet you outside at the end of recess to go and check it out
· Have a series of canoe parts cards ready, and have the students do a “blind orchestra” activity to have the teacher place the labels in the right places.

· One student is blindfolded and given a label for one part of the canoe.

· One student faces the rest of the class with their back to the canoe and blindfolded student.  This is the only student in the class who can give verbal directions to the blindfolded student.  This student is the “conductor”
· The rest of the class can see the student and the canoe, but cannot speak.  They must give non-verbal cues to the Conductor who must in turn interpret these directions and give verbal directions to the blindfolded student.
· After all of the labels are placed, the teacher can correct any that have been misplaced

· Distribute canoe parts handouts to the students, and have students label the various parts
· Ask the students what they think the canoe is made of

· When do they think it might have been made?

· For how long have canoes of this type been around?

· What are some other materials that canoes can be made out of?  

· This is what we’re going to explore

	b) Establishing the Learning
· Back in the classroom, or back at desks show students the canoes through history Power Point
· 20 Mins

	a) Teaching Strategies

· Students should already have their canoe parts handouts
· They will need a pen or pencil to fill in the blanks on the worksheet during the power point lesson
· Show students the Power Point being certain to focus on:
· Student questions
· Materials changing over time

· How material choice is affected by intended purpose

· How design stays fairly consistent throughout history

· There are some words that may be new to students, make certain that the class is comfortable with the language and concepts before continuing 


	4. Strategies (continued)

	b) Application / Reaction: Remainder of class
· Using the materials provided, the students will construct the canoe of their choice 
· Teacher will show the students the materials available to them

· Use the exemplar to model and “think aloud” the construction process

· Students should include all of the “parts of a canoe” listed on their worksheet in their model

	5. Assessment

	· The handouts and canoe sculptures will be collected at the end of class.  Students may chose to work on their sculptures over a recess or lunch period if they wish and the teacher is available
· The handout and canoe sculpture will be assessed according to the attached rubric



	6. Reflections

	a) Next Steps
· One possible extension activity:
· Once all of the canoes and sheets are handed in, hang the canoes from the ceiling on fishing line.  Post the sheet describing the canoe and why the student chose that canoe type behind each sculpture on the wall.  This shouldn’t take up too much space in the room.


General Planning Format 
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