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	Subject/Course:    Visual Arts  
	Name:  Gerhard, Dennis, Cliff, Ryan 

	Grade Level:   Grade 6
	Date:  

	Topic:     Haida Totem Poles
	Time:     (75 min)


	1. Expectations 

      The Grade six learners will:

	av1• produce  three-dimensional works of art that communicate a range of ideas (thoughts, feelings, experiences) for specific purposes and to specific audiences, using a variety of familiar art tools, materials, and techniques;

av17  –  describe how the artists have used the elements and principles of design of Haida totem poles.



	2. Preassessment

	a) Learners:
From previous class, students are aware of the elements of three dimensional figures and design (colour, shape, form etc.) From other art projects and activities, I am confident that students are capable of manipulating art tools such as scissors, rulers and markers and glue.


	b) Learning Environment:
· Students will begin the class at their assigned seats. (a seating plan is available in the top right drawer of my desk).

·  Desks are in groups of 6, and there are 5 groups.

· There will be an art buffet set up at the front of the class.
· Students will be asked to approach the art buffet one group at a time to pick up materials.
· Class is equipped with an overhead projector.

	c) Resources:
· 35 long paper towel rolls

· Different colours of construction paper. (i.e. 20 black, 20 brown, 20 blue, 20 white, etc.)

· 20 pairs scissors (students can share amongst their groups)

· 20 glue sticks (students can share amongst their groups)

· Assorted markers and pencil crayons

· 32 history handouts
· 3 Transparencies
· 20 rulers (student can share amongst their groups)

· Class list 

· Random assortment of craft supplies such as old magazines, stickers, pipe cleans, sparkles, felt, tissue paper, fabrics etc.
· Pictures of totem poles
· A Haida soundtrack CD and a CD player.




	3. Content
	4. Strategies

	a) Introduction
HOOK- Haida Music

(1 min)


	a) Teaching Strategies
Teacher plays a song on the CD player that portrays the Haida culture.
Teacher introduces, “Today students, we are going to learn about the unique artwork of the Haida culture known as the totem pole, so get ready for the adventure.


	b) Establishing the Learning
History of the Totem Pole:
(14 min)

What is a totem pole?
Connection of Past and Present
Origin of Totem Poles
Animal representation of Totem Poles
Family values Portrayed Through Totem Poles

Creating the totem Pole

(60 min)

Initial setup: Students will gather art materials from art buffet.
Step 1: setting up construction paper
Step 2: family drawing
Step 3: Special Tradition
Step 4: Animal Representation
Step 5: Attach the construction paper to the paper towel tube.

Step 6: Adding 3D elements.

Artistic Techniques

	a) Teaching Strategies
Teacher shows class pictures of Totem Poles, and pass them around.
“What a Totem Pole?  How can we define a Totem Pole?”

“Totem poles are monumental sculptures carved from great trees, usually cedar, typically Western Red Cedar, by a number of Indigenous cultures along the Pacific northwest coast of North America. The word "totem" is derived from the Ojibwe word odoodem, "his totem, his kinship group" 
“Totem poles are a portrayal of historical events, and they can also symbolize realities of the present and predictions of the future.  The Haida people have made totem poles a part of their culture to display significant aspects of their civilization.  A totem pole can symbolize mysterious myths, legends and secrets of the culture.”

“So what events or people may the Haida culture want to portray?

What type of myths could be portrayed?” 
(Specific Heroes, such as old wise men, or ancestors, certain animals such as the raven and thunderbird.)
 The beginning of totem pole construction started in North America. Being made of wood, they decay easily in the rainforest environment of the Northwest Coast, so no examples of poles carved before 1800 exist. The specific date of the first created totem pole is unknown, because the native communities that created them did not keep written accounts of such dates, but the European explorers, in the eighteenth century, were confronted with the magnificent objects when they adventured into the North America. 
A totem is an object, usually an animal, that serves as an emblem for a family or clan. It represents a symbolic relationship between nature and human kin groups.  It can also be symbolic of a person’s strengths or weaknesses.  For example, the United States use the Eagle as an American symbol.  The eagle symbolizes strength, nobility and wisdom. 
The Haida people defined family as people who were from the same blood line, (family members), partners of war and hunt.  People who feasted together became family.  They used Totem poles to celebrate family and friendship.
So one of the main themes of haida totem poles is family, and we are going to create our own totem poles.  Each person is going to create a totem Pole that portrays his/her family or friends, and each person will also choose an animal to represent his or herself.
Teacher use distributers to handout materials from the art buffet to all students.  Encourage students to share and avoid excess wastage of materials. Once the students obtain the necessary materials, explain the instructions.

Teacher portrays to the students how to build the totem pole.

Teacher instructs, 

“Divide the construction paper into thirds, using ruler and pencil”

Teacher show steps as he/she instructs.

“So we have partitioned off three separate sections.  Using the section of your choice, draw the members of your family, whether it be your mom or dad, or grandma, or grandpa, brother, sister, dog, fish, friend, anyone or anything that you consider to be your family.
“Using another section, portray, through drawing, an occasion or event that you participate in that has significant meaning to you.  For example, you may go to the cottage in July, an annual trip to Disney Land, or it could simply be hanging out with friends at the mall.”
Teacher ask, “Would anyone like to share an example for the class?”

“On the last portion of the totem pole, each one of you is going to choose an animal that you feel represents characteristics of yourself.  For example, if I said TB was like a fox, what may that be implying? (fast, swift, clever...)
Draw the animal that you decide best portrays you.”

Instruct the students to put glue onto the back of the construction paper and glue it around the paper towel tube.
Explain that the students should add 3D elements to the totem pole. For instance if they drew and eagle they could cut out paper wings that attach to the totem pole and stick out.
“What are some types of things we can do to create the idea of 3D?”

“You can use whatever you wish to create your totem pole.  I encourage you to exercise different principles of design such as texture, line, balance etc.  Let’s get started, and have fun!!!”



	4. Strategies (continued)

	b) Consolidation of Learning:
(2 min)

Show students an exemplar of the totem pole assignment.  
Ask the students if they can recall the three parts of the totem pole for the assignment.

Explain about the different parts, and draw parallels between the history lesson and the components of your personal totem pole.


	c) Application / Reaction:
Building Totem Poles

Students will construct three dimensional totem poles out of paper towel roles, construction paper, and other materials.



	5. Assessment

	av1• produce  three-dimensional works of art that communicate a range of ideas (thoughts, feelings, experiences) for specific purposes and to specific audiences, using a variety of familiar art tools, materials, and techniques;

av17  –  describe how the artists have used the elements and princ iples of design of Haida totem poles.

The totem pole will be marked using a standard rubric of performance and expectation.




	6. Reflections

	a) Learning Expectations


	b) Effectiveness


	c) Next Steps
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