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	Subject/Course:  Visual Art
	Name:  Katelyn Kell, Charlie Andrew, Kristy Duquette, Ayzia Weber 

	Grade Level:  6
	Date:  N/A

	Topic:  First Nations Masks
	Time:  4  x  40 Minutes


	1. Expectations 

      The Grade 6 learners will:

	a) Expectations:
· Compare masks from Eskimo and Northwest Coast First Nations people and demonstrate awareness that the artists intentionally use colour, shape, and balance to convey meaning.  Adapted from 6a41, 6a42.

· Produce three-dimensional masks that communicate a range of thoughts, feelings, and ideas about First Nations culture. 6a38

· Gain an appreciation and understanding of the use of masks in First Nations cultures through time.




	2. Pre-assessment

	a) Learners:
· Have described the connection between a principle/element of design and a specific artistic purpose, using appropriate vocabulary.
· Have defined the principles/elements of design and used them in appropriate ways when producing and responding to works of art.

· Have produced two- and three-dimensional works of art that communicate a range of ideas for specific purposes and to specific audiences.
*All IEP students will be able to participate in the activity.



	b) Learning Environment:
· The lesson will take place within the regular classroom setting.
· Students will work in pairs to construct their masks.  
· Students will be able to select their partners.  However, adjustments may be made at the teacher’s discretion.  


	c) Resources:
· Plaster of Paris (Gauze strips)
· Water

· Plastic trays

· Student’s faces or balloons
· Vaseline (to coat student’s face)

· Acrylic paint
· Paint brushes

· Palettes

· Mixing trays

· Feathers, straw, fur, miscellaneous decorations

· Pencils

· Paper

· Erasers

· Rinse water for paint brushes

· Laptop

· Data projector

· Screen

· Class list

· Websites:

http://ca.youtube.com/watch?v=z5XnZE44dPQ
http://www.kinderart.com/sculpture/plamask.shtml
http://www.blowingrockstage.com/resources/media/mask_outline_right.gif
http://www.civilization.ca/aborig/haida/haama01e.html 

http://www.haidadesigns.com/culture.htm
http://www.andrew.cmu.edu/course/60-105/finals/Cumming_M/'cumming_m.html 

http://www.s2nmedia.com/arctic/features/croads/amask3.html 

http://www.smithsonianeducation.org/educators/lesson_plans/eskimo/page08.htm
http://distance.nysha.org/files/education_pdfs/Meanings%20activity%20page.pdf 

http://faculty.marianopolis.edu/c.belanger/QuebecHistory/encyclopedia/IndianMasks.htm
https://login.live.com/login.srf?wa=wsignin1.0&rpsnv=10&checkda=1&ct=1205454825&rver=4.0.1534.0&wp=LBI&wreply=http:%2F%2Fencarta.msn.com%2Fencnet%2Frefpages%2FRefArticle.aspx%3Frefid%3D701509021%26pn%3D5&lc=1033&id=30352



	3. Content

	See attached hand-outs.



	4. Strategies

	a) Introducing the Activity
· Once students are sitting at their desks and ready for the lesson to commence, the teacher will introduce the topic of First Nations Art, specifically masks.
· Students will view the “Eskimo Dancing - Yup'ik found at http://ca.youtube.com/watch?v=z5XnZE44dPQ.  
· The teacher will lead a class discussion on what the video may have depicted.
· After taking some responses and giving positive feedback, the teacher will reveal that the video showed the Toksook Bay Islander Dance Group performing a traditional dance of the Yup’ik Eskimos.
· The teacher will explain that First Nations people, such as the Yup’ik, often used masks in traditional ceremonies and that masks would have historically been worn for the dance in the video.


	b) Routines
Day 1

· Introduction to the lesson (above).
· Students will follow along as the teacher goes through the handout comparing mask-making in Northwest Coast and Eskimo tribes.

· Students will choose which type of mask they would like to create and make a rough sketch outlining how they will use the elements/principles of design in the style of the chosen culture while also expressing personal flair.
· Once the teacher has approved the sketch, students will choose a partner to create a plaster cast of their face on Day 2.
Day 2

· Students will listen to the proper mask-making procedure as the teacher reads each step from the hand-out (see attached).

· With their chosen partner, students will create a plaster cast of their face.

· The casts will dry overnight on top of the students’ desks.
Day 3 & 4
· Students will paint their casts according to their sketch using acrylic paints. Students must let their mask dry and on day 4 they may add feathers and other decorations if they so choose.
· If time permits, students can share their completed mask with the class, explaining how they used the principles and elements of design to reflect either the Haida or Yup’ik culture as well as their own personality.



	c) Teacher's Role
i) Procedures

Day 1

· Teacher will introduce the lesson with the video and discussion.

· Teacher will distribute the handout, comparing mask-making in Northwest Coast and Eskimo tribes while students follow along at their desks.

· Teacher will emphasize how each culture uses different principles/elements of design to covey meaning.  For example, the Haida use shape and colour to emphasize facial features while the Yup’ik use balance (of two faces or opposing forces) to express duality.

· Teacher will circulate throughout the classroom and provide guidance as students complete their rough mask sketches.

· Teacher will use a class list to check off each student as his/her sketch is completed and approved.
· Teacher will oversee different pairings of students and make adjustments as necessary.

Day 2

· Teacher will read the proper mask-making procedure as students follow along at their desks.  

· Teacher will oversee pairs of students as they make casts of their faces, providing guidance as needed and ensuring directions/clean-up procedures are followed.
· Teacher will take any necessary precautions to ensure the casts dry properly overnight.
· An alternative to using student’s faces is to use balloons for students that may be uncomfortable with the materials on their face.
Day 3 & 4
· Teacher will oversee the students as they paint and decorate their masks, providing guidance as needed and ensuring directions/clean-up procedures are followed.
· Teacher will facilitate voluntary oral presentations of masks to the rest of the class, asking the mask-maker questions such as:
1) What type of mask did you make (Haida, Yup’ik)?  Why?

2) How did you use shape/colour/balance to reflect the culture you chose?

3) How did you reflect your own personality in your mask?

· Teacher will mark the completed masks after class with a rubric (see attached).

ii) Consolidation of Learning

· Teacher will pose the following questions to the class before allowing students  to begin their sketches:
1. How do the Haida use shape and colour to emphasize facial features?

2. How do the Yup’ik use balance to express duality?

3. How could you incorporate your personality, beliefs, and values into your mask while maintaining the style of your chosen culture? 

(Hint: use symbols and colours that are meaningful to you, such as those from a family crest, flag representing your heritage, or club/organization you belong to).



	5. Assessment

	· Teacher will give informal feedback to students ask they complete their masks.

· Student masks will be evaluated according to a rubric (see attached).
· Voluntary oral presentations will not be formally evaluated.



	6. Reflections

	a) Learning Expectations
b) Next Steps for Student Learning to Lesson Expectation(s)

· In future lessons students will view work from additional periods and cultures and discuss their preferences for specific art work.


	c) Effectiveness
d) Next Steps Related to the Effectiveness of the Student Teacher
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