NIPISSING UNIVERSITY

FACULTY OF EDUCATION

BRANTFORD CAMPUS

ADDITIONAL BASIC QUALIFICATION COURSE

Education in the Primary Division

EDUC: 4605

Course Instructor: Mike McCabe
Phone: 519 752-1524 ext 7507
Email: michaelm@nipissingu.ca

                                        May Schedule              Time:  8:30-4:00 Daily
	Monday 3th
Introduction
-The role of  play and , movement in the primary classroom
-current events in education
Mathematics in the primary classroom 
Forest of Reading
	 Tuesday 4th
Mathematics in the primary classroom
The Use of Technology in the primary classroom
	Wednesday 5th
Teaching in the Early Years
Primary Literacy 
(Jenny Guibert)
	Thursday 6th
Primary Literacy:

* Reading/Writing Development

* Read Aloud   

Teaching in the Early Years Reporting to Parents

(Jenny Guibert)
	Friday 7th
No Classes

	Monday 10th
Scientist in Schools

(Guest Speaker)
Math Presentations
(Geometric creations) 


	Tuesday 11th
Special Education in the Primary Division

(Guest speaker)

Health and Physical Education in the primary classroom
	Wednesday 12th 
Forest of Reading Conference

	Thursday 13th
Integrated Arts Education in the Primary Classroom

(Christina Grant)

	Friday 14th
Trip to Safety Village

	Monday 17th
No Classes Performing in the primary division: dance, concerts, assessment

(Guest speakers)

ESL in the primary

classroom
	Tuesday 18th 

Student 

Presentations

Assignment #4


	Wednesday 19th 

Student 

Presentations

Assignment #4


	Thursday 20st

	Friday 21nd
No Classes


****PRACTICUM:   Tuesday, May 25 – Friday, May 28 2009

COURSE DESCRIPTION

The Primary Division: influences of philosophical, psychological, and sociological foundations; curriculum established by the Ministry of Education; curriculum development in each of the subjects of the Primary Division program; the aims and structure of each curriculum area; media and materials particular to each curriculum area; instructional techniques and practicum.  Successful students will be recommended for the Ministry of Education additional basic qualification for the Primary Division.

PREREQUISITES

Candidates for this course must hold an Ontario Teaching Certificate (OTC) for the Junior/Intermediate or Intermediate/Senior divisions and a recognized undergraduate degree.  (See: Nipissing University Academic Calendar).

COURSE LEARNING EXPECTATIONS

Candidates will:

· Explain and interpret Ministry of Education curriculum expectations and Ministry and district school board policies and guidelines related to the primary learner;

· Use the theoretical understanding and foundation necessary to design, implement, and assess learning for primary level children;

· Use, accommodate, and modify expectations, strategies and assessment practices based on the developmental or special needs of the primary learner;

· Describe and create learning environments conducive to the intellectual, social, emotional, physical, linguistic, cultural, spiritual and moral development of all primary children;

· Identify ways that a teacher can work collectively with in-school personnel, parents/guardians, and the community;

· Access a variety of resources within and beyond the educational system to enhance and support student learning;

· Demonstrate openness to innovation and change as they enhance their own academic and pedagogical skills through their ongoing professional learning.

· Understand and be able to apply the Standards of Practice for the Teaching Profession in relation to teaching children in the Primary Division.

COURSE CONTENT

The course is composed of the following units:

Unit 1: The Children and the Teacher: Theoretical Foundations

Learning Expectations

1. Know the physical, social, emotional and cognitive characteristics of young children from the ages 3 to 9 and their implications to teaching

2. Explain and apply theories of active and child-centred learning

3. Explain and apply theories of exceptionality in relation to the primary learner

Content

· Theories of child development (social, emotional, physical, linguistic, cultural, spiritual and moral)

· Theories and principals of active and child centred learning

· Relationship between learning and play

· Developmentally appropriate learning

· Theories of exceptionality as they relate to the primary learner

Unit 2: The Environmental Setting

Learning Expectations

1. Establish a child-centred learning environment using the concepts of time, space and materials.

2. Use effective classroom management strategies appropriate for the primary child.

3. Use effective communication strategies for collaborating with parents and incorporating them into you classroom practice.

Content

· The relationship between environment and learning

· Factors in a diverse and changing society that impact on the primary learner (e.g., media, technology, socioeconomic status, family patterns, language, culture, gender)

· Developing the learning environment to meet the needs of the young child

· The classroom environment as time, space and materials

· Effective classroom management strategies

· Planning an effective and safe program

· Communicating with and involving parents and community in the learning process

· Effective communication strategies for collaborating with parents/guardians

Unit 3:  The Primary Curriculum

Learning Expectations

1. Identify, describe and interpret current curriculum issues in primary education

2. Use subject-specific and integrated teaching methodologies that are appropriate for young children

3. Identify trends and innovations in curriculum planning

4. Develop, evaluate and modify teaching strategies, activities and materials in various curriculum areas in terms of the Ontario Curriculum, Grades 1-8 and the Ontario Curriculum: Kindergarten Program

Content

· the Ontario Curriculum for Kindergarten and Grades 1-3 (Mathematics, Science & Technology, Language, Social Studies, The Arts, Health & Physical Education)

· Ministry of Education policies that relate to the primary learner

· Key elements in program planning

· Using, accommodating and modifying expectations, strategies and assessment practices based on developmental or special needs.

· Developmentally-appropriate instructional strategies for both individual and group learning experiences

· Developmentally-appropriate assessment and evaluation strategies

· Developmentally-appropriate resources and technologies that link to the primary curriculum

· Current developments in career education and their implications for teaching the primary learner

· Explaining expectations, programs, observations and assessments to parents/guardians.

INSTRUCTIONAL PRACTICE

The course will consist of a combination of teaching methodologies, including whole class lectures, small group discussions and assignments, individual tasks and presentations.  Whenever possible, segments on the subjects of the Ontario Curriculum will emphasize an integrated approach to the curriculum.

THE PRACTICUM

Completion of a 30-hour practicum in a primary classroom setting is required for successful completion of the course.  This practicum will take place from:

Tuesday, May 25 to Friday, May 28.

COURSE SCHEDULE

The course will begin May 3 and end on May 28.  Classes will be held at Nipissing University Brantford Campus from May 3 to May 19.

TEXTBOOKS AND INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS:

Required Readings (please bring them to class)

Ontario Ministry of Education and Training 

           The Ontario Curriculum, Grades 1-8: Language

           The Ontario Curriculum, Grades 1-8: Mathematics

           The Ontario Curriculum, Grades 1-8: Social Studies

           The Ontario Curriculum, Grades 1-8: The Arts

           The Ontario Curriculum, Grades 1-8: Science and Technology

           The Ontario Curriculum, Grades 1-8: Health and Physical Education

           The Ontario Curriculum: The Kindergarten Program

ASSESSMENT AND EVALUATION OF CANDIDATES

Major course requirements include:

1. Attendance at a minimum of 80% of the course hours;

2. Completion of all assignments;

3. Thirty (30) hours of practicum work in a primary classroom of your choice.

Assignments:

	1.   Participation:  Includes activities in class                                                             25%

· Games and activities:  May 3
· Current Issues in Ontario:  May 3 

· Classroom discussion: ongoing                                                             

2.   Mathematics Activity: Geometric Creations:  Due May 10                                25%

3.   Forest of Reading:  Workshop Leadership:  May 12                                           25%

4.   Teaching in the Primary Grades: Due May 18 and 19                                         25%


ASSIGNMENTS

Assignment #1: Participation                                                                               Ongoing
Students are asked to participate in all aspects of the formal and informal classroom setting.  This includes discussions, mini-teaching and learning activities as well as reporting on current events as they relate to teaching in Ontario.
Assessment Rubric for Assignment 1 & 2
The assignment will be assessed out of 25 % according to the following rubric.  

	
	Level 1
	Level 2
	Level 3
	Level 4

	Knowledge

/10


	Few ideas explained poorly.
	Some ideas explained somewhat clearly.
	Clearly focused ideas explained in detail. Includes blend of theory and practice.
	Insightful ideas explained in detail. Includes a blend of theory and practice.

	Practical Application

                 /10
	Scanty links between theory and practice.


	A few links made well.
	Detailed links between theory and practice.
	Insightful links made between theory and practice.

	Communication

                   /5


	Some attempt at ordering content logically.


	Content is mostly logical, adequate format.
	Clear logic and flow; interesting presentation format.
	Organization is creative (role play, cooperative learning, games, videos, links to technology) and matches material presented.


Total:         /25

Assignment #2:  Geometric Creations:  




   Due May 10                                
Students will be asked to create a “scene” using recyclable objects that have geometrics properties.  In addition to the creation, students will be asked to present their “scene” using links to the primary curriculum (math and others, where possible).  These links may include the use of proper mathematics language and labels to describe the shapes and figures. 

Students may choose to make links to personal relevance (why I chose this scene and experiences I have had with the scene, where you would find a “real life” scene similar to this one…).  They may also wish to create a story to go along with the scene. Classroom participants will be required to ask three questions of each presenter, keeping in mind the primary learner.
Assignment #4   Planning and Teaching a Primary Lesson

Planning and teaching are essential components in education.  You are asked to create approximately one (1) hour of teaching and learning based upon a currently popular social issue.  These social issues could be any of the following:



The Environment



Character Education



Bullying



Healthy Living



Any other issue you may wish to investigate…

Once you identify the social issue, you should create a series of lessons that will incorporate various components of learning (subject areas?) for children in the primary grades.  I suppose, in an ideal world, there would be a culminating activity that would reinforce all components of the teaching.  This culminating activity could be an in class activity, a field trip, a guest speaker…  It is important to list the expectations for the culminating activity as well. 
The lesson will be taught to your peers and will be aimed at a specific primary grade.  Lesson plans sample templates have been investigated in previous classes and may be incorporated here.  Regardless of the format preferred, a written component that consists of the following is required:



A list of specific expectations targeted in the teaching


A list of materials needed for each component of the teaching (including 


handouts...)



A description of “how to teach” the various components.

Evaluation Criteria

Teaching the lesson                       15 marks 

Submission of lesson plan             10 marks

Total:  25 marks

	Criteria
	Level 1
	Level 2
	Level 3
	Level 4

	Understanding of reasoning and concepts

                    /8
	· Demonstrates limited understanding of information, ideas, concepts, and themes

· No conceptual framework evident

· Attempts to use supportive evidence
	· Demonstrates some understanding of information, ideas, concepts, and themes

· Conceptual framework not clearly established

· Relevant supportive evidence included
	· Demonstrates considerable understanding of information, ideas, concepts, and themes

· Conceptual framework established

· Relevant and specific supportive evidence included
	· Demonstrates thorough and insightful understanding of information, ideas, concepts and themes related to Primary.

· Conceptual framework clearly and creatively established

· Creatively includes relevant, overall and specific materials related to the topic addressed 

	Application of knowledge, concepts and skills

                  /7
	· Shows limited understanding of connections between course content, skills, and effective educational practice
	· Shows some understanding of connections between course content,  skills, and effective educational practice
	· Shows a good understanding of connections between course content, skills, and effective educational practice
	· Shows masterful understanding of connections between course content, skills, and effective educational practice

· Materials are applicable to the current issues in Primary education

	Communication of knowledge of related concepts and problem-solving procedures

                   /5
	· Communicates information and ideas with limited clarity

· Communicates with a limited sense of audience and purpose
	· Communicates information and ideas with some clarity

· Communicates with some sense of audience and purpose
	· Communicates information and ideas with considerable clarity

· Communicates with a clear sense of audience and purpose
	· Communicates information and ideas with a high degree of clarity and with confidence

· Communicates with a strong sense of audience and purpose

	Organization

                   /5
	· Evidence of limited planning

· Limited evidence of professional presentation
	· Evidence of planning

· Some evidence of professional presentation
	· Evidence of effective planning

· Professionally presented
	· Evidence of complex planning

· Professionally and creatively presented

	Sample  Grading
	D 50-59%
	C 60-69%
	B 70-79%
	A 80-100%


 RUBRIC ASSIGNMENT # 4

ASSESSMENT POLICIES AND PROCEDURES
Attendance

Punctual and regular attendance is essential for the successful completion of this intensive course. Candidates who do not demonstrate appropriate attendance may be required to withdraw unless medical documentation or other authorized documentation deemed appropriate by the faculty is received.  This policy may be implemented if a student is absent for more than 20% of the required hours.

Please notify the instructor if it is necessary for you to be absent from class.  You may contact me by email or leave a message on the office voice mail (see contact information on the cover page of this course outline).  You should notify your peers if you are working on a task together.  Make alternate arrangements with them for completing your section of the assignment.
Be sure that you keep a copy of all assignments that have been submitted for your own records. It happens rarely, but assignments can get lost.

Academic Dishonesty

Although there is no need for a discussion of academic dishonesty in a course at this level, it is required that candidates be informed of the university policy that any act of academic dishonesty is a serious offence.  Plagiarism (the unacknowledged use of another writer’s work) may be dealt with by the instructor giving a “0” (zero) on any assignment containing plagiarism in the course.  A final grade of “0” (zero) will be awarded to the student guilty of academic dishonesty regardless of how well the students is doing in the course at the time.

