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	Subject/Course:      Art History
	Name:   Wendy Ouzas, Melissa Talevi, Trista Karn, Cathy Campoverde, Amy Gashi-Tilson, Kirsten Baldwin

	Grade Level:   7
	Date:  n/a

	Topic:     Inuit Soapstone Carvings
	Time:     40 min + 40 min


	1. Expectations 

      The Grade 7       learners will:

	a) Expectations:
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Grade 7
PLNR02
The Arts

Knowledge of Elements

– use the appropriate tools, materials, and techniques to create the desired effect 
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Creative Work

– produce a three-dimensional work of art (i.e., works involving techniques used in drawing, sculpting) that communicate a range of thoughts and feelings.


	2. Preassessment

	a) Learners:
-Students have prior experience drawing a three dimensional object from different views (top, bottom, etc.).

-Students have prior knowledge of the fur trade in Canada (for example white fox).
-Students know what a contour line drawing is.



	b) Learning Environment:
The art buffet (see resources below) will be set up along the front of the classroom.  Posted on the front board will be a list of the supplies needed to complete the assignment.
There will be several images of Inuit Soapstone carvings posted at the front of the classroom. 

Classroom is divided into two long tables that accommodate approximately 15 students at each table.  Seating plan is available in the filing cabinet in file called Supply Teacher.

Instruct students to handle their water with care, since the water can become soapy and can cause someone to slip and fall if spilled on the floor. Mop, bucket, and towels (or paper towel) should readily available in the classroom. 
There may be students with allergies to soap have an alternative available for students (such as unscented, Styrofoam, goat’s milk soap). Ensure that students are asked prior to art lesson.  



	c) Resources:
For Lesson:

-Sample of soapstone
-Exemplar of soap carving (polar bear), photographs of exemplar attached in Appendix A
-Contour line drawings of the polar bear

-Hand-out of carving procedure for students’ notebook attached to Appendix A. 

-Storybook “The Polar Bear’s Gift” by Jeanne Bushley ISBN 0-88995-220-5

-Class list

-Seating Plan

-Images of Inuit Soapstone carvings to attached to appendix A
For Application

-Refer to Art Buffet List
-Sink
-Mop and bucket
-Towels (or paper towel)

Art Buffet includes: 

-Soap 
-Toothpicks

-Butter knife

-Popsicle Sticks 

-Pencils

-Paper

-Small plastic containers filled with water

-Paper towels

-Recipe cards

Content for the lesson was derived from:

1. Inuit Art Pod. (2007). History of Inuit Art. Retrieved from http://www.inuitartpod.com/history-
          of-inuit-art/info_9.html
2. Novosel, T. (2006). Art and Artists. Retrieved from   

          http://scaa.usask.ca/gallery/northern/content?pg=ex06-2



	3. Content
	4. Strategies

	a) Introduction
(Hook) The book, “The Polar Bear’s Gift” and pass around soapstone.    

	a) Teaching Strategies
Read the book to the class aloud and have students pass around soapstone.  
After the book is read. Orally ask the students: 
· “What do you think this is?” 

· “Soapstone carvings are an important part of Inuit culture, just like the little girl in the story carved a fish out of soapstone, we will be learning about soapstone carvings and creating our own carving.”


	b) Establishing the Learning
History of Inuit Culture
Soapstone Sculptures 
Importance of animals in Inuit culture

Art Activity

Tools used in Soap carvings
Continuation of Art Activity
	a) Teaching Strategies

(Day 1: Approx. 40 minutes)
· The Inuit are from Northern Canada. They were originally a nomadic people. Teacher asks, “What does nomadic mean?” (Nomadic means that this group of people do not settle in one area but move from place to place based on food and shelter).
· The Inuit generated income by selling and trading white fox fur. Unfortunately by the 1940s the demand for white fox fur had severely decreased and no one was interested in buying it. “With nothing to trade” the Inuit people became very deprived and starved. 
· Teacher asks, “What do you think the Inuit did to survive?” (This is when Inuit art came about.)
· In 1948, a young artist from Toronto went to Inukjuak in arctic Quebec where he recognized the beauty of the Inuit sculptures. He brought a wide selection of sculpture back to the South and presented them to the Canadian Guild of Crafts in Montreal. There was enthusiastic response to this artwork. A lot of the artwork depicted their Northern lifestyle. Perhaps the culture would have gone extinct if not for their artwork.
· If we look at soapstone carvings more carefully, we can see that most depict animals in some form or another.  Animals have always been important to Inuit people.  Inuit artists have great respect for animals. Storytelling is also a vital part of Inuit culture.  In Inuit myths and legends, animals have special powers, such as the ability to transform or speak to humans. Like the story we just read. 

· Orally tell the students: The story we just read showed the bond between a grandmother and granddaughter and the gifts they gave each other.  Some of the best gifts are homemade and come from the heart.  I want you to think of someone special in your life. You are going to give your sculpture to him/her. Who would you give it to and what might you carve for them? You will be filling out a recipe card to go with your sculpture: on the front your will name your piece and write out who the sculpture is for and why you created it for them. On the back of the recipe card you will write a reflection of the process using art vocabulary (for example, any difficulties you had or anything you might change with your sculpture).  Use a piece of paper to sketch out your carving. Make it a contour line drawing since you will just be using it as reference or guide when you begin your carving.
(Day 2: Approx. 40 minutes)

· The Inuit tools that are used to carve soapstone are dependent upon their material (rock), versus the tools that we are going to use today. “Inuit wouldn’t use popsicle sticks or toothpicks”. Teacher will go over the art buffet materials with students (the butter knife is used for taking out larger chunks of soap, the popsicle stick is for smoothing and shaping, water is used for reducing sharp edges and for clean-up, toothpick is used for fine detailing, i.e. teeth, eyes, fur, etc.). 
· When you have completed the contour line drawing of what you want to carve, raise your hand.  I’ll come to your desk and look it over.  Once I have approved it, you can gather your soap and sculpting materials from the art buffet.  Make sure to pick up a copy of the procedure for sculpting (Appendix A).  Read it carefully and proceed accordingly.  Make sure you remember to pick up the recipe card for your reflection.




	4. Strategies (continued)

	b) Consolidation of Learning:
-Name some uses for soapstone.
-Why are animals important to the Inuit?

-After you are done your contour line drawing, what do you do?



	c) Application / Reaction:
Students will individually create their own soap carving.  See appendix A for procedure and handouts.  Following this activity students will write their own reflection on the front of a recipe card that includes who they would give their carving to and why.  On the back of the recipe card students will write the process of creating a soap carving using proper art vocabulary.

Art activity will continue in day 2. 




	5. Assessment

	Conference at student desks while they are working on their sculpture – are the students using the appropriate tools, materials, and techniques to create their sculpture – make anecdotal notes of students use of the materials.

Students hand in their finished product and their reflection – rubric is appendix B attached to the lesson plan.
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