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	Subject/Course:     Visual Arts
	Name: Jenn Wales, Sarah St. Jean, Amy Vallee, Sheri Robinson, Allison Dickie; Section 12

	Grade Level:   5
	Date:  N/A

	Topic:    AY Jackson’s The Red Maple and Space element
	Time:     3 or 4 – 40 min classes


	1. Expectations 

      The Grade   5    learners will:

	a) Expectations: 

5a26
Overall Expectations


· produce three-dimensional works of art that communicate their feelings of Canada
5a42
Critical Thinking

·  compare works on a similar theme (Symbols of Canada) and describe the impact on style using The Red Maple by A.Y. Jackson
5a38
Creative Work


· organize their art works to create a specific effect, using the elements of design – SPACE – by creating a diorama to depict the elements of space in a picture of their choice that symbolizes Canada to them.


	2. Preassessment

	a) Learners:
Grade 5’s 

-students have previously designed 2- and 3-dimensional pieces of art to communicate ideas (4a31, 4a43)
-students are able to describe ways in which artists use a variety of tools, materials, and techniques to create texture (e.g., painting with a palette knife, embedding fabric in gesso, gouging Plasticine) (4a39)

-students should have studied a unit on texture to discover which materials could be used to create the appropriate textures in their sculptures

	b) Learning Environment:
In the classroom
· Students will be sitting either at their desks on a designated ‘carpet’ area for learning part

· They will be at their desks when doing the activity/diorama project


	c) Resources:
· Picture of AY Jackson’s The Red Maple (on powerpoint) (see attached)
· Foreground, middle ground, background image/overlays (overhead or powerpoint) (see attached)

· Pictures depicting space elements (see attached)
· Diorama of The Red Maple (exemplar)

· Art supplies (cereal boxes, paint, tissue paper, construction paper, pipe cleaners, Plasticine, brushes, palettes, mixing trays, water cans, glue... and anything else that is in the art cupboard that the students want to use)

· Worksheets (see attached)
· Student’s own pictures 

	3. Content
	4. Strategies

	a) Introduction
DAY 1:
HOOK ( What do you think?
· Students discuss how looking at AY Jackson’s The Red Maple
(5-10 minutes)

	a) Teaching Strategies
DAY 1:

HOOK (What do you think!
· Show students The Red Maple painting by AY Jackson
· Have them look at it closely

· discuss how it makes them feel

· What elements, when looking at it, do they think are the most important – why? (based on foreground, middle ground, background – space)

· What stands out the most to them – why?

· Why do you think the painter painted this?

· What do you like or dislike about this picture?

*while they discuss – teacher is to lead their discussion but not give judgements or information about the picture yet!

*then continue onto the history of the painting and AY Jackson

	b) Establishing the Learning
DAY 1 continued:
AY Jackson – The Red Maple
· A brief history on him and why he painted The Red Maple
(10 minutes)
*side task*
(Symbols of Canada
Elements of Space

· Foreground, middle ground and background

(10 minutes)
Mini Consolidation Activity

· Highlight on pictures (in groups) elements of space
(10 minutes)
DAY 2:

Review Elements of Space 

· using The Red Maple painting and Diorama exemplar

(5 minutes)

	a) Teaching Strategies

DAY 1 continued:
Brief History on AY Jackson

· born in 1882
· in Montreal, Quebec, and died in 1974

· He was a painter

· Member of the Group of Seven

· ( Ask students: do you know what the “Group of Seven” is? 

· -a group of artists from the 1920’s who painted the Canadian wilderness (the other original members of this Group are Franklin Carmichael, Lawren Harris, Frank Johnston, Arthur Lismer, J.E.H. MacDonald, and Frederick Varley)

The Red Maple
· One of Jackson’s most well-known paintings is called The Red Maple
· This painting was created in 1914

· It was created using oil and canvas

( Why do you think he was inspired to create this painting?

· He created this work to reflect a scene he saw while visiting Algonquin Park

· The purpose of this painting is to capture a natural phenomenon in Canadian autumn: the changing colours of the maple leaf – which, to Jackson, is symbolic of Canada
· This Canadian symbol was the inspiration for his painting
*Side task*
What things do you think of when you think of Canada? Symbols/features? (quick brainstorm)

· Maple leaf

· Canadian flag

· Hockey

· Snow

· Lakes

· Wildlife...

Task for this evening (put in planners) is to bring in a picture of something that symbolizes Canada for you.  You will be using it the next art class.
(Back to the picture.
Looking at the picture – how can you describe it

· Lead them into talking about what the main focus of the painting is  (red maple)

· How do you know it’s the main focus – what elements tell you this?
Using The Red Maple painting show the element of ‘Space’

Element of Design ( SPACE

· Refers to the distance between two points

· Created with illusions

(3 sections

· Foreground

· Middle ground

· Background

(each of these ‘sections’ are depicted by where they are in the picture

·  Background – usually top 3rd of picture, it is usually fainter, and sketchier so that the attention is not directly drawn to it; it exists as ‘filler’ to complement the focal point of the picture
*show a picture with only the background in the picture

· Middle ground – the middle 3rd of a picture, less faint than the background however the images are still not as crisp, there may be some blurriness in it so that you can still easily see the picture but it is not the most prominent part of the picture
*add/overlay the middle ground to the picture

· Foreground – bottom 3rd of a picture, it is typically the focal point of the picture where the image is the most crisp and where the eye is most naturally drawn
*add/overlay the foreground into the picture

 (see attached overheads or powerpoint pictures to show this)

Mini Consolidation Activity

Get into groups of 3 or 4 and give each group a picture to look at
· Write down or highlight on the picture which is the foreground, middle ground and background of the picture

*have a variety of pictures – including some with a lot of elements in the various parts of space and some without (see attached pictures for examples)

· Each group will present their findings briefly to the rest of the class with a quick discussion to make sure everyone agrees
DAY 2:
Gather students together:

(Using “The Red Maple” painting show the element of ‘Space’

· Ask the students to show/tell you where the foreground middle ground and background are in this painting and why (based on what they learned the last day)
· show the diorama of The Red Maple painting to show how you can make the foreground, middle ground and background standout even more
· *how would you make this diorama? 

· Ask students to brainstorm how knowing about foreground, middle ground and background will help make a diorama




	4. Strategies (continued)

	b) Consolidation of Learning:
DAY 2 continued:
(10 minutes)

Have the students look at The Red Maple Painting (on powerpoint screen)

· Students are to stand up
· When the teacher points to something in the picture

· Students must decide if it is foreground, middle ground, or background – based on what they have learned

· Once they decide they must go to that place in the room (ex: chalk board is foreground – middle of room is middle ground – back of room is background)

· Then as a class we will describe if this is correct  *can look at the diorama to make sure what they think is correct
· Point to a couple objects in each part of the picture to make they the students grasp the idea (ex: rocks  on shore  – leaves on tree – whole tree – water – sky – rocks in water...)

*alternate – if the students are easily distracted and won’t be able to stand-up and move to different parts of the room without getting off task – give them each a piece of paper with foreground, middle ground, and background written on them and they are to hold up which one is pointed at. (Students can even be the ones who pick out objects to make the decisions on.)



	c) Application / Reaction:
DAY 2 and continued onto day 3

(the rest of the 25 minutes and next full period or 2)

*make sure all student bring in a picture of something that symbolizes/depicts what Canada is to them (as reminded in the last art class)

Activity:

· Students are to look at their picture

· write down things that are in the picture on the table in the worksheet provided 

· then decide if those things are in the foreground, middle ground, or background

· Complete the other questions on the worksheet (attached)

(How does this picture symbolize Canada to you

(Does the element of SPACE contribute to why you like this picture (explain)

Once this is checked by the teacher they now start to build their diorama based on their picture and what they have decided should be where
Students can use any of the materials that are in the classroom to do this 
*materials that will be provided for them
· Boxes (cereal boxes) – if teacher doesn’t have enough ask students to bring these in a couple days before
· Paint

· Tissue paper

· Plasticine
· Pipe cleaners

· Construction paper

· ...

Students will have time to work on this in class and are not to take it home to do

At the end of day 3 or onto day 4 if needed students will present their work briefly to the teacher and the class. 

The dioramas will be set up around the room (with the worksheet provided for them with it and the original picture with it)
The class will walk around to see each of them and when we get to each students they will describe their scene and how they knew what elements to put in it
They will also be asked (as was on their worksheet) why this picture symbolized Canada to them and to show where the elements of space are shown in their work
*the rubric is attached and will be given to the students at the start of beginning this assignment.


	5. Assessment

	See attached Rubric
Assessed on understanding of concepts of background, middle ground, foreground; their critical analysis (able to depict a symbol of Canada); creativity; ability to follow directions; and ability to communicate their piece of work to the class



Pictures to overlay ( to show foreground, middle ground, background
Background 



Middle Ground

Foreground
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Full Picture:
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Pictures to use in Mini-Consolidation Activity
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Space Elements Worksheet
How does this picture symbolize Canada to you?

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
	Object on Picture
	Foreground, Middle ground, Background?

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	


Which part of your picture do you like the most?

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Does the element of SPACE contribute to why you like this picture
(explain why or why not)?

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
	Art History – Diorama Assignment

Grade 5

	Criteria
	Level 1
	Level 2
	Level 3
	Level 4

	Understanding of concepts through the completion and accuracy of the worksheet
	-shows understanding of one of the concepts of back, middle and foreground


	-shows understanding of one or two of the concepts of back, middle and foreground
	-shows understanding of all three of the concepts of back, middle and foreground
	-shows understanding of all of the concepts of back, middle and foreground and can apply and/or explain these concepts 

	Critical analysis and appreciation
	-shows limited understanding of art history
	-shows partial understanding of art history
	-shows sufficient understanding of art history
	-shows complete understanding of art history and why it is important

	Creative Work in Diorama
	-is able to apply the concepts of back, middle and foreground only in limited ways
	-is able to apply some of the concepts of back, middle and foreground 
	-is able to apply the concepts of back, middle and foreground
	-is able to apply all the concepts of back, middle and foreground and goes above and beyond the expected for a grade 5 diorama

	Follows Directions
	-completes a diorama but does not include anything that represents Canada
	-completes a diorama that has at least two of the concepts of back, middle and foreground and chooses something representing Canada
	-completes a diorama that has all of the concepts of back, middle and foreground and chooses one or more things that  represent Canada
	-completes a diorama that has all of the concepts of back, middle and foreground and includes several items that  represent Canada

	Communication
	-presents their diorama to the class using only limited understanding of the concepts
	-presents their diorama to the class explaining some of the concepts displayed within the diorama
	-presents their diorama to the class explaining most or all of the concepts displayed within the diorama
	-presents their diorama to the class explaining all of the concepts and relates back to the learning of the art history lesson

	Comments :

Ways to improve for next assignment:




General Planning Format 
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