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	Subject/Course:   Visual Arts
	Name:   Alexis G., Candace B., Falyn F., Nichole D., Jennifer W.

	Grade Level:   7
	Date:   

	Topic:    Inuit Soapstone Sculptures
	Time:    50 min x  2


	1. Expectations 

      The Grade  7   learners will:

	a) Expectations:

Grade 7          PLNR02          The Arts          Creative Work

7a46: produce a three-dimensional work of art (i.e., work involving techniques in drawing and sculpting) that communicates a thought, feeling, and/or experience for specific purposes and to specific audiences 



	2. Preassessment

	a) Learners:
· Already know how to draw pictures on drawing paper using pencils
· Have knowledge regarding 2D shapes and how to display 2D objects on flat drawing paper

· Already understand standard “clean-up” procedures
· Are aware of the location of clean-up supplies (ex. Paper towel, sink, etc.) 

· Already know general safety procedures (ex. Leave yourself enough personal space by staying in your seat, do not point any tools used in the class at other students, do not throw anything, etc)
· Have already produced three-dimensional works of art that communicate a range of ideas.


	b) Learning Environment:
· Students will be sitting in their assigned seats, which are in groups of four

· Large group learning situation 

· Extra pencils, erasers, and rulers are available to the students - please ensure the names of the students who borrow these items are recorded (may want to do so on the whiteboard or blackboard) and then checked off once the items are returned

· Whiteboard markers or chalk and erasers are at the whiteboard or blackboard
· Extra markers or chalk are available in the top drawer in the teacher’s desk  
· Table at the front of the room for teacher demonstrations and “supply buffet”

· The projector is ready for use
· Projection screen available for use

· Computer in the classroom (already hooked up to the projector) or laptop available for use

Adjustment to learning environment: 
Day 1:

· have a marker at the whiteboard or chalk at the blackboard to complete the brainstorming webs 

· have the projector hooked up to the computer and the projector screen down ready to display the pictures of the Inuit sculptures
· have the handout (entitled “Personal Soapstone Sculptures” see Appendix One) on the table at the front of the room ready for distribution 
· have the teacher’s drawings displayed at the front of the class – to be used as an exemplar before the students create their own drawings
· have the drawing paper on the table at the front of the room (at least one per student) to be distributed by the teacher
Day 2:

· have an assortment of carving tools (at least four) in the centre of every grouping of desks (which are in groups of four per the regular seating arrangements) 

· have the teacher’s sculpture on the table at the front of the room 
· have the drawings that were done by the students in the previous class (that were collected for assessment) on the table at the front of the room ready to be distributed as the teacher calls out each student’s name
· have  the newspaper and the bars of soap (preferably unscented) on the table at the front of the room– each student will need to pick up one of each of these items when it is time for the application
· have face masks on the table at the front of the room available for students to use while they are carving their sculptures (ex. For students with asthma)  

· have an extra bar of soap and some carving tools on the table at the front of the room for the teacher demonstrations (this bar of soap can also be used for the student demonstrations during the consolidation)

· have extra bars of soap in a cupboard (out of the students’ sight) available for students that need to start over (do not promote that these extras are available since the students should be trying to work carefully with the bar of soap they were provided


	c) Resources:
Day 1:
For Lesson:
· Whiteboard or blackboard

· Whiteboard markers or chalk

· Projector and projection screen

· Computer with pictures from the websites http://www.inuitcarvings.ca/inuit-carvings.html and   http://www.sandycline.com/ already loaded on it for projection

· “Personal Soapstone Sculptures” handout –one per student (See Appendix One)
· Teacher’s drawings (that go with his/her sculpture)
For Application:
· 8 ½ x 11 white drawing paper – one per student (will be located on the table at the front of the room due to modifications to the learning environment)
· Pencil and eraser – one per student (in each student’s pencil case  – if they do not have these, extras are available to the students - please ensure the names of the students who borrow these items are recorded and then checked off once the items are returned)

· Class list for assessment – record the date and exercise being assessed at the top of the page

Day 2:

For Lesson:
· Teacher’s sculpture to be used as an exemplar (will be located on the table at the front of the room due to modifications to the learning environment)
· Carving tools (will be located on the table at the front of the room due to modifications to the learning environment)
For Application:
· Each student’s drawings from the prior class (will be located on the table at the front of the room due to modifications to the learning environment)

· Carving tools for the students (will be located in the middle of each grouping of students’ desks due to modifications to the learning environment)
· Newspaper –enough to sufficiently cover each students work area 

· Bars of soap (one for each student will be located on the table at the front of the class and extras will be in a cupboard due to modifications to the learning environment)

· Face masks (on the table at the front of the room due to modifications to the learning environment)

· Sink for each student to wash his/her hands

· Paper towels and water for the students to clean their desks

· A rubric for each student for assessment purposes – record the student’s name, the date, and title of the exercise being assessed at the top of each rubric



	3. Content
	4. Strategies

	a) Introduction
DAY ONE
Pictures of Inuit soapstone sculptures


	a) Teaching Strategies
(5 min)

· Teacher projects pictures from the websites http://www.inuitcarvings.ca/inuit-carvings.html and   http://www.sandycline.com/  onto a projector screen

· With reference to a carving displayed on the website, ask the students: 
“What do you think this is a sculpture of?”

“Who do you think might have sculpted this subject/object?”

“Why do you think this subject/object was chosen to be sculpted?”

· Repeat referencing a variety of other sculptures found on the websites 

	b) Establishing the Learning
DAY ONE
Inuit culture brainstorm
History of the Inuit
Transition to personal images
Grade 7 class brainstorm
Introduction of application
Exemplar
DAY TWO
Introduction 

Exemplar

Activity

Description of carving tools and demonstration of proper carving techniques
Safety considerations

	a) Teaching Strategies

(12 min)
· Keep at least one of the pictures from the introduction on the screen while discussing the following concepts:
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Teacher creates a brainstorm web on the whiteboard or blackboard with “Inuit” in the middle of the web
Example:

· Orally ask the students:
“What comes to mind when you hear the word Inuit?” 

Teacher writes each of the answers on the whiteboard or blackboard attaching them to the web.

· Teacher orally describes the history of the Inuit:
“The Inuit live in areas within the Northern hemisphere, specifically in Canada they live in the far North.  The Inuit call themselves by words that mean “the people.”  Historically, they carved images of the animals they hunted or carved images from traditional myths and stories they told.  Most Inuit carvings show polar bears, walrus, seals or Inuit hunters In the past the Inuit carved images as toys for their children; today the Inuit carve to make works of art to sell and support their families.  These images are carved from soapstone, a soft, talc-based stone that easily accepts carving techniques.”

· Teacher explains the idea that this concept can be applied to any culture:
“Just as images of polar bears, walrus, and seals are important to the Inuit, we too have subjects and objects that are important to us.  For example, my favourite animal is a cat; therefore, a carving of a cat would represent a subject that is important in my life.” 
· Teacher creates a brainstorm web on the whiteboard or blackboard with “Grade 7 Class” in the middle of the web
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Example:
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· Orally ask the students:
“What images are important to you?”
Teacher writes each of the answers on the whiteboard or blackboard attaching them to the web.
Students should be suggesting subjects (such as people or animals that are important to them) or objects (such as objects related to their hobbies or interests) 
· Teacher distributes the handout “Personal Soapstone Sculptures” (See Appendix One) outlining the procedures for drawing and sculpting their subjects/objects

· Teacher orally explains the procedures as detailed on the handout 
· Teacher makes reference to the drawings of his/her subject/object displayed at the front of the room (already displayed due to modifications to learning environment) 

· Teacher orally explains what subject/object they chose and why (include thought process for deciding on that subject/object in terms of thoughts, feelings and/or experiences)
(3 min)

Teacher displays his/her sculpture and briefly explains what tools he/she used to carve the subject/object and what techniques were important to incorporate in the production of the finished product.  The teacher may want to also address how long the sculpture took them to complete and what he/she found most difficult.  
(5 min)
· Teacher orally describes each of the most commonly used carving tools that are placed on the students’ desks (already in the middle of each grouping of four students due to modifications to the learning environment) 

· Teacher orally describes the proper technique to follow when using each of the tools described 

1. It is important to keep bits of soap off the floor as they are slippery to walk on.

2. If you feel inclined, wear a facemask.  They’re fashionable and it may help those who are asthmatic or find themselves sneezing an awful lot.
3.  Work on the newspaper provided to ensure ease of clean-up and to protect one’s desk.

4. Don’t touch your face or eyes without washing your hands first because soap can sting.

5. Cushion your soap with your hand gently and carve slowly.  If you try to whack off large chunks of soap, your sculpture may crumble or crack in half.

6. Examine the group of tools in front of you.  They come in different shapes and sizes.  The fine point carving tools can make small, detailed lines, whereas the large tools may be used to remove larger pieces of soap from your sculpture.  There are also tools with curved or jagged edges.  These can be used to create texture such as fur or brick for example.  Plan as you go and share with your group mates please.  .    

7. Remember to leave one of the sides of soap flat for a base.

8. Always carve away from your body so you do not hurt yourself.

9.  Carve your initials or name into the bottom/base so that it is not showing and does not distract from your masterful piece of art!
· Teacher demonstrates the techniques described using the extra bar of soap (already at the front of the room due to modifications to the learning environment)

· Teacher orally addresses the safety considerations for using the carving tools (ex. Only use the tools on the bars of soap, carve away from your hand and body, and use the available masks if required or desired - teacher may need to be more explicit depending on the dynamics of his/her class)


	4. Strategies (continued)

	b) Consolidation of Learning:
(1 min)

Day 1:
Teacher orally asks:
 “Can someone please remind the class what needs to be completed by the end of this work period?”
Students should indicate that both the four perspective drawings and the written description of the subject/object chosen must be completed and handed in by the end of the class.
The teacher may want to use the drawings as the “ticket out the door” – the student must hand in their paper before they can leave the classroom.

(3 min)

Day 2:

Teacher orally asks:

“Who would like to come up to the front to demonstrate how they would use a specific carving tool?”
Once a student has been chosen, orally explain to that student and the rest of the class that he/she must choose a tool, explain why that tool was chosen, what technique he/she could use for that tool and then physically demonstrate that technique while incorporating proper safety considerations. 
Teacher orally asks:

“Would someone else like to demonstrate a different tool and technique?”
The teacher may repeat this as many times as he/she sees fit (may depend on the amount and variety of tools available for application).


	c) Application / Reaction:
(35 min)

Day 1:
· Teacher distributes a piece of drawing paper to each student
· Students think of what they would like to sculpt

· Students draw their chosen sculpture from four perspectives on a piece of paper (fold the paper into four  sections in order to provide sufficient space for each drawing)

· Students write a description of their chosen sculpture on the back of the paper with their drawings (they must communicate what the subject/object is that they will be carving, the reasoning behind their choice and what thoughts, feelings, and/or experiences have influenced their decision)
· These papers must be completed and collected by the end of the first day for assessment purposes

(39 min)

Day 2:

· students are to be seated according to the seating plan (in groups of four)
· teacher calls on each student individually to pass back the drawings 
· when the students are called to pick up their drawing they must also pick up one or two pieces of newspaper and one bar of soap to bring back to their desk
· the students can begin their sculpture when they have picked up all of the necessary materials

· students have the entire class to complete their sculptures (they must sculpt what they drew the previous class)

· students share the sculpting tools that have been placed in the middle of each group of four desks

· allow time for clean-up (students must throw out the soap shavings, wipe down their desk, clean their sculpting tools and wash their hands)

·  the sculptures must be completed and collected by the end of the day for assessment purposes



	5. Assessment

	Grade 7          PLNR02          The Arts          Creative Work

7a46: produce a three-dimensional work of art (i.e., work involving techniques in drawing and sculpting) that communicates thoughts, feelings, and/or experiences for specific purposes and to specific audiences 
Day 1: 

· assess each student’s drawing for completeness (a drawing of all four sides is required) – record C for complete or IC for incomplete beside each student’s name on a class list
· assess whether or not each student effectively communicates range of thoughts, feelings and/or experiences – record E for effective or IE for ineffective beside each student’s name on a class list
Day 2: 
· assess the finished soapstone sculpture using the rubric (See Appendix Two) – fill out one rubric per student



	6. Reflections

	a) Learning Expectations
Complete after lesson



	b) Effectiveness
Complete after lesson



	c) Next Steps
Complete after lesson



Soap Stone Sculptures

- Exemplars - 
Example One: Cat





Example Two: Race Car



	Criteria
	Level 1
	Level 2
	Level 3
	Level 4

	Execution


	Does not look like sketch
	Looks a little like sketch
	Looks mostly like sketch
	Looks like sketch

	Craftsmanship
	Sculpture has major damage due to incorrect techniques


	Sculpture has minor damage (sculpture cracked or had pieces fall off or break off)


	Sculpture has minor damage but damage does not seriously affect finished product
	Sculpture has no damage

	Reflective
	Sculpture is unrelated or inappropriate as it fails to demonstrate students thoughts, feelings and/or experiences 


	Sculpture shows little reflection of students thoughts, feelings and/or experiences 
	Sculpture demonstrates some reflection of students thoughts, feelings and/or experiences
	Sculpture effectively conveys thoughts, feelings and/or experiences  

	Form 
	Sculpture has no form and is flat 


	Sculpture has little form and is mainly flat
	Sculpture has form but some of the items which should have form are flat


	Sculpture is built with attention to detail. Excellent use of form

	Texture
	Sculpture has no texture
	Sculpture has little texture
	Sculpture has some texture. There are areas that should have texture but do not


	Sculpture has excellent texture which adds to its realism 


Rubric: Soap Stone Sculptures

Comments:
Personal “Soap”stone

Sculptures

Grade eight Visual Art

Directions:

Soapstone Sketches 
· Fold your piece of paper into four sections

· Each of these sections will be used to sketch out an image that you wish to carve into your soapstone next class

· In each section of the paper, draw your image from a different perspective (ex: one top view, one side view, etc.)

· Be sure to use detail to illustrate the depth of the carvings, or important features you will want to include on your sculpture

· When your sketches are complete, write a brief description on the back of your page explaining what image you have selected to sketch (and then sculpt), why you chose to create this particular image, what thoughts, feelings and/or experiences influenced your decision.  

· These four sketches plus the written description are due at the end of class

“Soap”stone carving

· For our sculpture we are going to use something a little different than most artists – we are going to use a bar of soap!

· First step in the carving process is to select a bar of soap 

· Next use a pencil to lightly trace the outline of the image you have sketched onto the bar of soap (depending on the image you can chose to mark out the entire outline or one side of the image at a time)

· It is important to select the appropriate carving tool for the technique best suited to each portion of your sculpture

· Use the carving tool to cut or shave a little bit of the soap at a time – remember to carve away from your hands and body as some of the carving tools may be sharp

· Attempting to remove large pieces of soap all at once may result in damage to your final product, remember you are shaping the subject/object out of the bar of soap slowly and carefully 

·  When the subject/object is completely carved out of the bar of soap, work on adding any detailed features or markings that would make the carving more realistic

· Your finished sculpture will be submitted to the teacher to be marked along with your sketches and description

General Planning Format 








Inuit





Grade 7 Class





Phase Three: Finished product (top view)





Phase Three: Finished product (side view)





Phase Two: Carving 





Phase One: Soap Block 





Phase Three: Finished product (front/top  view)





Phase Three: Finished product (side view)





Phase Two: Carving 





Phase One: Soap Block 
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