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	Subject/Course:      Art
	Name:   Sarah Ketcheson, Amanda VanderVeen, Meagan Sullivan, Logan Bayer, Ben Wilson, Katie Brown

	Grade Level:   7
	Date: Any time

	Topic:     Soap Carvings & Inuit Art History
	Time: Two 75 minute classes 


	1. Expectations 

      The Grade   7  learners will:

	a) Expectations:

7a46
Grade 7
PLNR02
The Arts

Creative Work
– produce a three-dimensional work of art (i.e., sculpting an animal) that communicates feelings
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The Arts

Critical Thinking

– explain their preference for choosing their animal and the associated personal attachment to it



	2. Preassessment

	a) Learners:
- Students have been told to think about an animal that has significance in their lives. They may bring in a picture of this animal to serve as a model while carving.
- Students have previously created three-dimensional sculptures that convey meaning (in grade 6)

- In previous classes students have studied print making and are familiar with using linocutters to cut different mediums

-Students are aware that they have a portfolio to hand in at the end of the term and have been working on pieces of art to include in the portfolio.



	b) Learning Environment:
- Students will sit at long tables, with enough space on either side of them that they can place a full sheet of newsprint

- Supplies for the art project (Exacto knives and linocutters) will be placed on a table at the front of the room (near the blackboard). Students will pick up all the necessary supplies and bring them to their seats.

- The blinds covering the large windows at the back of the classroom (opposite the blackboard) will be open to allow for maximum use of natural light. The ceiling lights will also be illuminated. 
- Five bars of soap will be placed on each table (one for each student)

- Desks are already covered in tablecloths to protect the tables
- Shelving at the back of the classroom will be lined with white paper. Students can write their name on the paper in front of their sculpture.



	c) Resources:
· Dove soap bars
· Exacto knives (15)

· Lino cutters and attachments (class set)
· Pictures of different animals

· Exemplars of soap carvings

· Pictures of Inuit soapstone carvings

· Students will bring a picture of an animal to carve

· Bristol board with supplies listed

· Students will have their agendas and art portfolios

· Assessment checklists and rating scales (1 per student)
· Band-aids
· Tablecloths and tape
· White craft paper (from drying shelf)
· Newsprint
· Idea folder (includes pictures for inspiration) 



	3. Content
	4. Strategies

	a) Introduction
Hook:
Introduction to Inuit soapstone Carving

	a) Teaching Strategies (3 minutes)
· Present the class with pictures of modern Inuit soapstone carvings 

=> Asks students “What are the similarities between all of these sculptures?”

	b) Establishing the Learning
History behind soapstone carvings
Soap carvings as an art form

Explanation of activity to be completed

	a) Teaching Strategies (15 minutes)
- Explain the history behind it
=> Dates back to before recorded history 

=> Carving has always been part of Inuit culture

=> Inuit people carved for decorative, religious, or functional purposes

=> Being a nomadic culture, everyday items were often adorned (i.e. tools, clothing)

- Materials used
=> Soapstone: Soapstone, also called potstone, steatite or saponite, is actually an impure form of talc.
=> Carving tools included sticks and other types of stone, and were sometimes fashioned from tusks (i.e. of arctic whales)
=> Carvings were polished using animal fat
- What was carved
=> Carving often reflected the artists’ harmonious relationship with the natural world

=> Subject matter ranged from animals to natural objects (refer to pictures shown in “hook”)
=> Carvings also told the story of their hunting expeditions 

- Transition to commercial use: 
=> Soapstone carvings  became widely popular and sought after in the 1950s
=> James A. Houston first introduced this type of artwork to Montreal collectors and worldwide interest grew in these types of exhibits after this point (show pictures)

=> In the mid 1900's, Inuit tradition was threatened by the rapidly changing world. In the 1940s, Inuit people were encouraged to create art to be sold to art collectors all over the world. These works of art were extremely popular and as a result, soapstone carvings have become recognized as a unique art form.
- The teacher will introduce the activity and present the exemplars
=> The teacher will tell students: “This afternoon, you will each carve an animal that means something to you. If you brought in a picture as a model, you may use that or find an idea in the ‘idea file’”

=> Students will also be told that they will be reflecting on their sculpture once completed. This reflection must be a paragraph explaining the student’s inspiration behind their choice of subject matter for the work of art they are completing. 
- State the reason for using Dove soap and not soapstone for this activity (the dust that would result from carving soapstone is dangerous to inhale)

- The teacher will explain the appropriate behaviour to be displayed during this activity

=> Use tools only when seated

=> Carve away from your body

=> Inform students that inappropriate use will result in being asked to leave the class




	4. Strategies (continued)

	b) Consolidation of Learning: (5 minutes)
=> Teacher will ask students:
- “Would your shoe be an appropriate choice for your sculpture? Why or why not? (Expected student response: no, because traditional individual soapstone sculptures centred around the natural and animal world) 
- Students will be asked to describe the appropriate technique for carving, and the consequences for misuse of the tools (Expected student response: It is important to carve away from your body and to use the tools when sitting at the table. If I don’t follow these instructions, I will have to leave the class.)


	c) Application / Reaction: (127 minutes over two art periods)
· This lesson will occur over two days (two 75 minute classes). The first class will be devoted to learning the history of Inuit soapstone carving, as well as the beginning stages of carving. In the second class, students will complete their carving and write their paragraph-long reflection.
· Students will create a three-dimensional animal sculpture out of Dove soap 
· The animal that the student chooses to sculpt must be significant to the student. 
· They will start their carving in the first class
· After the sculpture is completed, students will write a personal reflection explaining their choice of animal and why their animal has significant meaning to them.




	5. Assessment

	- Students will be evaluated on their three-dimensional sculpture using a checklist (see attached) to determine if it is complete or not.
- Students will also hand in their personal reflection on their sculpture. This will be assessed using a checklist (see attached). 
- Both the sculpture and the written reflection will be handed in at the end of the second class.

-This project could be included in the final portfolio to be evaluated at the of term, if the student chooses.



	6. Reflections

	a) Learning Expectations


	b) Effectiveness


	c) Next Steps



General Planning Format 
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