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	Subject/Course:  Art
	Name:  Amanda Mask, Melissa Males, Kate Walker, Kristy Wood, and Melanie Jodouin

	Grade Level:  Grade 9
	Date: N/A

	Topic:  Aboriginal Art - Totem Pole Construction
	Time:  60-75 minutes


	1. Expectations 

      The Grade 9 learners will:

	a) Expectations:
· VCV.03 - produce two- and three-dimensional artworks, using a variety of materials, tools, processes, and technologies
· VC1.01 - demonstrate appropriate selection of tools, materials, processes, and technologies for use in their art production (Selection of appropriate tools for additive sculpture construction)
· VT2.02 - identify, research, and describe visual characteristics and themes found in Canadian and other cultures’ art (Aboriginal Tribes of Canada)



	2. Preassessment

	a) Learners:
· Students have been learning about various forms of aboriginal art during this unit of study – including wood carving, mask making, etc.
· Students have previous experience with various forms of sculpture, paper mache, etc.
· In the previous lesson, students have participated in a discussion with a guest speaker – Aboriginal artist that presented the significance of totem poles within Aboriginal art, and furthermore, presented an interpretation of the significance of various images that are frequently represented on traditional aboriginal totem poles. The students also had the opportunity to see this artist’s artwork (In person, as well as through photographs presented in this person’s portfolio.)
· For homework before the sketching period, students are to complete the online “Find Your Totem Survey” which can be found at: 
http://www.allthetests.com/quiz10/quizpu.php?testid=1095198776


	b) Learning Environment:
· The classroom is set up with tables that make group work easy; since this will be a group work task.
· The basic materials, including paint, plaster strips and Vaseline for mask-making, plastecine, felt, ribbon, and other mixed media materials will be arranged at the front of the classroom.
· Students are encouraged to bring in assorted materials that could be used to construct a totem pole, and their individual totem creature in particular (i.e. Feathers, paper cone, gold paint for an Eagle totem).


	c) Resources:
· Corrugated cardboard column (1 per group)

· 10 X 10 plywood squares (one per group - To be used as a base for the totem)
· Drill and screws to secure the plywood squares to the columns

· Safety glasses

· Palettes

· Mixing Trays

· Water cans

· Bucket

· Water

· Acrylic paint

· Paint brushes
· Plaster strips

· Vaseline

· Glue & pieces of paper (for paper mache)
· Mixed media materials ie. additional pieces of fabric, pipe cleaners, feathers, etc. that could be used in the construction of the totems
· Pictures of Aboriginal art, including Totem art to use as examples of traditional colours, textures, etc.
· Exemplar of a traditional Aboriginal Totem
· Television, or Projector for the video clip
· Computer & necessary cables to connect to TV/projector
· YouTube Video Clip of Aboriginal Totem Art



	3. Content

	· Once students have completed the online survey (which was to be completed for homework) they will be assigned one of the four creatures. This will be the creature which their mask will represent on their groups totem pole.
· A plaster mask of each student’s face will be made. These will be decorated to represent their creature. 

· Construction of the totems will take place during today’s lesson.

· Each student will have a hand in the construction of an original Aboriginal totem. 



	4. Strategies

	a) Teacher’s Role

Introducing the Activity
· HOOK:  

· Play video clip http://youtube.com/watch?v=648gwElcPzU 

· Clip is a series of images of First Nations Art from Vancouver, BC. Canada
· Have four bins available at the front of the room (one for each of the animals), and have students write their name on a piece of paper and place it in the bin to which the survey assigned them.
· Randomly choose one name from each bin; (in groups of four) these will become the groups for this assignment.  There should be four in each group, one for each animal.  If there are some students left over, or if there are some students that did not complete the survey, they will form groups of four, and may choose to have a totem with more than one of each animal (i.e. if you have six deer remaining), or choose a different animal.

· While students are working both independently and in groups, teacher must be available to answer questions, help students as required, to assist in finding necessary materials, etc.
Consolidation of Learning

· Students are using the skills acquired through their previous experiences with sculpture, and aboriginal art by completing their totem using traditional aboriginal symbols. 
· Once the totems are completed, the student is then required to write a short critique outlining their connection to the totem that they have created, why they think this particular animal would represent them, and what they feel they have learned by putting into practice the symbolism within aboriginal totem art. 
· Students are also expected to outline the strengths and weaknesses of their piece in their critique. 
· The critique is to be completed in their art notebook, and to be inserted in their sketchbook once the piece has been reviewed by the teacher. 
· A numerical mark is not assigned to the critique; it is simply recorded as “complete”, and will be a part of the total mark of the sketchbook at the end of the term. 


	

	b) Student’s Routines and Procedures
· Students will be combining the knowledge of Aboriginal art forms, history, etc. that they have obtained throughout the various lessons preceding this activity, including the guest speaker, to develop a traditional totem pole using four of the symbols of spiritual significance in the Aboriginal community (the bear, the deer, the eagle, and the wolf).
· Students will place their name in the appropriate bin – based on their result from the online survey.
· Students will meet with their assigned groups to briefly plan out their totem – i.e. are they going to have a certain theme, etc.
· Group members will work together, as a team, to create a plaster mask for each member of the group.
· Once the masks have hardened, students can work together, or independently, to apply their knowledge of Aboriginal art in the decorating for their individual mask.
· Once all of the masks are complete, students will choose to use the provided cardboard column, or to use something of their own choosing (i.e. a block of wood, etc.), and they will decorate it accordingly.
· Students will then attach each of the individual group members’ masks to the column to create their version of an Aboriginal totem.



	5. Assessment

	· Students finished work will be evaluated using the attached rubric.



Mask/Totem Rubric
Teacher Name: _______________________ 

Student Name:  _______________________ 
Animal chosen:________________________
   
 
	
	Level 1
	Level 2
	Level 3
	Level 4

	Knowledge & Understanding


	demonstrates limited

understanding of

concepts, elements,

principles, and

theories
	demonstrates some

understanding of

concepts, elements,

principles, and

theories
	demonstrates considerable

understanding

of concepts, elements,

principles, and

theories
	demonstrates

thorough and insightful

understanding of

concepts, elements,

principles, and

theories

	Thinking
	makes connections

with limited

effectiveness
	makes connections

with moderate

effectiveness
	makes connections

with considerable

effectiveness
	makes connections

with a high degree

of effectiveness

	Communication
	uses artistic language

and symbols with

limited accuracy and

effectiveness
	uses artistic language

and symbols with

some accuracy and

effectiveness
	uses artistic language

and symbols with

considerable accuracy

and effectiveness
	uses artistic language

and symbols with a

high degree of accuracy

and effectiveness

	Creation (Application)
	uses equipment,

materials, and

technology safely and

correctly only with

supervision

applies the creative

process with limited

effectiveness
	uses equipment,

materials, and

technology safely and

correctly with some

supervision

applies the creative

process with some

effectiveness
	uses equipment,

materials, and

technology safely and

correctly

applies the creative

process with considerable

effectiveness
	demonstrates and

promotes the safe and

correct use of equipment,

materials, and

technology

applies the creative

process with a high

degree of effectiveness,

and with confidence
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