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	Date: N/A

	Topic:  Art History – Piet Mondrian
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	1. Expectations 

      The Grade  7   learners will:

	a) Expectations:
· Explain how the principles of design are used to organize a work, communicate feelings, and convey ideas, using appropriate vocabulary and terminology (e.g., the repetition of small squares arranged in vertical and horizontal lines in a work by Mondrian creates pathways through the work and, therefore, a feeling of movement) (7a50)
· organize their art works to communicate ideas, using at least one of the principles of design specified for this grade (e.g., use informal balance in an art work to aid in the depiction of two sides of an issue); (7a45)



	2. Preassessment

	a) Learners:
· Students have been introduced to the principles of design, including emphasis, rhythm, balance, unity, variety, proportion in the previous lesson
· Most students are able to distinguish between formal (symmetrical) and informal (asymmetrical) balance

· In previous years, students studied various artists and have been given some opportunity to communicate how various elements of design convey different ideas
· Students enjoy the opportunity to work creatively, and especially enjoy tasks where they are given ample freedom to design and construct following basic instruction
· Most students work well independently
· Students were told a week before to bring in an object that can be used for the art lesson with a flat surface area 10cm X 10cm to 40cm X 40cm 


	b) Learning Environment:
· Students will be sitting in 6 groupings of desks

· Students will be at their assigned desks for the new learning and application

· Teacher is in front of the class for the introduction

· Teacher is circulating throughout the classroom during the activity


	c) Resources:
· 6 rolls of black electrical tape
· A variety of coloured construction paper and white paper
· Class set of rulers
· Scrap paper and pencil
· Recipe card for each student
· Blackboard and chalk
· Mondrian exemplar
· Students objects from home for art project
· Laptop
· LCD projector and screen
· Video clip on the works of Piet Mondrian – A Journey Through Modern Art (http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9fmiKOOvLUo)



	3. Content

	The principles of design are concepts that are used to organize or arrange the structural elements of design.   
The principles are: 
  Balance 

  Proportion 

  Rhythm 

  Emphasis 

  Variety
  Unity 
  Movement
Artists apply the principles of design (emphasis, rhythm, balance, unity, variety and proportion) in order to portray an intended feeling, message or mood within their work.  The artist decides on the message that they wish to deliver and deliberately chooses the principles that will effectively depict their message.  
An artist whom exemplifies the use of design principles to communicate feelings and convey ideas is Piet Mondrian.  In the early 1900’s, this artist created a new style called ‘Neoplasticism’ which focuses on straight lines, primary colours and lack of colour to convey movement.  His use of repeating squares (and other geometric figures) arranged in vertical and horizontal lines simplistically, yet effectively, display rhythm, unity, variety and emphasis.  



	4. Strategies

	a) Introducing the Activity
Day 1
1) Through a class discussion, remind students of their learning of the principles of design from the previous lesson.  

2) Ask different volunteers to identify one principle of design and provide a description.  The teacher will record the five principles on the chalkboard to serve as a reminder for this lesson.  
3) Ask:  Why might an artist incorporate balance into their artwork?  Why might proportion be important?  How might an artist show rhythm in a piece of work?  Why would an artist use emphasis?  Why might unity be important in creating art?  (Students will volunteer responses to the above questions, and answers will be discussed as a class in order to get students thinking about the purpose of each of the principles of design).  
4) Explain that today we will be looking at a particular artist, Piet Mondrian, to develop a greater understanding of movement within a piece of art.  
5) Show the video on Piet Mondrian so that students can learn about his life and the work he is famous for.
6) Following the video, ask:  What are some characteristics/commonalities that you observed in Mondrian’s work?  (Students will volunteer responses).  Teacher will record significant observations on the board (ie: vertical and horizontal lines (often in black), basic colours, geometric figures, etc)
7) Ask:  Based on the work you have observed, what principles of design are prominent in many of his pieces?   What do you think the artist was trying to tell us?
8) Explain that each student will be creating their own Mondrian-style artwork on an object of their choice.  Students will work to incorporate the characteristic traits of Mondrian’s work (listed on the blackboard) within their pieces.  


	b) Teacher's Role
i) Procedures
Day 2
· During the lesson the teacher will be circulating around the classroom providing support for the students, answering questions and ensuring they are on task. The teacher will prompt students will different questions throughout the different stages of the class.
· If the noise level gets too loud the lights will be switches off to gain their attention and the class will be reminded to show respect for all students in the class and maintain a positive learning environment.
· During the brainstorming portion the teacher will check each students work and give the go-ahead to start their art work once they have chose the principles of design they want to use and what their main idea/ feelings they want their art work to portray. If students are having trouble getting down their ideas the teacher will ask the students what they want their final art piece to portray or how they want their art work to make them feel.
Day 3
· Once the students have started their art pieces the teacher will circulate the classroom and ask students how their art work is portraying the elements of design they were planning on using?
· For the final draft of the student’s paragraph on the principles of design used in their art work the teacher will circulate and ask the students if their final art piece showed the principles of design and main ideas/feelings they were intending to demonstrate. If they are different, what are the new principles of design and main ideas/feelings used and produced?
ii) Consolidation of Learning

· Students will look at an Impressionist and Neoplastic exemplars inspired by Mondrian’s style of art work. The students will answer the following questions.
1. What type of Mondrian art work is being used?
2. What principles of design are being used?

3. What idea/feelings does the art work portray?

c) Routines
Day 1 and 2
· Instructions will be given for the remaining portion of the art class. Students will first write do some brainstorming and write a rough draft of what principles they intend to use and what main idea they are trying to portray. The rough draft is to checked by the teacher and they can start their Mondrian inspired art project once the project is finished.  Each student is to give their art work a name or title and compare their brainstorming to their final art piece.  Following this, students will write a final paragraph describing what principles of design were used and what main idea they are trying to portray.
· Each student will be given a scrap piece of paper and will be required to write down the principles of design and the main idea they would like to portray in their Mondrian inspired art work. 
· Each student must have their rough copy checked by the teacher before they are given the go ahead to start their art project. The students can then go and retrieve their object they have brought in for their art work and will pick up the supplies they need from the front of the room. 
· Each student can choose 2 pieces of construction paper and share with other students in the class and should return any unused paper to the front of the class.
· 10 minutes before the end of the period the students will be asked to finish up what they were doing and start to clean up. The students will be storing their art work at the back of the classroom on a table and their rough copies in their art binders. 
Day 3
· The students will get out their art pieces and start up where they left off. They will have till the end of the class to finish their art work. Any work that doesn’t get finished will have to be completed during their lunch breaks and their final paragraphs can be completed at home for homework.
· When each student feels are happy with their final product they will get out their brainstorming sheet and compare their final art copy to what they had intended to make and write their final paragraph, describing the principles of design used and what main ideas/feelings produced. Also, the students will be giving their art work a name/title. 
· When the students are finished their art work and their final paragraphs they will hand them in together. 
· 10 minutes before the end of the period the students will be asked to finish up what they were doing and start to clean up. Any unfinished work will be stored at the back of the class and in their art binder.

	


	5. Assessment

	Student’s brainstorming, Mondrian inspired art work and final copy of description paragraph will be graded according to the attached rubric.  



	6. Reflections

	a) Learning Expectations

	b) Effectiveness

	c) Next Steps


Mondrian Art History Rubric

	
	Level 1
	Level 2
	Level 3
	Level 4

	Knowledge and Understanding

Student is able to use the principles of design that Piet Mondrian uses in his work into their own work of art (uses only red, yellow, blue, black and white in colour scheme, incorporates movement with horizontal and vertical lines.) 


	Shows little understanding of the principles of design that Mondrian uses.  Very rarely uses any principles of design and final work does not look like something Mondrian would have created himself. 


	Shows some understanding of the principles of design that Mondrian uses.  Sometimes uses a few principles of design and final work looks somewhat like something Mondrian would have created himself. 


	Shows a considerable understanding of the principles of design that Mondrian uses.  Usually uses many principles of design and final work looks like something Mondrian would have created himself. 
	Shows a high level of understanding of the principles of design that Mondrian uses.  The student uses many if not all the principles of design and final work looks a lot like something Mondrian would have created himself. 



	Thinking and Inquiry

Student shows his/her thought process after the Mondrian video has been shown through brainstorming on a piece of paper what principles of design and ideas they would like to use in his/her work of art. 


	Demonstrates little thought process through brainstorming. Does not show that the student plans to use principles of design or ideas into his/her final work of art. 
	Demonstrates somewhat of a thought process through brainstorming. Brainstorming shows that the student plans to use a few principles of design and ideas into his/her final work of art.
	Demonstrates a considerable thought process through brainstorming. Brainstorming shows that the student plans to use many principles of design and ideas into his/her final work of art.
	Demonstrates a high level of understanding of the thought process through brainstorming. Brainstorming shows that the student plans to use many, if not all, principles of design and ideas into his/her final work of art.



	Communication

Student is able to write a paragraph with clarity on why principles of design add feeling, emotion, movement and ideas to a work of art. Student can clearly explain why they chose to incorporate certain principles of design and how these principles convey ideas in his/her work of art.  


	Demonstrates a limited understanding of why he/she chose to use certain principles of design to express feelings, emotions, movement and ideas into his/her work of art. Paragraph is not clear and has many spelling and grammatical errors. 
	Demonstrates somewhat of an understanding of why he/she chose to use certain principles of design to express feelings, emotions, movement and ideas into his/her work of art. Paragraph is somewhat clear and has often has spelling and grammatical errors. 
	Demonstrates considerable understanding of why they chose to use certain principles of design to express feelings, emotions, movement and ideas into his/her work of art. Paragraph is clear and only a few spelling and grammatical errors. 
	Demonstrates a high level of understanding of why they chose to use certain principles of design to express feelings, emotions, movement and ideas into his/her work of art. Paragraph is clear and has no spelling or grammatical errors. 

	Application

Student is able to take his/her proposed principles of design and ideas created through brainstorming and transfer them to his/her work of art. 
	Demonstrates a limited understanding of how to take his/her proposed ideas and apply them to create a work of art based on Mondrian art.  
	Demonstrates somewhat of an understanding of how to take his/her proposed ideas and apply them to create a work of art based on Mondrian art.  
	Demonstrates a considerable understanding of how to take his/her proposed ideas and apply them to create a work of art based on Mondrian art.  
	Demonstrates a high level of understanding of how to take his/her proposed ideas and apply them to create a work of art based on Mondrian art.  .
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